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One Act Plays - Monologues
® All in a Day’s Work, by Patrick Nelson - Comedy (1m 1-2 voices off)
ISBN: 9781840945386 - Script: £3

The world of computer-shop owner Jonathan, revolves around dubious practices, shady
business deals and child labour. One spring morning, while attempting to get on with the job
of building new machines, he is forced to endure a constant stream of interruptions. These
range from an individual whose hobby has now reached the very edge of social acceptability,
to the elderly but persistent Albert, who needs some help with a screen problem. All provide
the audience with a continuing stream of comedy.

® Five Further Monologues by Melville Lovatt - Monologues (1m or f)
ISBN: 9781840945737 - Script: £3

Melville Lovatt’s Five Further Short Monologues are equally as memorable as his first
acclaimed collection, with sharp focus on love, blame, betrayal and isolation. On people who
often seem to be pushed to one side. In "The Wall", Vera takes her own macabre revenge on
a husband who has starved her of affection. In "Waiting for Tea", Mary, 80 and hospitalised,
fights for her pride and independence against seemingly overwhelming odds. A fifty years old
memory of an "Egg and Spoon" race continues to haunt May, whilst Norman, in "Over by
Christmas", and Steve, in "The Fishing Trip", both reflect on very different pivotal moments
which led them to lose the woman they loved. By turns funny, tragic, ironic and bizarre, these
further powerful pieces again demand to be seen.

® Five Monologues, by Melville Lovatt - Monologues (1m or f)
ISBN: 9781840943573 - Script: £3

Melville Lovatt’s Five Monologues focus on the dispossessed. On love, sex, betrayal,
isolation. In ‘Access’, Marshall, reduced to seeing his children on Sundays only, yearns for
forgiveness from the wife he has betrayed. In ‘Monologue’ a man confronts his wife’s
betrayal, discovered only after her death. ‘Bedtime Story’ has a couple, Sarah and Miles,
attempting to escape, through memory or fantasy, their immediate bedtime situation. In ‘Three
Piece Suite’ the suite itself'is pivotal to Ron’s dispossession, whilst Gem recalls the changing
nature of ‘The Silence’ to her husband, who has just taken his own life. By turns, simple and
complex, funny and tragic. These powerful pieces demand to be seen.

® Little Lil, by Jo Emery - A Play (1f)
ISBN: 9781840945584 - Script: £3

Little Lil is a comic/dramatic monologue that captures the changing voice of a girl from pre-
puberty to mid teens and illustrates the forces at work that deny her a more fruitful future. In
telling her story, Lil acts out many characters in her school and home life, from her
incompetent French supply teacher, enthusiastic drama teacher to her difficult mother. It is
witty and at times the school years are painfully recognisable. Lil herself is a popular young
girl full of energy and confidence at the start of her secondary school year, but by the time she
leaves school she is aimless and friendless.
One Act Plays - 2 characters

o After Eight, by Alan Chesterfield - A Play (1m 1f)
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ISBN: 9781840942194 - Script: £3

Man and Wife are both academics, but whilst he has gone into business successfully, she has
remained in academic research, but has had to move away from the University, with its close
relationships and support and to become a ‘correspondence tutor’ because of the demands
Man’s job. The play is a peep into the manipulation of the undercurrents which exist in such
a marriage.

® Alby and the Big Fellah, by John C Bird - Short Plays (2m )

ISBN: 9781840944891 - Script: £3

The action takes place in a hospital room where 15-year-old Alby, suffering from cancer, is
being visited by his best friend, Matt. The play explores the differing reactions of the two boys
to the impending possibility of Alby’s death. Despite the sombre scenario, Alby (sporting a
Che Guevara beret to hide his loss of hair) retains his sense of humour throughout and
provides a droll commentary on his illness, the medical profession and his conception of
Heaven and its proprietor, who he always refers to as The Big Fellah. The play ends on an
upbeat note.

® All of the Monkeys, by Michael Park - A Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943252 - Script: £3

A run-down zoo has attracted the attention of trainee animal rights activist, Danny, a.k.a.
‘Tiger’. His aim is to free the monkeys from their cage, but his attention is diverted when he
bumps into Carol. Hearing her description of life with an abusive husband leads him to turn
his attentions to persuading her to break free of her own personal cage. Whether he succeeds
or not is the theme of this play, which handles a number of modern-day issues in a
sympathetic and touching way.

® Behind The Wall, by Tom Kelly - A Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840945249 - Script: £3

Set on Tyneside in August 1963 ‘Behind The Wall’ is a mystery drama. Tommy and Maggie
have a new council house and feel on top of the world when a tragic secret from the past has
them re-examining their lives. The play, based upon a true story, has pathos, comedy and love
that endures, despite everything.

® C Anon, by Jan Horsburgh - Drama (1m 1f + 4 musicians)

ISBN: 9781840943689 - Script: £3

A combination of cinematic and theatrical techniques and the music of Pachelbel’s Canon for
Strings underpins a direct and unusual narrative. The death of his wife causes Charles to
abandon God and the Church to become a teacher of Classics. He is left with the responsibility
for bringing up his daughter Amy, a child of rare beauty and delicacy. He is not well suited
to this task and is savagely derided by Kevin, a young groundsman at his school, who is
earthily pragmatic and fascinated by Amy’s compliant innocence, which he plans to exploit.
The story is told on a shifting time scale and reaches an unlooked for climax.

® Carrie Pringle, by Graham Billing - A Play (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840942354 - Script: £3
It is the day of Wagner’s death. In Venice for his health, he is challenged by his wife to admit
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that his latest infidelity is with a young English soprano in his own opera company. Their
subsequent row leads to bitter recriminations about their whole life together, including
Wagner’s womanising and his irrational attitude toward the men in Cosima’s life - her father,
Liszt. Their delicate son Fidi and the philosopher Nietzsche. Home truths fall like well-aimed
punches on both sides until the composer’s already weakened heart can stand it no longer.
® Charlotte And Emily, by Graham Billing - A Play (2f)

ISBN: 9781840942460 - Script: £3

Emily has had a stroke at the age of twenty-six. Charlotte, a pioneering speech therapist, has
helped her to talk normally, but seems unwilling to admit that Emily is now cured. She invites
her out to restaurants and even to her holiday cottage. Emily becomes increasingly disturbed
by Charlotte’s increasing emotional dependence on her. When she proves her independence
by holding down a new job and a new relationship, the hard-drinking over-eating Charlotte’s
distress increases to the point where she too has a stroke. Emily can now enjoy the fact that
their roles have been reversed.

® Death of a Clown, by Paul Beard - Drama (2m )

ISBN: 9781840940152 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* A powerful drama for two men. As they wait for the death of their
father, the ringmaster and head of the family circus, the clown and his estranged brother fight
to gain control of the circus and its future. The balance of power moves convincingly in highly
visual theatre that will have the audience on the edges of their seats.

o Difficult Loves - Three Short Plays, by Antony Moore - Short Plays (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943276 - Script: £3

In ILLMET an angel and a vampire accidentally meet on the last Christmas Eve of the Old
Millennium. They discuss the very nature of their existence and of good and evil. LOST
features two people caught in a love affair, or are they ghosts fated to repeat the same events?
Finally in DEADLOCK a serial kidnapper and his victim are caught up in an unresolvable
paradox. All three plays feature one man and one woman.

® End Of The Line, by Jeffrey A Lee - A Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941746 - Script: £3

Harry Ford and Emma Watkins meet on a train. Greatly attracted to Emma, Harry engages her
in conversation. This leads to an exchange of letters through which their relationship begins
to blossom. However, their burgeoning love is destined to come to a sad end.

® Feeding The Ducks, by Michael Park - A Play (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840942040 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* Successful businesswoman Clare has a secret romantic assignation
in the park, but the only person around when she arrives is a man feeding the ducks. Little
does she realise the impact this total stranger is quickly going to have on her life... Simple to
stage and combining drama with humour, this is an ideal play for groups with limited
resources.

® Fresh Showers for the Thirsting Flowers, by David Muncaster - A Play (2f)

ISBN: 9781840945782 - Script: £3
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Alice is a retired English teacher who is living a comfortable if rather lonely existence. A
chance encounter with her neighbour’s daughter re-awakens her passion to teach when she
discovers that most unusual of things. A pupil who wants to learn! With a respectful nod to
‘Educating Rita’ this is a story of how a generation gap is easily bridged through the discovery
of a mutual interest. All scenes are set in Alice’s living room which has minimal set
requirements. The title of this play is taken from the poem ‘The Cloud’ by Percy Bysshe
Shelley. Other quotes in this play are considered ‘fair usage’ and do not contravene copyright
law but a licence is required to use the music specified.

® Have-You-Any-Idea-What-Time-It-Is! by Michael Law - A Tragi-Comedy (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840941425 - Script: £3

This "tragi-comedy" is partly about barrenness: for what holds Caroline and Chris together
except their pets, that all die, and their flowers, that all wither? Partly, too, it is about the rule-
based view and the freer, more imaginative view. Chris is the games player - Caroline, his
more fanciful partner, whose excursions into a world of her own devising bring about a near-
collapse of their relationship in the aftermath to a disastrous New Year’s Eve party. And does
Caroline leave Chris at the end to go off with her soul-mate Georgie? We are never to know...
Though we may suppose she has second thoughts as the new year dawns.

® Husband And Wife, by Jack Kent - A Play (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840940985 - Script: £3

Frances and Eric, married, but not to each other, arrive at Frances’s flat at the end of a party
game where the wives put their keys in a bowl and go home with whoever takes them out. Not
quite so drunk now, they begin to talk... of the lives of their group as if trying to justify this
game... slowly edging, in spite of their underlying misgivings, towards the inevitable moment
when they move to the bedroom.

® Jack, by Peter Bridges - Drama (2m 1m (non-speaking))

ISBN: 9781840946123 - Script: £3

Jack is upset. He needs to come to terms with what’s happened in his life. He just wants to be
left alone. His only problem is G, who seems to have no respect for the dead. Why is G there?
What does he want? As time goes on, Jack finds more questions than answers. An excellent
play for festivals. One simple set.

® Just Us, by Michael Law - A Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940749 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* A middle-aged brother and sister - imprisoned for life in the dingy
dusty room of their sacred memories and fears and hopes - try to impose on each other (and
on us) their particular and sharply opposed views of reality: drab common-sense as against
magic fantasy. Eunice see their world invaded by some hideous THEM, who are threatening
their very lives - while Digby will have none of this. And is their father, whose birthday party
they are waiting to celebrate, really dead (as Eunice claims) or only in his normal comatose
state from stroke? This is an exploration into the elusive nature of truth.

® Luck Be A Lady, by Michael Park - A Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944440 - Script: £3
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A young woman stands looking out over a swift-flowing river in the centre of a large town,
seemingly oblivious of the cold autumn wind and the lateness of the hour. Also abroad for no
apparent reason is an elderly man, who by rights should be tucked up in his bed in a local old
people’s home. Both are facing a major crisis in their lives. Humour and drama are combined
in a chance meeting which results in the first stroke of good luck either of them has had for
years.

® Madam Munday’s Mystical Mirror, by Paul L Hedge - Comedy (2f)
ISBN: 9781840940800 - Script: £3

The play takes place at a village fete, inside the marquee of "Madam Munday", alias Ethel
Munday, part-time medium, clairvoyant, and landlady of the ‘Dog and Firkin’ public house.
It is late August 1977, one week after the death of Elvis Presley. Pressed by her young
assistant Tracy to contact the late Elvis Presley, Madam Munday spends the twenty minutes
before the fete opens delving into the spirit world, with disastrous results.

® Mere Oblivion, by Nathan Chapman - A Play (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840943474 - Script: £3

Cast can be 2m. In an unknown environment, devoid of character or context, Jacques becomes
conscious in every sense of the word. The voice, seemingly resonating from everywhere at
once, guides Jacques out of the ignorance of ‘mere oblivion’ and towards the truth about his
own reality. Using the character of Jacques from Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It and his
famous ‘All the world’s a stage’ speech, Mere Oblivion is an exploration of the nature of
theatrical characters. Are these characters aware of their own fiction and theatrical nature, and
if not, what would their reaction be to this revelation?

® Mind Games, by lan Hornby - Drama (1m 1f flexible)
ISBN: 9781840945263 - Script: £3

This short play has one woman as Ann, and a Police Inspector who can be either sex. Ann’s
lover Andrew has died in mysterious circumstances, and the Police have come to the
conclusion he died of fright. In an off the record interview, Ann finally admits she killed him,
and that it was his belief that she was able to do it that scared him to death. The Inspector
doesn’t believe that’s possible at first, but is finally convinced. And, in an ironic twist, when
he finally believes her, his life becomes just as dispensable as Andrew’s had been.

® Obsession, by David Walker - A Youth Play (Im 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941982 - Script: £3

Jacqui Stephens has arrived at the office of Mr. John Houghton for an audition. Mr Houghton
is running late and has left Jacqui a note to that effect. Shortly after her arrival she is joined
by her flamboyant and rather outrageous classmate, Simon Gray. He has also come for an
audition. Or has he? Alone together in the room, Simon lets his true feelings for Jacqui
become known. What follows is a dangerous outpouring of blind obsession, with fatal
consequences.

® Squashed, by Peter Young - A Play (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940756 - Script: £3

George, nagged by his wife Shirley, decides to kill her. An avid reader of murder stories, he
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believes he has the perfect plan. Shirley goes to the cinema every Wednesday and has a fruit
drink. George switches her drink for a poisoned one and leaves.

® The Lamp, by Melville Lovatt - Comedy (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840945409 - Script: £3

Doreen and Arnold have driven 25 miles to buy a lamp advertised in a magazine.
Unfortunately, to their increasing frustration, Doreen, on actually seeing the lamp, is unable
to decide whether she really wants to buy it. Their frustration is further greatly increased when
they discover they have accidentally been locked in the shop overnight. Doreen and Arnold
have been growing apart. Now trapped together with no chance of escape, they are forced to
examine their present relationship. Will “THE LAMP’ bring them closer or drive them further
apart? A funny, sad, tender, richly comic two-hander.

® Tied Up At The Office, by lan Hornby - Comedy (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943139 - Script: £3

Julia has been working late at the office with her boss Geoff. Trouble is, the places has been
robbed and ransacked and the villains have departed leaving Geoff and Julia tied up. They
have little choice other than to wait for the cleaners to arrive in the morning. Maybe a game
of I Spy would pass the time. Or maybe romance is in the air. An especially useful play for
actors who never know what to do with their arms!!!

® Two Purple Gloves, by Michael Park - Comedy (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943245 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* It’s been a busy Christmas week at Tollerbay shopping centre, but
peace reigns now that the late-night shoppers have gone home. As midnight approaches, and
she does her regular checks, the last thing security guard Connie needs is an old tramp taking
up residence on her patch. However, as they talk, he turns out to have had quite a past, and
they eventually find they have more in common than either of them would have suspected.
This is a warm-hearted look at bridging the generation gap, ideal for the festive season.

® Wall To Wall, by Charles Ford - A Play (1m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940534 - Script: £3

The play takes a sympathetic look at the intractable problems which face old people living on
their own and unable to care for themselves. At one level the play is a sparring match in which
the old lady exposes the Social Services’ promises of a fitted shower, a seaside holiday and
a top quality high chair etc. as shabby deceptions. On the other level, however, it is very sad.
We know that the old lady’s situation is impossible - she has no family or friends and is quite
unable to take care of herself. Mr Dartington-Kew is right that something has to be done for
her and the growing number of people like her. But what? Time was when aged and eccentric
aunts were taken in by the extended family. Now there seems to be no room for mothers and
fathers. This play is intended to put a spotlight on a highly topical problem whilst retaining
a degree of humour.

® When A Man Knows, by Alan Richardson - Drama (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840944778 - Script: £3
Inside a dark factory, a man sits alone in a chair. His head is covered by a hood. He is
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handcuffed and his leg is manacled to a length of chain attached to a large concrete block. He
thinks he is alone, but he discovers he is being held captive by an unknown woman. Who is
she? Why has he been kidnapped? What does she want? The shocking truth is chillingly
revealed in a powerful and challenging two-hander described by one theatre director as
‘Fantastic, dark, disturbing, imaginative, compelling and intriguing.’
One Act Plays - 3 characters
® A Bite at the Apple, by Jackie Smith - Comedy (2m 1f (or 1m 2f))
ISBN: 9781840944983 - Script: £3

Adam is full of curiosity about his world and about Eve, a quality that irritates her. She is
tempted to discover how she can obtain superiority and gain the upper hand. As it dawns on
the Serpent that this is likely to cause trouble, Eve becomes very enthusiastic about her role
and Adam becomes the victim of a simple misunderstanding. The result? God knows.

® A Night In Front Of The Box, by David Titchener - Comedy (1m 2f')
ISBN: 9781840945966 - Script: £3

A light comedy set in the living room of Paul’s and Samantha’s flat. Both are settled for an
evening in watching the telly when the unthinkable happens. A power cut. Will Paul ever get
to watch the football? Will Samantha ever get to find out ‘who did it in her soap opera? Both
look very unlikely, and with the arrival of Mrs McGregor from next door, Samantha learns
that she’s been missing out on more than just one soap opera.

® All Is Not Lost, by Jackie Smith - Comedy (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840944990 - Script: £3

Mr Eccleton has developed a system for running his Lost Property Office, so when young
Billy comes to work there, he has to explain the workings of'it. Billy is eager to learn but asks
an awful lot of questions. Billy’s first encounter with a member of the public leaves a lot to
be desired.

® Blenkinsop’s Ghost, by Andrew Beattie - A Play (Im 2f + children — 1G, 8B)
ISBN: 9781840946369 - Script: £3

Blenkinsop’s Ghost is a ghost story set in a boys’ country boarding school in the 1950s. On
his first day at the school, young Ames encounters another boy, Blenkinsop, who has a
remarkable story to tell — of a boy who was pushed from a window in the school, and died.
The other boys in the house don’t believe Ames’ story; but as their feared housemaster
becomes implicated in murder, Ames realizes that Blenkinsop’s strange tale was intended as
a warning to them all. Incorporating Gothic elements and utilizing a mixture of adults and
children in the cast, Blenkinsop’s Ghost is an ideal one-act play for schools or youth theatre
groups. Running time: 45 minutes

® Bluey is the Colour, by H Connolly - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943122 - Script: £3

A visit by a council official to Mr Penrose’s time worn flat reveals much more than anyone
expected. We all make mistakes in life... but given a second chance would you do the same

again? Mr Penrose is faced with this dilemma when Miss Reynolds calls to investigate a
complaint about his landlord, but she is confused by his attitude, and totally shocked by the
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stick wielding aggression of his neighbour, Mrs Hopgood. As this play unfolds it becomes
clear that Bluey the budgie is not the only captive creature on show.

® Changing On The Beach, by Roy lliffe - Comedy (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840940053 - Script: £3

Jonathon Temple is nervous because he is going to an interview at a large financial
organisation in Hove. He doesn’t know whether he wants the job and what makes the situation
worse is that his domineering, over-solicitous father, Norman, has accompanied him. On the
beach Jonathon meets a carefree, liberated young woman called Beverley Fisher who
persuades him to re-evaluate his situation and discover his own path in life. The play is on a
slippery slope to Dramatic, tragic conclusion when Jonathon fails the interview and Beverley
encourages him to stand up to his father.

® Check-Mate, by Liz Spear - Comedy (1m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840942156 - Script: £3

Ginnie and Geoff have reached the comfortable state in their marriage, a predictable routine
until the arrival, in their household, of brilliant, French beauty, Simone Blondelle, who sets
the marriage in turmoil, with Geoff enjoying Simone’s attentions and Ginnie misreading
events. The play opens with Ginnie and Geoff involved in a game of chess. Each take turns
to address the audience whilst reliving their story but always return to the chess game. Finally,
the real reason for Simone’s attempted seduction of Geoff is revealed and Ginnie makes up
with Geoff in a totally unpredictable way.

® Chrysalis, by Michael Morley - A Play (3f)

ISBN: 9781840940503 - Script: £3

"Chrysalis" is a tense psychological drama of obsession and fantasy. Set in an ordinary
suburban home, the play concerns an anorexic daughter who withdraws into a private world
where she identifies with insects. Her mother, under stress, begins to suspect her husband has
abused the family. The visiting doctor tries to make sense of the strange imaginings of her two
patients. The climax is both exciting and chilling. A play for three women (one a teenager),
"Chrysalis" is a Gothic tale for today, probing topical themes with terror lurking behind the
bedroom door.

o Cliff’s Edge, by Paul Beard - A Black Comedy (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940169 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* A suicidal failed actor, a maniacally
depressed pub landlord and a schizophrenic passer by are the characters in this blackest of
comedies. Set on the cliff top at Beachy Head, this carefully researched piece of modern
theatre has received critical acclaim since its showcase in Edinburgh and subsequent
productions in Chicago, Madrid, Stockholm, Melbourne and Prague. An ideal festival play
for amateurs.

® Dying to Meet You, by Eve Blizzard - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840946543 - Script: £3

Cagney, a small-time gunman, is hiding from the police and finds himself on the roof garden
of a luxury block of apartments with no way out. Moving round and supporting his injured

New Theatre Publications Page 8



Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

arm, he wonders why an easel and an armchair ae placed in the middle when he hears someone
approaching. Painfully he hides behind the door. It is the resident artist, Verbena, preparing
to use the early morning light. A few minutes later they are joined by Penny, a cheerful girl
wearing a ‘Kleenall” overall. Seeing the gun pointing at them she can’t help thinking it’s just
like a favourite ‘telly’ police drama - apart from ‘reality shows’ of course! Who would have
thought they had so much in common by the end of the day? Timing 50 - 55 minutes.

® Gnawing At The Comfort Zone, by Joanne King - A Play (3f)
ISBN: 9781840941784 - Script: £3

After one abortive attempt to leave the nest, Aileen (an ex heroin addict) is ready for another
shot at independence. An old friend from the past, Lindsey, turns up and attempts to help
Aileen move into her new flat. But there are more obstacles to overcome than the simple
packing of a suitcase. For one, there’s Lydia, Aileen’s over protective mother, who’s
personality is succinctly summed up by her choice of leaving gift - a carbon monoxide
detector. But more importantly, there’s Aileen’s own innate self to surmount: she may have
given up shooting herself in the arm, but she’s still a crack shot when aiming at her foot! Some
addicts are hooked well before they take their first fix, and sometimes long after their last.

® Hard Sell, by Derek Bowskill - A Play (2m 1f +1f non-speaking)
ISBN: 9781840945089 - Script: £3

Kevin and Karen Wood are the living proof of that suburban vanities still exist. Both are
small-minded and self-obsessed. Kevin is captivated by his newly acquired computer game
and his will to win; Karen merely wants is to beat him at Gin Rummy. While their days of
mutual sexual passion are past, Karen still delights in flirtation, and Kevin still believes he is
irresistible. With both of them susceptible to flattery, they only too easily fall for the ploys of
the smooth-talking salesman, Jeremy Ritter who persuades them to test his miracle devicea€|
precipitating an intriguing and fatal denouement.

® I Dreamt I Dwelt In Marble Halls, by Ken Lucas - Comedy (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940442 - Script: £3

Believing utterly in the power of illusion to sell, Jon Shale promotes art from his fantasised
studio. One of his string of artists, Patrick Lownes, has had an affair with Miranda, a friend
of Jon’s. Soon after the artist commits suicide. Obsessed with his own powers of illusion, Jon
convinces Miranda, herself a slick sales demonstrator, that though extremely talented,
Patrick’s paintings were impossible to sell and he knew it. The suicide was a bid for
immortality. Later, Jon is forced to judge as worthless some paintings left to his cleaner by
Patrick. Jon is devastated by the revelation. Now it is Miranda who forces him to recognise
her ability by marshalling her marketing techniques to restore his ego and so create Jon’s
ultimate illusion.

® Is It I? by Ernest Ford - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943603 - Script: £3

Casting 3, variable. A variation from the author’s comedy writing brings us to a dingy decrepit
house where a man lies alone in a painful stricken state. He awakes to find that his own
character and body are those of a stranger. The torment within himself reveals an
extraordinary event that left him in this dramatic state. A play to test an actor’s talent.
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® Just One Of Those Nights, by David Elliot Brown - Drama (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944617 - Script: £3

In an attempt to make their fortune and escape England, repressed homosexual, Tony and his
effeminate best friend Huggins attempt to kidnap a wealthy heiress. By mistake they snatch
pyromaniac and petty thief Sandra as she leaves the millionaire’s premises after a failed
burglary attempt. They discover their error once back in their bed-sit, where they become
trapped as inner-city riots escalate in violence on the streets outside: riots that may well have
been ignited by an act of vengeance by Sandra. Trapped and defenceless, the three struggle
with their feelings of impotence at a world gone crazy: a world where the rights and liberties
of the individual seem dwarfed by political correctness. Ultimately they decide to seize back
their power and their rights by joining others in a make or break act of empowerment.

® Last Requests, by Peter M Higgins - Drama (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943931 - Script: £3

‘Last Requests’ involves little more than a married couple listening to the radio in the evening.
No one enters or leaves the room, yet a mystery unfolds that seems to defy rational
explanation. The play introduces an original idea designed to capture and hold the imagination
of any audience.

® Lavender Years, by Paul Beard - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940138 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* The emotive subject of caring for elderly
relatives and the right to die is the starting point for this touching drama. The terminally ill
‘Mum’ lives with her son, Michael, and his wife, Joan and longs to be put out of her misery -
or does she? Michael and Joan are against euthanasia - or are they? The last page reveals all.
® Missing, by Marion Watson - A Play 2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944563 - Script: £3

Based on a true event, James is celebrating his one hundredth birthday. As a young boy his
parents disappeared within two days of each other leaving him and his three siblings behind.
They were never heard of again. This play tells what might have happened and how they were
caught up in secret planning preceding World War I. His parents come to him as he sleeps and
reveal the mystery of the secret drawer in his desk. The parts of James’s mother and daughter
are played by one actress and that of his father and grandson by one actor.

® Mr Perfect, by Alan Richardson - Comedy (1m 2f + extras)

ISBN: 9781840945591 - Script: £3

Fashion conscious and career driven Liz has everything she wants, except a man. Her lifestyle
demands the very best, so why should she settle for less than Mr Perfect? Does he exist or is
she chasing fantasy? When Liz accidentally meets old school friend Elizabeth at a hotel lounge
bar while awaiting the arrival of her blind date, she finds herselfin a rather awkward situation.
Mr Perfect is a wickedly irreverent glimpse at the beguiling world of personal ads,
introduction agencies and single clubs with strongly contrasting roles for two young women.
® Off Work Ill, by David Titchener - Comedy (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840945935 - Script: £3
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Both Geoff and Karen are off work ill with a cold at the same time, nerves are short and day
time television isn’t going to help the situation. Something has to give, but as always Geoff
has a plan.

® One Across, by lan Hornby - Comedy (1m 2f + optional extras)

ISBN: 9781840940268 - Script: £3

This play is set in the days leading up to Christmas. David continually annoys wife Emma by
suggesting he may be buying her all sorts of unwanted presents - even though her hints have
made it plain enough she wants an eternity ring for Christmas. Things are brought to a head
when Emma’s mother Agnes comes to stay and takes over the cooking. Emma’s fury mounts
steadily towards the climax of the play at the stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve, when
Emma gets her present and David gets a plate of cold baked beans - all over him!

® Past Baggage, by Raymond Jones - A Play (Im 2f)
ISBN: 9781840943856 - Script: £3

Jennifer, in her mid-fifties lives alone on the third floor of a Council block of flats. In her teens
she left home and joined new-age travellers as a ‘Hippy’. A lone parent, she brought up her
son Dylan. Her father disowned her as did her only elder sister Doris. Her mother reluctantly
acquiesced. Her only living family member Doris is about to visit her, only contact having
been birthday and Christmas cards. Arnold, in his early sixties lives alone in the other top floor
flat. Old fashioned and correct he suffers from loss of memory. How will the meeting go, with
polite interruptions by Arnold?

® Rest In Pieces, by James Cooke - A Play (1m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840944273 - Script: £3

When San and Frank visit their mother in a rest home, it’s because they know what’s best for
her and decide to move her out. The ‘frail” Betty would be better off living with Frank. His
wife was a veterinary nurse and could probably give her the care she needs (she’s certainly
good with whippets!) But Betty is far from frail however; she loves it in the home and even
teaches its residents aerobics. The truth of her children’s visit emerges. Instead of having her
interests at heart, they’re thinking of her assets - and their inheritance pouring into the home...

® Saving Grace, by Cliff Gillies - Drama (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840945546 - Script: £3

‘I haven’t even got a name anymore. I’m Charles’s wife. I’'m Louise’s mum. I’m the cook or
the cleaner... I want to be Grace Thomas again... I want to be the woman I was going to be
when I grew up...” ‘Saving Grace’ tells the story of every woman who has ever struggled to
find her place in life. Trapped by her abusive marriage Grace has to fight to escape and prove
she can make it on her own and as a result she finds true love. Bristling with tension and
romance this gripping and emotional play has wonderful parts for all members of the cast.
Winner of the Alice Mortimer Award for Best Play 2004 Playing time approx. 60mins "Saving
Grace is indeed a triumph... gripped you until the end with a roller coaster of emotion" - David
Kay, NODA

® Shadows In Red, by Paul Beard - A Musical Drama (3f + extras (f))
ISBN: 9781840940374 - Script: £3
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written with Keith O’Gorman *Festival Award Winner* An atmospheric and highly visual
musical drama. A composite setting, strong lighting and sound plot enhance this modern
lesbian vampire love story.

® Some Enchanted Evening, by Derek Parkes - Comedy (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944358 - Script: £3

Monica, a lonely widow, answers a personal ad’ in her local paper. The Advertiser describes
himself as 6ft, dark-haired and late 40's. She invites him to dinner; moments before he is due
an old neighbour turns up, Marge. Monica gets rid of her. The man is nothing like his self-
description - balding, short, dumpy and nearly sixty. He has a nasal voice, takes snuff, has no
sense of humour whatsoever and is addicted to TV soaps. Whilst Monica is in the kitchen,
Marge returns. It is apparent that she has answered the same personal ad...

o Standing In The Gap, by Val Smith - A Play (3m )
ISBN: 9781840942200 - Script: £3

Blind George, a reluctant resident in a retirement home, finds a new life when ‘Jack the Lad’
Danny is forced to carry out his probationary community work in the home. Finding a
common passion for motorbikes, their relationship develops in George’s ‘Lock-Up’ garage.
Danny discovers some startling facts about George, not only in his past, but George’s present
‘blindness’ turns out to be a sham. Incensed by George’s deception, Danny attempts to smash
their joint dream bike. Respect for George is restored when he fends off Danny’s ‘Leader of
the Gang’ friend who is intent on trouble.

® Stardust Melody, by Alan Avery - A Play (1m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840941036 - Script: £3

Mary wakes in a stark room believing she has been kidnapped. She is joined by Tracy who
is equally confused. With the arrival of Jack and his strange ideas the truth dawns on the three
of them. A simple play which nevertheless makes serious demands on the three young actors.
Her warning of impending disaster is sceptically ignored by a clergyman more apt to take
moral affront from a scantily-clad dancing-girl and her smooth-tongued barker. Escaping the
heat and noisy bustle of the fairground the young couple seek the tranquillity of a nearby
moonlit riverbank where, briefly, romance innocently blossoms before being crushed out by
tragic violence. Whilst in the fairground life goes on.

® That Sinking Feeling, by Peter Tickner - A Play (3f)
ISBN: 9781840944310 - Script: £3

Three women trapped in mundane jobs that are tied to an unreliable computer system spend
many of their working hours in shared hopes, dreams and confidences. Motherly Mary is
intrigued to find she may be related to a member of the crew of the Titanic. Jenny,
disappointed in her marriage, seeks ways to rekindle the fire in her relationship with her
husband. Kellyanne daydreams about her new, exciting and older boyfriend and plans for their
future. All this while trying to please or placate an unreasonable boss whose deadlines must
be met despite the vagaries of the computer system.

® The Chainsaw Manicure, by Thomas Kett - Comedy (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943771 - Script: £3
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Two girls, Abigail and Frances. Yarns about sexual adventures - real or imagined - and an
abundance of yoga. This cosy house-share in Peckham is suddenly disrupted by their new
lodger, Gary, an eccentric young man with a desire for ketchup filled sandwiches and an
unusual fetish. Gary’s bed-mate is a large petrol-driven chainsaw. He proves to be more than
a handful, but the noise pollution is the last straw. All hell breaks loose leading to a
devastating conclusion. A short sharp shock of a play which will have you screaming with
laughter one minute and terrorised the next.

® The Cruel Grasp, by Thomas Kett - Comedy (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840943900 - Script: £3

A black comedy set in a dingy South London flat. The play revolves around a close-knit
mother/son relationship, complicated by the arrival of a new admirer. Muriel, the mother, has
transferred her affections from Robby, her son, to the rich newcomer and is attempting to ship
Robby out of house and home. All would be relatively painless if she hadn’t kept Robby so
firmly tied to her apron strings, controlling him with tenderness and blackmail. As a result,
Robby is a curious mix of angry young man and mother’s boy. His behaviour is both childish
and rebellious. A product of his mother’s selfish upbringing. The tension increases and an
unexpected twist occurs when Robby recognises his mother’s new beau from a past encounter.
® The Game, by Jack Kent - A Play 2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940992 - Script: £3

Sue and Paul, married, arrive home with Mark, a long ago school and university friend of
Paul’s they have bumped into in Whitehall. They talk. Mark is Foreign Office, has been
abroad several years and is surprised when Sue and Paul reveal they have and love to play sex
games with friends and strangers. They persuade a reluctant Mark to play one with Sue as a
pick-up, Paul leaving them alone. Sue expertly draws Mark into enjoying the game which ends
with them in bed but, in the morning, wanting more, he is surprised by Sue’s answer.

® The Hypocrite, by Angeliki Zaphiropoulou - A Play (3f)

ISBN: 9781840943542 - Script: £3

Three friends in Athens, Valeria, a student of dramatic art, Ammelia, a student of classical
dance and Elina, a student of photography keep secret their love affair with a common friend,
an architect. There is no problem up to the moment when the hypocritical architect sends all
three a similar bunch of red roses, which causes them to discover the bitter truth. Hurt, they
suffer each in their own way. Their pride and friendship are tested. But, their dreams of youth
proved stronger than love disappointment. Their friendship continues on a basis which would
protect them against the hypocrisy of men.

® The Last Bus, by Charles Ford - A Play (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940770 - Script: £3

The play is set in the living room of Albert and Beatrice Lally’s house. A bed has been set up
there for Albert along with older type of furniture to suit. Albert, an elderly retired bus driver,
has been talked into an operation he didn’t want. It appears not to have gone at all well and
he is confined to bed. He is being cared for by his elderly wife Beattie, a normally mild-
mannered, good-natured woman, whose patience is being pushed to the limit by Albert’s
grumpy behaviour. A visit by Charles Hopcroft, Beattie’s old flame and Albert’s abrasive ex-
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working colleague, doesn’t improve the situation.
® The Last Word, by Rex Baker - A Play 2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840940435 - Script: £3

Dorian Curtis, newly arrived mature student at Oxbridge, meets tutor Professor Langton. It
transpires that Dorian’s late elder brother was a student of Langton’s years earlier. In
Langton’s absence Dorian scans the proofs of his latest book on Napoleon and concludes that
the arguments were lifted from one of his brother’s essays. He threatens to expose Langton
as a plagiarist, which would mean his failing to secure a college mastership, unless he hands
over the proofs. Langton reluctantly surrenders, only to discover that Dorian’s concern for his
brother was a device by which to obtain the proofs and publish in his own name.

® The Man Who Met His Maker, by Graham Andrews - A Play (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840944464 - Script: £3

Dr. Anton Lindenbrook is the living embodiment of H. J. Esenck’s ‘Decline and Fall of the
Freudian Empire’. His professional and private lives are in disarray - to put it mildly. But
Lindenbrook snaps out of self-pity when his nurse, Marlene Primm, announces a new and
unusually interesting patient. At first glance, Mr. Todd Singleton seems like a typical ‘Home
Counties’ Englishman. He claims, however, to have made the world, plus everything and
everybody in it. Did he or didn’t he? That is the question. Lindenbrook finally sees the light.
® The Nurses’ Tale, by Michael Law - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940725 - Script: £3

A blend of myth and reality, this play relates how King Tereus raped his wife’s sister, the
Princess Philomela, and cut out her tongue so she could not tell what he had done - and how
his wife, Princess Procne, killed their only son in revenge and served him up as a meal for
Tereus. But the tale is told through the mouths of the Bard and the two Nurses to the
unfortunate Princesses - the Nurses who have been blinded and penned up between cliff and
cliff as punishment for their part in the tragedy. Or is this really the Nether World they are in?
And can they ever be brought to recognise their guilt?

® The Weekend, by Melville Lovatt - A Play (2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840943368 - Script: £3

Colin returns, after many years away, to pay a weekend visit to Henry and Clair. On arriving,
he announces a ‘change of plan’, indicating he will be staying much longer. For Colin has
returned to win Clair from Henry. Beneath seemingly light conversation, both men become
locked in their battle for Clair. But Clair is not a trophy to be fought for and won. She
ultimately belongs to herself. ‘“The Weekend’, for all three, brings into sharp focus their past
and present isolation from each other.

® The Wench Is Dead, by Michael Law - A Play (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940732 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* A fateful evening in Autumn. When the daughter of an old flame
of his unexpectedly visits Don (for whom literature is the most important thing in his life) he
is at once smitten - old rogue that he is - partly because of her great likeness to her mother. As
she tells her story, however, he is brought to understand why she is here in the first place and
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learns some very painful truths about life - and about himself, too, when he is confronted with
a frighteningly unfamiliar image of himself. Then the real meaning of the Marlowe quotation
is brought home to him - "Thou hast committed - Fornication"? "But that was in another
country, and besides, the wench is dead."

® Three Devoted Sisters, by Tom Kelly - A Play (3f)
ISBN: 9781840941388 - Script: £3

Emily, Ruth and Lizzie are three sisters. At a family wedding they are re-united for the first
time in a number of years. Ruth inadvertently reveals a family secret, that Lizzie is adopted.
This leads to Lizzie getting drunk, for the first time in her life, and telling of her life-long love
for Emily’s husband. Finally they say how they feel about one another and Ruth asks can we
live together and be devoted sisters?

® Touché, by Harry Lowe - A Play 2m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840945157 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* When prostitute Kate arrives to ply her evening trade on her usual
patch, she is annoyed to find alcoholic beggar Alex sitting by a lamp post. He claims he is
waiting for a boy he has befriended, but Kate discovers other reasons for his presence. As they
skirmish over territorial rights and argue about Kate’s regular client, Tony, they reveal the
failed relationships that led to their present lifestyles. Unexpected connections between them
emerge, leading to the prospect of an unlikely partnership and escape from the trap of their
lives.

® Under The Carpet, by Jean Homer - A Play 2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840942569 - Script: £3

Middle aged brother and sister Sadie and Eric meet after many years apart. They are to spend
the night with their father’s body in a funeral parlour, dressed as pantomime characters. They
are obviously not happy about the arrangement but their father’s will states that they must bear
this humiliation if they want to inherit his considerable fortune. As the night progresses, they
talk about their lives and Eric learns some disconcerting truths about their childhood. Their
ordeal is lightened somewhat by the fleeting appearance of an apprentice mortician who has
been left to ‘mind the shop’.

® Up The Garden Path, by Paul Beard - Comedy (2m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941371 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* A delightful comedy of characters and situation for older actors. Set
in the retirement bungalow of Marjorie and Henry in Cornwall, a tale of jealousy and rivalry
in the world of home grown vegetables, that turns to suspicion, when their neighbour’s wife
mysteriously disappears having destroyed her husband’s prize marrow. Is there a sinister
reason behind Ernest’s bonfires? And who was it that trampled the Petit Pois? All is revealed
over a glass of thubarb ‘82.

® Where The Heart Lies, by Paul Beard - Drama (1m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840944167 - Script: £3

A well-known actress arrives at the door of a remote country cottage taking the occupier by
surprise. [t isn’t every day that a celebrity turns up on your doorstep uninvited. Her car hasn’t

New Theatre Publications Page 15

Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

broken down and she isn’t lost either. She is simply looking for her husband. Unbeknown to
the occupier her fiancée is one and the same husband as the actress searches for. A tense stand
off takes place between the two women as they wait for their man to return and more than a
few secrets are revealed. When he returns, his previous affairs are revealed but he maintains
that this time it’s different. This time it’s for good. He’s fallen for his wife’s lies to get him
back once too often and it’s going to be impossible for him to believe another of her lies. She
claims she is terminally ill and needs him for the first time in their lives. Racked with guilt,
he leaves the woman he is in love with but the ending is even more tragic than that!

One Act Plays - 4 characters
® A Capital Solution, by Michael Anderson - Comedy (3m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840945355 - Script: £3

This sequel to ‘EuroTime’ sees EU bureaucrats Gyles, Tarquin and Pandora in another bizarre
meeting with Hugh Pugh. They are required to consider plans devised at a new centre in
Eastbourne, to redraw the internal map of the UK, and to decentralise national institutions
from London to the regions. Another off-the-wall comedy in which our heroes’ antics are sure
to raise a laugh. However, one of them might not be laughing at the end!

® A Man Of The People, by J B Cooper - A Play (1m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840940930 - Script: £3

James Holby M.P. is a true man of the people - or so he would have his constituents believe.
Intent on furthering his career, he plans to marry Pamela, the child-like daughter of front
bench M.P. Robert Renshaw. But Holby’s first visit to his prospective in-laws is far from
successful. For it’s not Robert who greets him but Pamela’s mother, the astute Mrs Renshaw.
What follows reveals a past event so scandalous that, with mounting horror, Holby realises
that to marry Pamela could only result in the end of his career.

® A Question of Talent, by Peter Horsler - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840941173 - Script: £3

By his own assessment, Roland is probably the best art critic in the world. Certainly Felicia,
his favoured student, takes him on his own evaluation. But Fred, a pragmatic art thief, sees
him for what he is and, ably assisted by his daughter, Mona, who is also his accomplice, is
able to use Roland’s inflated ego to his own ends.

® A Sign Of The Times, by John C Bird - A Play (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943290 - Script: £3

The play tackles the theme of wartime xenophobia and its effect on a family living in the East
End of London during the early days of the First World War. Leo Hoffmann, the proprietor
of a family bakery business and a naturalised subject of German descent, is mistakenly
perceived as sympathetic to the enemy and is injured when the business is attacked and
vandalised by a street mob. The play explores the differing reactions of Leo and his wife and
son to the traumatic episode and the way in which they are able to come to terms with an
uncertain future.

® Beggar Your Neighbour, by Ron Nicol - Comedy (4f)
ISBN: 9781840943610 - Script: £3
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Mrs Freebody has copied every detail of Mrs Lightfoot’s living room - or has she? Then, Mrs
Lightfoot reports the disappearance of her husband and twelve children. Mrs Freebody is
responsible - or is she? Police officers Boulter and Cadbury investigate, and are about to make
an arrest for kidnapping, body snatching and mass murder when the truth is revealed.

® Bim and Bub, by Henry Woolf - Comedy (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840944235 - Script: £3

‘Bim and Bub’ commemorates a marriage. The action is neither literal nor consecutive, rather
it exists in the imaginations of Bim and Bub, the husband and wife, as their life together
unfolds. Like all of us Bim and Bub inhabit both the solidly everyday world and at the same
time a less tangible but perhaps more vivid dream world. Who was it that wrote: "We are such
stuff as dreams are made on and our little life is rounded with a sleep"?

® Blind Man’s Bluff, by Stewart MacInnes - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840941951 - Script: £3

Irritated by Linda’s overeagerness to be helpful, Horace is rude and aggressive towards her.
He resents his disability and is forever dreaming back to when he and his wife were a happy
couple. His thoughts are seen in, all but one of the flashback scenes. His home and situation
are constant reminders of his happy past that serve as a release from his misery. He decides
to plant some theatre tickets in Linda’s bag and then accuse her of stealing them in front of
John. John isn’t fooled for one minute. He makes Horace face up to the present and to stop
living in the past. Essentially the play is a story of a man’s love of his late wife who has
difficulty in accepting help from his family and friends.

® Bo And Joe, by John C Bird - A Play (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943658 - Script: £3

The play is a fictional evocation of the ill-starred relationship in the early 1880's between
Beatrice Potter and Joseph Chamberlain, the leading radical politician of his time. Beatrice
later married Sidney Webb and the pair became renowned socialist writers and thinkers and
founders of the London School of Economics. Her affair with Chamberlain is seen in
flashback after Beatrice’s memory is triggered by an entry in her diary. The play opens in
September 1939 in the Webb’s home and ends with Beatrice listening to Joseph’s son, Neville,
(the last person she encounters during the flashback) on the wireless announcing Britain’s
declaration of war on Germany.

® Boiled Cabbage, by Anthony Moore - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840943993 - Script: £3

A pastiche of Absurdism intended to highlight some of the changes in the world that occurred
as a result of the Second World War. Thrill to the adventures of John and Janet as they
experience everything that War can offer. Sympathise with Mum as she throws off the
shackles of patriarchism and learns to think for herself. Watch as Dad withdraws into the
mouthing of unthinking clichés in order to protect his own bankrupt world view.

® Breaking The Ice, by Raymond Jones - A Play (Im 3f)

ISBN: 9781840943955 - Script: £3

Arnold in his mid sixties, with some loss of memory, lives alone in a top storey flat. Sandra,
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his niece, sole beneficiary in his will calls as arranged. Arnold having forgotten the
arrangement is not pleased as he has invited his friend Jennifer, single and in her early sixties,
from the adjacent flat for tea. What are hesitant Arnold’s motives and will they affect a
suspicious Sandra’s inheritance.

® Bridal Path, by Ged Cooper - A Play (Im 3f)
ISBN: 9781840942934 - Script: £3

Lucy is on the brink of marriage and drunk after her hen party. Big sister, Sophie attempts to
inject a note of realism, but a quarrel starts. In the wedding morning from hell, Chris, their
mother, rushes about amid numerous interruptions. Sophie confides her well-founded fears
about Andrew, the groom to her mother, but Chris’s reply changes everything. Then Peter,
Chris’s ex-husband arrives... Lucy’s morning has been a steep learning curve - now it’s
decision time.

® Brief Lives, by Andrew Beattie - Comedy (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944013 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* Brief Lives is a one-act black comedy set in a bleak seaside town,
about two boys, Paul and Alex, who find the body of a dead woman in a house. They decide -
with hilarious consequences - to try to ensure that the woman’s death is dignified, although
their efforts are nearly discovered by a young tramp called Dodge. The play won the Scottish
Community Drama Association’s competition for new writing for youth theatre in 2002 and
has been performed by a number of youth theatre groups. Most recently it received a
performance at the East 15 Acting School in Essex directed by the actress Alison Steadman.
® Champagne For Two, by Ernest Anderson - Comedy (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840941081 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* When their long absent, free-spirited daughter suddenly returns
home for an overnight visit with a scruffy male companion, her affluent, conservative parents
fear the worst, especially as she has said she has a surprise for them. Pregnant! - by him? The
father is blamed for everything, since he has encouraged her to go to art school, where she met
all those Bohemians. The mother becomes hysterical and flees upstairs, refusing to see them.
But she hears everything, there turns out to be more than one surprise, and by the evening’s
end, she comes out of hiding and effusively welcomes him.

® Combination, by Maxine Smith - Comedy/Drama (1m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840946260 - Script: £3

Set 1961, in the backroom of “Jackson’s Grocers”, Lou and Elsie find themselves in the
middle of an armed siege. Volatile Robber 1 attempts to open the shop’s safe while acerbic
Lou walks a fine line and Elsie strangles her beloved cat who is grievously unwell. Robber 2
is revealed as a girl and pregnant by Bill Jackson (proprietor of Jackson’s Grocers). Jackson
has also fathered Lou’s illegitimate daughter and has been having an affair with Elsie. All
three women know two numbers each of the shop’ safe but once opened, Robber 1 furiously
discovers it has been emptied. Fearful that the shop workers have seen too much, he shoots
Lou dead. He then puts the gun to terrified Elsie’s head and in the final blackout, two gun
shots are heard.

® Countryside, by James MacDonald - Comedy (1m 3f)
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ISBN: 9781840945508 - Script: £3

Countryside tells the story of a handful of misfits in an abandoned village in the Russian
hinterlands, asking vital questions about human worth and collective responsibility. Though
its theme is urgent, its tone is mordantly comic, and it would suit general audiences and both
professional and amateur companies

® Don’t Call Fiona, by Don West - A Black Comedy (2m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840941593 - Script: £3

All is normally perpetual harmony in this blissful menage-a-trois presided over by fiercely
protective mother-hen Lindy - but not today. A nerve-wracked George is glued to the dreaded
mobile phone, locked in lengthy battle with the unspeakable Fiona, whilst David lures the
mysterious Jennifer ("I’m an out of work professional - I don’t do it for free!") into the house
for a seemingly nasty experiment. 200 miles away Fiona is taking her clothes off to keep the
bailiffs amused whilst they pillage George’s luxury London house. Lindy erupts, David
chickens-out, George implodes, whilst Jennifer and Fiona team up for the rescue operation.
Things can only get worse? Yes - Fiona has cancelled her funeral and booked a seat on the six
o’clock train from Kings Cross!

® EuroTime, by Michael Anderson - A Play (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840945171 - Script: £3

EU bureaucrats Gyles, Tarquin and Pandora attend a meeting with Hugh Pugh, head of a think
tank, to consider a new idea for the metrication of time. However, Hugh’s revelations leave
them startled, and his bizarre solution verges on the unreal. Nepotism, the attitudes of the EU
towards its own member countries, and its relations with the rest of the world, also come under
the spotlight, and this comic story has an unexpected ending.

® Fat Fred, by Charles Ford - A Black Comedy (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940473 - Script: £3

Fat Fred is dead. A small group of extraordinary people have arrived for the funeral. They are
totally unknown to each other and appear to know little, if anything, about the deceased. Who
are they? Why are they there? Is Amy as genteel and timid as she seems? Surely the West
Countryman must be someone other than a simple Devon farmer? Not surprisingly one is a
police officer on the trail of Fat Fred’s murderer.. but is it as simple as that? All four
characters’ ages can be quite flexible ranging from forty to past fifty.

® Forgive Us Our Trespasses, by H Connolly - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840942477 - Script: £3

Helen and Nigel have just moved house, and are nervously awaiting the arrival of their first
visitors. But there will be no celebrations for this new abode, as old family grievances are
reopened every player has a revelation or a confection to reveal. But as the night’s shocking
events slowly unfold, remarkably it seems to pull this shattered family closer together again.

® Good in the Kitchen, by David Titchener - Comedy (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840945232 - Script: £3

This light, romantic comedy follows Maureen and Norman in their attempt for romance. The
problem is both still live with their mothers, and both spend far too long living in a dream
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world. Maybe fate has brought them together, or was it Norman’s mother? Either way, they
do have to come out of their dream world to notice each other. This short one-act light comedy
is suitable for all audiences. WINNER - Best New Play Shield, Wellington Drama Festival,
November 2005. WINNER a€*“ The Hastilow Cup (Best New Play), Tamworth Hastilow
Festival, March 2006

® Gravy, by James Meadows - A Play (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941609 - Script: £3

"A Post Postmodern Play". Bob Kern is a struggling writer who hates writers who write stories
about writers. He much prefers to write abusive plays about police officers and wealthy
entrepreneurs being murdered by having CV’s forced down their throats. However, Bob goes
missing after attending an extremely unorthodox interview himself, where a high flying
business man is found with Bobs” own CV in his aforementioned respiratory tract. Bob’s
middle-class friends are appalled that such a tawdry old plot clichA© could ever become
true... and then a police Inspector arrives with a very large chip on his shoulder.

® Heaven’s Above, by Diana Raffle - Comedy (2m 2f')
ISBN: 9781840945812 - Script: £3

Sally is dead. Finding herself at the gates of heaven with a depressive and an aging tennis
player, she struggles to first disprove her demise and second to beg for another chance.
Eventually, a clerical error made by a very overstretched celestial admin department gives her
back the life that she realises she so desperately wants; however it’s not without its twist! This
is Comedy; easy to cast with a minimum set and great acting parts.

® Innocent Eve, by Christopher Kelly - Comedy/Drama (2m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840941616 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* Rowan is a New Age child in her late
teens who lives in a wooden shelter in a small wood owned by Eve and Gerald who are about
to split up. Eve stumbles on Rowan’s shelter and on hearing how Rowan is largely self-
supporting by selling dried flowers and her own printed fabrics, is impressed and softens.
Gerald enters, cynical and bitter, demanding that Rowan vacates the dwelling as they are
selling the land for property development. When Rowan’s traveller boyfriend turns up, Eve
and Gerald learn basic truths about their own materialistic lifestyle, their failing marriage and
in the end re-evaluate their beliefs.

o It Happens In Films, by Liz Spear - A Play (3m 1f + 2 extras)

ISBN: 9781840942163 - Script: £3

The storyline twists and turns and just when the audience think they have the piece sussed, it
changes yet again. Sheila is married to Gerald years older than herself. Their house is broken
into by Tom who has been paid to plant various items of evidence in the guise of a burglary
but he is interrupted by Gerald, shot gun in hand and his wife, Sheila. Sheila recognises Tom
as a former pupil and prevents Gerald from calling the police. Instead they sit down and have
a cup of tea and a chat. What follows no one would expect.

® Ladies Please! by Derek Bowskill - A Play (1m 3f plus extras (m))

ISBN: 9781840945072 - Script: £3
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® Mary Hannam, by Marion Watson - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840944952 - Script: £3

Based on true facts from Parish Registers and annuls of the Overseers of the Poor of 1811-12
the play tells of a family’s struggle with poverty and their attempts to obtain financial support
from the parish. Mary Hannam becomes pregnant but will not reveal who is the father of her
child. The Overseer is anxious to discover his name. She falls ill and her parents, Elizabeth
and Bayley Hannam, beg for money to help her. When she dies they have to ask the parish to
pay for her funeral. They then take on the task of bringing up her baby daughter.

® Next! by Paul Beard - Comedy (4f)
ISBN: 9781840944495 - Script: £3

An all female comedy offering four character roles with ages ranging from 18 to 49. Four
struggling and often out-of-work actresses share an eleventh floor flat in London which is
owned by a local private Landlord. The location is vital if any of them are to get the big break
they all yearn for. Their days and evenings are filled with endless auditions, part-time jobs and
in one case a slightly dubious way to earn a crust. They are three months behind with the rent
and the Landlord is not prepared to listen to any more excuses. He is due to call later to collect
what is due or to serve them with an eviction notice. He would prefer cash but is prepared to
accept another method of payment but his suggestion does not go down too well with his
tenants. It is just possible that Mr. Khan has misunderstood the old proverb to mean ‘Cash in
the hand is better than four birds in a bed!’

® Piste Off, by Paul Beard - Comedy (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840940121 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Piste Off is Comedy of characters and situation set in a cramped ski
apartment in the French Alps. Two couples share a hoped-for skiing holiday with no snow!
The sniping, the endless gripes and papering over the cracks by the wives, all sum up vividly
the horrors of such a holiday in close confines in this comically overwrought situation.

® Poor Old Betsy, by Dipo Kalejaiye - A Play (1m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840945256 - Script: £3

An old white woman, Elsie, is suffering in the hospital from an undisclosed illness. Her Nurse,
and companion, Lula, an African American woman sits by her and takes care of her. Elsie
complains that she wants her dead cat back! She is indifferent to her only child, May, who
arrives from San Francisco to comfort her. Elsie’s ranting about her cat continues and at the
end Lula the nurse shows more compassion for her than her own daughter. When the Doctor,
Barnard appears, she refuses to have her blood pressure and heart beat checked, instead she
attempts to remove her 1.V, and to try to teach Dr. Barnard a language lesson. Barnard is
frustrated. She succeeds in sending the Doctor away. Elsie continues to rant about her dead
cat, and to reject the artificial one May gives to her as a gift. She throws the cat out, calling
ita ‘toy’ and conducts an imaginary symphony orchestra playing the tune ‘Ode to Joy’. The
play’s satirical ending is unexpected, and also an indictment on the aging process, love, and
alienation in society.

® Railings, by Keith Clarke - Drama (2m 2f + 1 child)

ISBN: 9781840944174 - Script: £3
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An old woman is transported back in her own mind from 1970 to 1914 by the memory of a
child tapping railings with a stick. She recalls the days leading up to her marriage to John. She
is bright, lively but mature woman battling against the conventions of the day. The battle is
for the heart and mind of John against the back ground of the Suffragist movement and the
carly stages of World War I as Britain emerges from the Victorian era, personified by her
Father. Ultimately she loses the argument and her husband (husband to be?) leaves for war.
We return to 1970 and the woman is left alone and sad.

® Remember Me, by lan Hornby - Drama (2m 2f')
ISBN: 9781840940206 - Script: £3

On the day of friend Tony’s funeral, Calvin is very bitter. He sees his own life with wife Lynn
fading away with no meaning. The shallow life of two friends at the funeral only manages to
sink him further into the depths, where he examines before our eyes why life is so
meaningless. One of them reflects that he wants to be remembered after he dies, and Calvin
points out that nobody is remembered for who they are, only what they did. Everyone
remembers that Christopher Wren built St Paul’s, but nobody knows what colour hair he had,
or whether he wore a moustache. When we’re young, we look forward to things. When we’re
older we look back. Calvin realises he’s missed the one time in his life when he wasn’t
looking forward or back, he was actually satisfied, and he missed it. Lynne and Calvin
announce to their friends that their marriage is splitting because of an affair with Tony, the
recently deceased. This intrigues their friends, but the revelation that it was Calvin who was
having the affair and the knowledge that Tony died from AIDS, quickly breaks the final
friendship apart, leading to a tragic conclusion.

® Rule Of Thumb, by J B Cooper - A Play (4f)

ISBN: 9781840944532 - Script: £3

In 1745 the law decreed that a man could take a stick to his wife, provided it was no thicker
than his thumb. Mrs Farrington had little interest in the ancient ‘Rule of Thumb’. It was part
of our uneducated past. Today, surely, only the lower classes or illiterates beat their wives?
So, when her younger daughter arrives unexpectedly, battered and bruised, Mrs Farrington
believes implicitly her story - she fell down an escalator. Except, as her elder daughter
eventually points out, the store in question doesn’t have an escalator...

® Smouldering Fires, by Roy Iliffe - A Play (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941692 - Script: £3

Chris returns to his digs twelve years after leaving University and is reunited with Tony, now
an arrogant financial advisor, and Fiona, who he was obsessed with. Fiona assures Chris that
she and Tony are just good friends. She encourages him to relate a fantastic tale about burning
down a Stately home, attempts to seduce him then becomes hysterical. Tony rushes in to
protect Fiona. They reveal they are lovers and proceed to humiliate Chris. But, at the end of
this dream play, through confronting his tyrannical dead father, Chris has begun the long
journey towards reconciliation with his past.

® Stockholm, by David Wake - Drama (3m 1f + 1 or more)
ISBN: 9781840946321 - Script: £3
A psychological drama set in a police cell during a hostage crisis. A power struggle between
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the three main characters (2m, 1f) that illustrates the difference between psychotic and
psychopathic. Hard hitting with some appropriate bad language. This play won a number of
certificates, the Rose Bowl and Trophy at the Birmingham heat of the All England Theatre
Festival. It is essentially a three hander with two others and scope for numerous walk-ons.
Easy to stage.

® Strangeways, by Paul Beard - A Play (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940763 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner & Festival Award Winner* The daily lives of the four characters in
this hard hitting modern drama are captured in a realistic snapshot of today’s society. Damien,
is a young unemployable drifter, Sally, is a drug addicted young street prostitute, Graham is
a middle-aged single man who live with his dominating mother and D.S. Collins is an
embittered female detective. All have something in common - they are all caught in some kind
of trap. When their lives are brought together through circumstances beyond their control, the
story unfolds. Gritty, thought-provoking, with moments of pure black comedy, this play
would be ideally suited for Drama festival or performance on the fringe.

® Swingers, by Paul Beard - Comedy (2m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840940107 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* A situation comedy for two men and two women. Set in an eleventh
floor flat on a run down council estate, the occupants try their hands at wife swapping with
a couple from Hampstead, who answer their advert. The meeting of middle class morals and
working class values makes for a comically overwrought situation as misunderstandings and
embarrassment overtake those involved.

® Tasting Poison, by James Meadows - Drama (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840941661 - Script: £3

Simon - a sixth-form swat - is about to go to university. But for one night, he wants to live:
he goes to a party, drinks alcohol and allows himselfto be seduced into an evening of passion
with the most beautiful girl in his school. However, the alcohol does not entirely deaden his
inhibitions: he starts seeing remonstrating messages on the bottom of every glass that he drains
and then a physical manifestation of the Freudian Super-Ego appears before him. At every
opportunity this apparition attempts to sway Simon away from his carnal pursuit by every
means possible.

® That Sinking Feeling, by Michael Anderson - Comedy (3m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840944310 - Script: £3

Europe is under threat from rising sea levels caused by global warming. However the boffins
at Roundley Bottom have devised an ambitious plan for saving the UK, by relocating it to the
Adriatic. Recently promoted head of EU Crisis Management Hugh Pugh, calls a meeting with
bureaucrats Gyles, Tarquin and Pandora to consider yet another harebrained scheme, this time
involving lasers and surplus marmalade. But maybe amongst the detail, something obvious
has been overlooked.

® The Bow-Lox File, by Charles Ford - Comedy (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943887 - Script: £3
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Inept Gordon and his long suffering hapless spouse Lottie, both in their mid-fifties are, not for
the first time, at rock-bottom, both barely managing to survive each financial crisis which
frequently appear to crop up with alarming regularity at their drab, sorely neglected, long
rented Victorian terraced abode, now favourably located in a formerly deprived run-down
inner city area but of late, although of little consequence to the present occupants, enjoying
an outrageously inflated revival. Hard up but unhappy, ill-mannered scruffy unemployed
Gordon, who has somehow managed to secure a part-time school crossing job, appears to sit
around most of the time waiting for something to turn up. Lottie, who has little to look
forward to but is more all about than her idle partner and prepared to take a chance on
anything that looks promising, has managed to drag Gordon along to Sundance Villas, con
merchant retirement home specialists, in the hope of picking up a free holiday offer by playing
them at their own game.

® The Canary Cage, by Diana Raffle - Drama (1m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840944815 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner*Three women are locked in a cellar. One of them is psychotic. Two
are in danger. Only one survives. This play has the power to send shivers down the spines of
the audience and keep them guessing until the end.

® The Common Mind, by Claire Jones - A Play (4f)

ISBN: 9781840943504 - Script: £3

An easy to stage one-act play for four versatile females, two of whom are required to play
different generations of the same character. It explores parenting and attitudes to education
over the last fifty years, and even ventures into the future.

® The Countdown, by John Ellis - A Thriller (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943375 - Script: £3

Sentenced to hang for smuggling drugs into Malaysia Eddie Noakes has only 72 hours
remaining before he is executed. His lawyer vanishes and his best friend disappears. His
British Barrister becomes incapacitated, hence the arrival of Sir Geoffrey Napier QC who with
Junior Barrister Victoria Granville struggle against the odds to save his life. As the countdown
begins and the minutes tick away, Eddie’s life is balanced on a knife-edge. An explosive last
meeting with his stepdaughter increases the tension as Eddie’s life is in danger until the final
moments of the play. Will he live or die?

® The Dispossessed, by Barry Hillman - A Play (4f)

ISBN: 9781840945430 - Script: £3

When pensioner Mabel Maynard gets a Compulsory Purchase Order slapped on her old terrace
property - to make way for a new Shopping Centre - the demolition men are all set to move
in. But Mabel, a self-styled "awkward old sod", isn’t about to go quietlya€| Town Councillors,
social workers and her own daughter are all drafted in to persuade her; and in the ensuing
battle a lot of nasty home-truths and scandals tumble out of the woodwork. Mabel remains
adamant. She "won’t clear out unless she’s carried out". How fate conspires to achieve exactly
that is the story of Barry L Hillman’s festival-winning play, here produced in a full, revised
text by NTP, and a cinch for the mature all-female group.

® The Holiday, by Michael Morley - Drama (3m 1f)
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ISBN: 9781840940961 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* The focus of this play is on familiar family relationships and the
destructive tensions that exist between the generations. An uneventful evening meal at the
Mainwaring’s gradually develops into a tense confrontation between two proud parents and
their sons. Underlying the facade of comfortable domestic order there are hidden pressures on
the two boys as they try to assert their independence. At the climax, both father and mother
take control and the family bonds are shattered - a serious theme but treated with plenty of
humour.

® The Inheritor, by John Mooney - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840942330 - Script: £3

Can human genetic cloning deliver the perfect corporate identity? Sam Denton,
multimillionaire Chairman and founder of Denton International Conglomerates believed that
it could. Only a man created in his own image would be good enough to succeed him and run
the vast business empire he’d built from nothing. He persuades a leading geneticist to help him
produce a clone with the assistance of his wife Helen. Thirty years in the future, their ‘son’
Jack has grown up to resent the reasons behind his creation and sets out for revenge. At the
opening of the play, the Company has collapsed catastrophically, leaving Sam Denton a
broken man. And yet worst is still to come. Can a mother and son confront the terrible truths
of their family history and overcome the legacy it has left them? How much free will remains
when both genetics and upbringing are controlled towards a specific end?

® The Last Tea Break, by Don West - Comedy (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940640 - Script: £3

An intriguing mix of comedy and pathos, played out on an empty stage. This small run-down
museum will finally shut down this afternoon. The axe has fallen. Arthur’s 23 years service
has been tossed aside at the whim of a committee, his Union has deserted him and he is
determined to prove to the Preservation Society demonstrators that he is a force to be reckoned
with. He forcibly closes the place down for a lengthy, unauthorised tea break, driving them
outside into the rain. Aided by Kate, a recuperating ex-alcoholic ‘bag lady’ in a wheelchair,
Arthur makes his last heroic stand.

® The Nightingale, by Steve Hunt - A Youth Play (4f)

ISBN: 9781840940817 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Drama of the supernatural set in the middle ages of the last century.
Three young, well-to-do women are amusing themselves by dabbling in alchemy, astrology
and sorcery when they discover that a serving girl at the house had been hanged for witchcraft
two hundred years earlier. Fancy takes a serious turn when they force their own maid to help
them delve into the past and discover the truth about Catherine Black - "The Nightingale".
® The Perfect Solution, by Clifford Wright - Comedy (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840945904 - Script: £3

Richard Farrow Has a problem: His marriage is on the rocks and his wife won’t give him a
divorce. He has a brilliant idea and comes up with a &€ceMaster pland€ for murder that he
has stolen from an old movie, he needs an accomplice and so asks his long time pal George
Winwick to help. George reckons that the Plan is doomed to failure. But that’s because George
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has a master plan of his own! However, we have all heard the old saying about 4€ccbest laid
plansa€ a€j

® The Power To See, by David Walker - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840941098 - Script: £3

Set in the wilderness, the play depicts the final conflict between good and evil, between God
and Satan. Satan challenges God to keep his part of an ancient bargain. If evil should ever
triumph over good, God had promised to grant Satan the ultimate power of heaven - the power
to see. Satan demands that power and God cannot go back on his word. However the power
to see is not what Satan imagines it to be. It is something far more basic and, to Satan,
destructive.

® Till The Devil Be Up, by Barry Hillman - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840941029 - Script: £3

When Jessica Graine buys an old village house to escape from her unfaithful husband she is
grateful for the friendship of the maid, Gracie, who meets her at the station. Long neglected,
the house is spooky and frightening and the two women soon become aware that the place is
haunted. Alternating between bravado and panic, the new mistress is reduced to a state of
shock as the house’s history unfolds and Gracie is done to death - till the appearance of the
local police sergeant reveals that the house is not so much haunted by spirits as by the maid
and her accomplice who have been squatting unlawfully in the building and aim to repel
prospective purchasers with their scary tales. Free of the hoaxers Jessica can now live without
the threat of ghosts. Or can she? A chilling Victorian ghost story.

® Triathlon, by Carmen Walton - A Play (2m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840940039 - Script: £3

Teams are great. Football, colleagues, relationships. Great until you go off them, decide to see
how good you are alone - or not. Darren and Julie’s marriage is over. With no kids to worry
about, leaving should be straightforward. If only Darren didn’t think Julie couldn’t cope
without him or Julie didn’t think Darren couldn’t cope without her. Avoiding the
unpleasantness of ending a relationship they train for a triathlon. Cycling is easier than being
honest. Jogging is preferable to saying "I don’t love you". Running beats reality. Life will be
great after the triathlon, after the relationship. Won’t it? NB The author gives permission for
this play to be performed by a same sex cast after approved minimum necessary changes to
text to make the dialogues relevant.

® Waiting For Pierrepoint, by Paul Beard - Drama (2m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940114 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* An in-depth psychological study into the
fragmented mind of serial killer and self-confessed necrophile John Christie as he waits to be
hanged. A combination of fact, fiction, theatre and mime, this award-winning play will have
the audience on the edges of their seats, as real and imaginary scenes from Christie’s past are
played out.

® White Christmas, by Allen Saddler - A Play (2m 2f)
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ISBN: 9781840945829 - Script: £3
Seasonal comedy for 2 male, 2 female. What happens when a travelling panto can’t find an
audience. It is Christmas Eve and it is snowing. A show within a show, with panto sketches
and songs against a background of anxiety and conflict. Needs some props.

One Act Plays - S characters
® A Field Full, by Alan Bates - Comedy (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840945294 - Script: £3
Set in the lounge of a seaside hotel in November, a group of mature holidaymakers from
different backgrounds review the aspects of their stay as they spend the last twenty minutes
of their holiday waiting for the coach to take them back home. David and Edwina reminisce
about past lives and uncertainties about their future. There is obviously a chemistry between
them, obvious, that is, to everyone else. Will love prevail and their futures be together? Or will
it all end before it has time to blossom, with the departure of the coach?

® A Letter Of Revelation, by James Cooke - A Play (1m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944044 - Script: £3

When Sarah receives a letter from her son telling her he’s gay, it’s bad enough such a
revelation should arrive in the form of a letter, but the fact it’s delivered by mistake to her
nosey neighbour first makes everything worse, especially as her neighbours read it and
discussed it with her husband. Sarah’s mother doesn’t help either - there were lesbians on her
bus and she declares she can’t stand gay people! As Sarah begins to accept the news her world
is again turned upside down when her son arrives home, culminating in a final twist she
certainly wasn’t prepared for...

® A Question Of Choice, by lan Rae - A Musical (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840941456 - Script: £3

A 25 minute musical set in the Garden of Sepulchres on Easter Sunday. Confused by the
events of the morning, Mary the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene go to the tomb together
with Peter and John. There they come upon Pontius Pilate and his wife Claudia who have also
gone to try to understand what has happened. And when they come face to face, Peter and
Pilate suddenly discover some disturbing similarities about their lives. 5 musical numbers
which are available on manuscript or as backing tracks on DAT - minidisc or tape.

® A Simple Ceremony, by Barry Hillman - A Play (5f)

ISBN: 9781840943238 - Script: £3

Florrie’s son is getting married at the local Registry Office, in ‘a simple ceremony’ - after all,
the bride has been married before. Representatives of both sides of the family are waiting in
the nearby pub for the ceremony to begin. Florrie has refused to join them in this vulgar
celebration and waits in the Town Hall with her friend and sister. But there is a secret
underlying the whole occasion:- Donald is an adopted son, and when his real mother turns up,
determined to see her boy settled in life, the balloon goes up. Florrie, tough, and incapable of
sentimentality, is incandescent. She fights the interloper and her family for possession of the
man she has fostered for 30-odd years and all sorts of family secrets are dragged out of the
woodwork. Will she be generous enough to let go; or will her pride force her son to choose
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between two mothers?
® Absent Thee From Felicity, by Graham Billing - A Play (1m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840942361 - Script: £3

Exactly a year ago, sixteen-year-old Felicity went missing. Still without any news about her
and unable to account for her disappearance, the other members of her family react to it in
different ways. Her eldest sister Christina refuses to let it stop her living her own life, while
the middle sister Maria does all she can to keep Felicity’s painful memory fresh. Their mother
has lost the ability to feel anything and their estranged father loses himselfin alcohol-induced
sentimentality. A local journalist, hoping for a new angle on the story, has to admit defeat.
There are no new answers.

® After Dougal, by Paul Francis - A Play (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943801 - Script: £3

In an Edinburgh community centre, on the first day of January, 2002, a group of activists
gather for a meeting. Dougal, their leader, is missing. He may be in prison, or on the run, or
working as a police informer. The group explore the possibilities, and look for clues. Then
Rory arrives. A new recruit, or possibly a spy? In the shadow of 9/11, it’s hard to be sure
what’s real, or who to trust. Can they work together, in the future? Or is the war on terror too
big, too black to deal with? Gradually, the group splits up, and only with the final dialogue
do we grasp what has been happening, and guess at what’s to come.

® Amazing Grace, by Rena Pope - Comedy (5f)

ISBN: 9781840942392 - Script: £3

The play takes place in a convent where the nuns are enthusiastic D.I.Y experts. The Bishop
thought the place had been demolished years ago. Grace, a clumsy duster, manages to turn
around a religious stature, or did she? The convent is in crisis. Has the Saint herself turned her
back on the whole affair? Is it a miracle, but it’s unexpected if it is, but then as one nun says,
‘aren’t they all’. However it happened, the bishop is forced to re-think his attitude and the
audience don’t know the answer either.

® Appearances, by Justine Jupe - A Play (1m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840940565 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* A conflict of opinion is layed bare when the ambitious Stephens is
confronted by two punks, Blue and Zita, in the hotel foyer which he manages. The P.O.V is
offered to the audience who represent society, and who can choose to identify with the pro or
anti aspect of the characters, as they accuse and defend their beliefs. The sub plot is that of
individual responsibility, reflecting the attitudes of right and wrong, judged by society (the
audience). There are no winners, but there is a price to pay, as the past catches up on Stephens
and the present catches up with Blue, trapped by probation. Even Zita’s victory is hollow, as
she faces the future without her two friends, Kirsty and Blue. This easy to stage play provides
strong roles for both female and male parts, with plenty of scope for artistic licence.

® Balancing, by Paul Francis - Drama (3m 2f')
ISBN: 9781840945317 - Script: £3
The events portrayed in Balancing take place in the present day, somewhere in the UK
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(preferably local to where the play is being performed). The play is set in Morton and Foster,
an accountancy firm in the age of Enron. Tom Morton and Jim Foster are the old guard, who
have had to adapt to new ways. Jan and Sadiq are the younger generation, eager to succeed.
When the possibility of a partnership comes up, they both have tough decisions to make. How
much do they want this promotion, and what exactly will it cost?

® Besieged, by Sebastian Hayes - A Thriller (4m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943399 - Script: £3

David, the only surviving member of an IRA gang is in a house under siege. With him is
Carol, a young woman taken by mistake during a botched kidnapping attempt. She declines
to go out with a white flag and they talk idly while waiting for the inevitable assault when
David intends to kill himself. But there are twists and turns yet in this exciting psychological
thriller.

® Call Girls, by David Muncaster - Comedy (1m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840945706 - Script: £3

Call Girls is set in a call centre providing IT assistance to an unspecified company. Three of
the women get on well together and ‘have a laugh’ but for the last six months their happy little
group has been spoiled by the presence of Laura, an arrogant and aloof troublemaker whose
predilection for short skirts and low cut tops probably has more to do with her getting the job
than any particular work skills. Thankfully this is Laura’s last week and the others decide not
to let her go without letting her know exactly what they think of her. Surprisingly it is Mary,
normally the quietist member of the group, who really lets rip but this uncharacteristic
outburst could be the biggest mistake of her life.

® Come the Resolution, by Paul Beard - Comedy (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940145 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* A fast-paced situation comedy. The action takes place in the
suburban home of Roger and Audrey Fuller, the morning after a riotous New Year’s Eve
party. Not so much a who done it, more a who done who. Resolutions rise and fall as the day
progresses whilst the characters try and remember the sleeping arrangements of the previous
evening.

® Committed, by James Cooke - Comedy (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840944099 - Script: £3

Pam’s got her dates wrong. She was expecting a group of swingers to arrive (having mistaken
‘Swinging’ for a dance class when she joined). Less than enthusiastic about holding her first
orgy (but deciding it rude to say no) you’d think she’d be pleased when the committee of the
local am-dram group turn up instead (of which she’s honourable secretary). Unfortunately one
of the swingers has got his dates wrong too and has parked himself on Pam’s bed. Trying to
keep him a secret, the meeting is a shambles - especially when it’s revealed exactly who the
lusty swinger is...

® Comrades In Arms, by Michael Hodges - A Play (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940459 - Script: £3

+ boy 11. Treachery and deceit, the careless disregard of the individual by Communism and
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Democracy are the themes. Set in 1917 - Baku - newly-established Soviet Government -
Stepan Shaumian is a Chief Commissar whose position is precarious - at risk from the intrigue
of fellow Commissars and the advancing Turkish enemy. Perversely, a deepening sympathy
and friendship, despite contradictory ideology, evolves between Shaumian and the British
Consul, Julian Sutherland. These circumstances are exploited by the play’s "lago", the
unsmiling and ambitious Commissar Anna Anskov, who, manipulatively, discredits and
deposes Shaumian, betrays Baku and attempts to ensnare Sutherland and the British while the
Bolsheviks creep away.

® Daughters, by Justine Jupe - Drama (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840941142 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* Since her separation from Joe, Lydia has striven to bring up three
daughters, one studious, one obsessive, one rebellious. Always family first, an apprehensive
Lydia decides to invite her new love Roger round on her birthday to meet the three girls. Their
reaction is of paramount importance to Lydia’s happiness. On the eve of her birthday Joe re-
appears for the first time in years, dividing loyalties with his request for an alibi and causing
Roger to be the catalyst that divides the daughters’ opinions during Lydia’s birthday. As
chance deals fate’s ironic hand, the truth of reality questions Lydia’s love for both her family
and Roger, exposing feelings that corner Lydia into a poignant choice for the future.

® Dead Virgins, by Mark Govier - A Play (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943566 - Script: £3

Jackson is a Bohemian visual artist who derives his inspiration from the lives of the wretched
drug addicts he picks up with the lure of free drugs. Enter failed thief, Ron and suicidal
teenage prostitute Belinda, and watch as the night is turned into a work of Art, which cuts all
ways. ‘Dead Virgins’ is a ‘mature audiences’ one act play about Art, drugs and crime of 45
minutes duration. It has been successfully presented both in the UK and Australia and is
suitable for adaptation for both film and educational purposes.

® Delivery, by Judith Davis - Comedy (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840945881 - Script: £3

Dan delivers a sculpture and meets Chloe, waiting for an interview. They are immediately
attracted and get on well until Dan admits to being a painter. Erskine storms in, furious with
what he sees as Dan’s treachery. Eleanor Trafford, Gallery Manager, meanwhile, is enraptured
by ‘Delivery’ and suggests an astonishing selling price. She doesn’t realise that the sculpture
is a water-damaged case of Plaster of Paris. She is also mistaken about Dan. He is a painter,
but only of yellow lines. ‘Delivery’ was a finalist in the 2006 Drama Association of Wales
Playwriting Competition.

® Doing One’s Bit, by Jean Homer - Drama (5f)

ISBN: 9781840942668 - Script: £3

Alocal Women’s Institute group, meet every Wednesday afternoon, in a nearby fitness centre,
to prepare for an important event. In three days time they are to take part in a countywide
fund-raising extravaganza. The five women, with very different personalities, have objectives
as diverse as their individual needs.

® Double The Trouble, by Paul Beard - Comedy (2m 3f)

New Theatre Publications Page 30



Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

ISBN: 9781840945621 - Script: £3

When air stewardess Joanne arrives home unexpectedly, she finds her boyfriend, Adam,
entertaining Russian twins, Yvonne and Y vette. If that isn’t bad enough and doesn’t cause its
own mayhem, it transpires that they are illegal immigrants, smuggled into the UK by the
Russian Mafia to be put to work, against their will, in the vice trade. To add to the problems
they have hidden in Joanne’s flight bag at Moscow airport a consignment of drugs and are
now on the run from both the authorities and the Russians’ man in England. A fast paced
comedy of farcical proportions with an ending that just doubles the trouble.

® Doubting Thomas, by Paul Beard - A Play (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840944181 - Script: £3

14 year old Kirsty has been missing for three days. Her adoptive parents and grandparents are
clearly distraught. Time passes agonisingly slowly as they wait for news and doubts begins
to surface when Tom fails to return home following a television appeal arranged by the police.
Is it just routine that the police are planning to dig up the newly laid patio or do they have a
sense of something more suspicious? How far will this family go to protect itself from the
rumours and speculation that is bound to surface as local people and the family members begin
to point the finger of blame close to home? When Tom returns home having helped the police
with their enquiries even the people closest to him begin to have doubts. When the body is
found in local woodland it seems that Tom is in the clear but the story doesn’t end there and
the family have one more shock to come when the killer is revealed.

® Fresh Fruit, by Michael Paslawski & Roy C Booth - Comedy (4m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943986 - Script: £3

+ 1m/f. What do two misguided, down-on-their-luck men do to reverse their fortune? In the
case of Harry Pitts and Gerry Atrics, they set up their fresh fruit selling stand in front of a
corner market with an unfriendly owner, Flynn James. Their troubles begin when they bump
into (literally) the owner’s fiancée, who develops feelings for Gerry. Harry and Gerry come
to blows with Flynn to win the girl and in the process discover Gerry’s destiny. This is the first
of the Harry and Gerry comedies.

® Full Circle, by Paul L Hedge - Drama (4m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840940510 - Script: £3

A ghost hunt with a twist. It is Paul Belmont’s fiftieth birthday and he relates to the audience
an event that happened to him on his eighteenth birthday in the 1960's. As he does so his
thoughts are acted out stage left. Eventually an event happens that he knew nothing about and
so shocks him that he finds himself travelling back through time to confront the perpetrator,
completing the full circle.

® Get One Free, by Eve Blizzard - A Play (5f)

ISBN: 9781840944723 - Script: £3

Passing Furze’s Funeral Parlour gave Edie an idea. Her well-meaning but bossy daughter
Susan had arranged a seventieth birthday party despite protests from Edie. The trouble was,
Susan and her family didn’t seem to understand Edie enjoyed life - in her own way. Susan had
to learn that her mother wasn’t a dependant. To do this Edie decided to show how independent
she could be - when necessary. After all, Edie had plans for her future. In fact, Edie’s visit to
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Furze’s Funeral Parlour influenced future plans of, not only Susan, but the staff and a
distraught customer too!

® Gus, by Richard B Purdue - Drama (2m 3f')

ISBN: 9781840942729 - Script: £3

+1 extra. This one-act play focuses on a marriage plagued by class warfare. A steeplejack and
a school teacher drift intensely apart, as the former sticks to his working class habits and his
wife aspires to better things. The contest seems to centre on their differences over Gus, a large
(and growing) pet parrot whose devilish behaviour brings a quirky end to the marital conflict.

® Hairline Crack, by Jack Green - Comedy (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943054 - Script: £3

Cindy Allbright is very impressed with a hairy Squadron Leader. Also she is critical of her
husband Stan’s approaching baldness which she attributes to moral weakness. Stan enlists the
help of his old friend Charlie Morgan who is a research chemist. Charlie surreptitiously
supplies Stan with an experimental hair restorer. Their secretive behaviour leads an ambitious
Probation Officer to suspect them of dealing in drugs... and as it turns out, Charlie does have
something to hide.

® How The Jellyfish Lost Its Bones, by Roy C Booth and Cynthia Booth - A Play (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943832 - Script: £3

Cast 5 any mix. A children’s fantasy play based on a Japanese folktale, our tale takes place in
the Imperial Palace of the legendary Dragon King. In an attempt to satisfy his pregnant
Queen’s odd food cravings, the Dragon King sends the intrepid Turtle on an errand to bring
back a monkey’s liver with unsuspected results, especially for one nosey, insulting Jellyfish!
With an entertaining message and colourful dialogue, this lighthearted comedy is great for
young children and adults, too. This play has already been produced in Bemidji and Grand
Rapids, MN, Grand Forks, ND, and Winnipeg, Canada.

® Jumpers, by Tom Casling - A Play (4m 1f or 3m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840945973 - Script: £3

David Clark has reached a crisis in his life. He can see no way out of it and no point in going
on, so he has decided to end it all. He has made his plan and decided how to take his life. He
is going to jump off the Tyne Bridge. As he climbs out onto the edge of the bridge he decides
to leave one final message for his wife, as if by way of an explanation. He cannot face talking
to her direct so he decides to leave a message on the answer machine knowing she will be out.
Then the interruptions begin.

® La Valée, by Rena Pope - Drama (1m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840942002 - Script: £3

Jane, a writer of murder mysteries is disturbed by the brooding atmosphere of Carol’s second
home in France, isolated in an area of disused quarries, granite tombstones and crosses lie half
buried in the long grass. Half buried too are secrets from the past which add to the fear as the
tension builds, and secrets of the present are revealed. For three friends what should have been
a carefree holiday becomes a sinister unfolding of tragedy and betrayal, the house once again
is the setting for violence as the women become aware of the danger surrounding them
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through their love for the same man.
® Legendary Lives, by Paul Francis - Drama (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840942736 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Best Overall Play - Drama Association of Wales Playwriting
Competition 2000In a Welsh local radio station, two reporters are preparing a programme
about local celebrities. Robert will interview Glyn Thomas, a retired poet, while Helen, a
success in London, is coming back to talk to Elaine Morgan, a political star of the past. But
is this a genuine tribute, or a planned hatchet job, digging up possible scandal? As the play
develops, we find out more about Glyn, Elaine and their history, but we also see Robert and
Helen tackle their work in very different ways. A play with contemporary realism, which
tackles serious issues (privacy and the media, political integrity, love and poetry) but also has
whodunit elements - what exactly happened, who knows, and what will they do about it?

® Lunch Time, by Derek Bowskill - Comedy (1m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840945195 - Script: £3

To the outside world, John lives a dull and lonely existence a€* but in fact he has an active
secret life involving an attractive inflatable doll, known to him as Veronica. Margaret lives
with her friend Dorothy a€* in a relationship that is not unlike that of John and Veronica.
Chance dictates that the paths of John and Margaret should cross 4€“ indeed criss-cross in a
manner that they seem not to comprehend. Ostensibly, and as perceived by themselves, they
are sensitive and considerate mature people a€“ but events prove that the capacity of the
human mind for self-deception is unlimited.

® Lysistrata’s Daughters, by Rena Pope - A Play (5f)

ISBN: 9781840941241 - Script: £3

An adaptation of ‘Lysistrata’, has been entered in Drama festival by St. Mary’s Women’s
Group, produced by the vicar’s dynamic wife. It concerns Athenian women, sick of the wars
with Sparta, calling a sex strike. Perhaps on reflection it wasn’t a suitable choice - or was it?
Revealing aspects of local life about a men’s secret gardening society, come to light during
rehearsals in the Scout hut. Feminist sympathies overtake initial reticence, and who says you
can’t take a marrow hostage? A battle of the sexes ensues, which the women of ancient Athens
in Aristophanes’ play would have applauded.

® Nothing Personal, by Allen Saddler - A Light Musical (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840946628 - Script: £3

® Out Of Time, by Susan M Hawkes - Drama (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840943733 - Script: £3

Harry and Peggy meet by accident in London during an air raid. Sixty years later, Harry is
trying to cope with increasing frailty, petty bureaucracy and Peggy’s worsening Alzheimers.
The play follows their relationship down through the years as it examines the endurance of
love, the pain of loyalty, and the frustrations of old age and illness.

® Overdue, by Chris Pitt - Comedy (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840944211 - Script: £3

Librarian Daniel has barred almost everyone from his library. He is also extremely rude to his
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last remaining reader, Annabelle, and is in love with Shakespeare’s Ophelia. But events take
a stranger turn when the fictional heroine of a romantic novel turns up to persuade Daniel to
let the public back in. Through flashbacks we see Daniel’s relationship with his mentor,
Agnes, while Annabelle descends into an Ophelia-esque madness. Daniel is finally challenged
to a duel by Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, for Dramatic finale!. An award-winning comedy
looking at how relationships appear easier when your loved one is fictional.

® Pieces And Bits, by Rex Baker - A Play (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840940077 - Script: £3

James Brogan, resident in a retirement home, amuses himself with jigsaw puzzles. Niece
Margaret and her son Donald visit. Margaret seeks a £10,000 loan to start a millinery business.
James agrees to give the money if she wins a race between them. Who will be the first - James
to finish his puzzle of Hogarth’s "Shrimp Girl" or Margaret to complete an exact replica of the
Girl’s hat? Later James, about to finish the puzzle, finds he is a piece missing. Searching for
it on the floor, he has a seizure and dies. Margaret, wearing the hat, arrives too late. Mrs de
Vere, a fellow resident, hoping to ensure Margaret’s victory, had hidden the missing piece.
® Private Eyes, by Jonathan Posner - Comedy (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840942408 - Script: £3

When hard-nosed, hard bitten, trigger-happy detective Rowman Henley first meets the
luscious Monique, he knows things are gonna be interesting. But if he knew the web of lies,
intrigue, family feuding and gratuitous killing that this sassy dame would lead him to, maybe
he’da thought twice before kissin” her so hard... This light-hearted spoof of 1930's American
detective stories features larger-than-life colourful characters and a fast-moving plot full of
quickfire comedy.

® Shades Of Blue, by lan Hornby - A Play (4m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840942088 - Script: £3

David is a retired Policeman, terminally ill. Daughter June blames him for her mother’s
suicide years before so she and husband Alan plan his murder for the inheritance. They hire
the shady Jones to do the job, little knowing that David didn’t retire - he was discreetly sacked
for criminal activities, and Jones was one of his criminal friends. There is honour among
thieves - Jones will not see David murdered nor the couple escape. Yet David is shot...

® Sweeties For Billy, by Paul L Hedge - A Play (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840941005 - Script: £3

The play is set in the St. Michael’s village hall, Morton-Avon, Devon and starts in the year
1916. Ruth and heavily pregnant Beth are rehearsing for a recital. Billy, the village idiot,
causes a tragic accident. We are then transported in time to 1945 when Beth’s son stumbles
upon his birthplace.

® The Bench, by Clifford Wright - A Play (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840944006 - Script: £3

"The Bench" is a silent witness to the daily events of the street. The day is Thursday and this
is the day for Gregory’s usual visit, an appointment he has kept with "The Bench" every
Thursday for ten long years. However, Gregory’s visit today is different, for today he has
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arrived later than usual, a fact that will change his world forever. You see Gregory has a
secret, a secret that only he knows. We all have a "skeleton in our cupboard" and Gregory’s
skeleton is about to jump out and bite him!

® The Boomerang, by Melville Lovatt - A Play (4m 1f)

ISBN: 9781840943115 - Script: £3

Ben, aged 12, has been given a boomerang and sets out with his father and grandfather to try
it out in the local park. Unfortunately, the boomerang becomes lodged in the branches of a
very high tree. No amount of stone throwing by Ben’s father, Bob, can dislodge the
boomerang from the tree. The image of the boomerang lost in the tree’s branches becomes
central to the lives of the three. For all three are struggling separately with feelings of loss: Of
a boomerang, of a job, of a wife and mother and of life itself. Their emotions and knowledge
are concealed from each other for reasons of pride, cowardliness and love.

® The Children’s Act, by P Hogan Coyle - A Black Comedy (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941821 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* As played by adults, Gloria, Ted, and
Cindy are beastly children. Spoiled, sullen, brutal - they are trapped in a childhood subject to
whim and the casual cruelty of their parents. Embroiled in resentment, Mother and Father can
not see the damage they do. The conflict erupts during a family day out in the park. Pushed
beyond endurance, the children act. Bitingly funny and truly shocking, "The Children’s Act"
will cause many a complacent parent to squirm in recognition. The easily realised set and
finely drawn characters make this thought-provoking play an ideal choice for either Festival
or Fringe production.

® The Enemy Within, by Stephen Aspinall - A Play (1m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941944 - Script: £3

The enemy within explores the relationship between an elderly woman and the male home
help she has thrust upon her against her will. Their changing attitudes towards each other and
the consequences of two opposites forging an unlikely friendship, which eventually goes
beyond client, employer, relations, resulting in hurt and happiness for them both, in different
ways.

® The Hen Party, by Paul L Hedge - Drama (5f)

ISBN: 9781840941623 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Dawn, Rachel, Fiona, Maggie and Baba have been out celebrating
Dawn’s hen night. They return in very high spirits to Bab’s house, much the worse for drink.
As they sit in the garden, Babs tells them the history of the house, in particular the cellar. She
explains that years ago, it was used for Devil worshipping when a young virgin bride was
offered up to the devil as a fertility rite. Spurred on by drink and an impromptu seance, all the
girls decide to go down the cellar (the auditorium) and leave the stage. The mood changes
dramatically when the cellar door slams shut. The play continues for some time within the
audience and in total darkness. Did the girls conjure up the devil? Was it just coincidences?
Or was it a case of mass hysteria brought on by too much wine?

® The Message, by Derek Bowskill - Drama (5f)
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ISBN: 9781840945218 - Script: £3

Iris Travers, a widow in her fifties and Enid Croxley, her unmarried elder sister, live together
not entirely in harmony. Two of their younger friends are visiting them for what they expect
to be an evening’s entertainment: namely, a visit from one Mrs. Dart - a well-known
clairvoyant. When this lady abruptly leaves after giving her summation of the encounter,
"...habits have built up the walls of betrayal - some walls are past and some are yet to come,"
the evening’s entertainment turns into something of a revelation and a revolution.

® The Most Perfect Daughter, by Rena Pope - A Play (5f)
ISBN: 9781840942385 - Script: £3

A play for five women, a thought provoking and up to the minute exploration of the
mother/daughter relationship. Isobel favours Sally, the youngest, over Carrie, a professional
woman a doctor like Isobel, but then there is Elsa, the most perfect daughter. The action takes
place in a Nursing Home.

® The Retiring Highwayman, by Michael Legat - Comedy (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941791 - Script: £3

Gentleman Toby Royster has decided to retire from "the road". Stopping for the night in a
lonely Devon inn, he cannot resist robbing his travelling companions, Lady Amelia Titepurse,
an heiress in search of a husband, and Mr. Bragwell, a debtor in search of money. Both are
easy game - especially Lady Amelia when she has drunk of the landlady’s home-brewed
posset, which has an aphrodisiacal effect. All ends happily when Toby decides to return his
victim’s money and jewels, and rides away, together with his sweetheart Nell Bedworthy,
leaving Lady Amelia to make advances to Mr. Bragwell.

® The Return Of Spring, by Graham Sessions - A Play (2m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941319 - Script: £3

Ellie, Geoff, Ginny and Mary were a close family until Ginny met Rick, then her relationship
with the family started to turn sour. Freedom alone was what she wanted and Rick gave her
that independence. On realising her own attitude was selfish and that Rick only wanted from
her what he could get, Ginny finally returned to loving her family.

® The Strains of Academia, by Tim Wildman - A Play (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840945096 - Script: £3

Professor Henry Piston is joined in his office by fellow academics George and Derek. George
reveals his forthcoming armadillo research project, and Derek his diversification into plastics
manufacturing, whilst educational standards, the role of committees and the value of
consultants all come under the comic spotlight. Meanwhile hapless secretaries Susan and
Amanda try their best to understand Henry’s idea of the alphabet, and the rules which
determine how degrees are classified.

® The Violinist, by Angeliki Zaphiropoulou - A Play (3m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840943535 - Script: £3

After having enchanted the audience by playing on his Stradivarius violin, a family heirloom,
in the Opera House in Paris, Richard, the violinist, returns to his dressing room to find out
that, Elizabeth, his beloved pregnant wife, a ballet dancer, has been kidnapped. Depressed,
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Richard is morally supported by Flora, his mother and Andrew, the conductor of the orchestra.
When the schemer contacts Richard on the telephone, he easily yields to his demand to give
his Stradivarius violin in exchange. But, thanks to the efforts of Andrew and the efficiency of
the police, Elizabeth is safely set free and the whole scheme revealed.

® The Worst Day of My Life, by Alan Richardson - Comedy (1m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840946116 - Script: £3

Charlie Brown’s day in hospital begins very well. His devoted wife is at his bedside; a scene
of conjugal bliss, that is until another female visitor arrives. When she reveals that she is also
Mrs Brown, it looks like Charlie’s got some explaining to do. As his previously secret life is
hilariously disentangled, a third female visitor arrives, also claiming to be Mrs Brown. You’d
think Charlie’s day couldn’t get much worse - but it does. Highly Commended in the SCDA
Playwriting Competition and tailor-made for a “mature” cast, the play was described by one
adjudicator as “A witty comedy... beautifully written”.

® The Yorick Run, by Charles Ford - Comedy (3m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840940916 - Script: £3

The play is set on the lower deck of a London bus on New Year’s Eve 1990... or is it? Cecil,
a retired police sergeant, sadly misinformed with reference to his good lady wife’s activities
during his absence from their matrimonial abode, has unwittingly mis-avenged and in despair
and grief, after seeking solace from several bottles, boards a bus, a bus number long
withdrawn from service. Sobering up a little after a sleep during the bizarre journey he learns
from one of his equally bizarre fellow passengers that his investigation and ruthless action
appear to have all been a terrible mistake. However, before his comeuppance, other mysterious
and chilling events are about to follow.

® TRACKS, by Geoff Graves - A Play (1m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840944822 - Script: £3

*** Festival Winner *** The HQ of T.R.A.C.K.S, The Rochdale Association of Creative
Kanitting Societies, is a cover for a school for assassins, known internally as The Regional
Assassination, Corruption and Knocking-off School, set up through secret funding by a secret
department of a secret government. The operation runs smoothly until a genuine knitter visits
the office a day earlier than expected and runs into the school’s newest recruit.

® Two’s a Crowd, by Michael Legat - Comedy (5f)

ISBN: 9781840943481 - Script: £3

Vicar’s wife Janet Welling and her friend Liz Crawford are thrown into panic when the
formidable Lady Carteret announces that she intends, after all, to open the bazaar that
afternoon. But West End star Alison Hilton is on her way, expecting to perform the same duty.
The only possible solution is to have two openings, but an even more tangled web of hilarious
inventions and deceptions has to be woven as Liz and Janet try to keep the two openers apart.
All ends happily - apart from the twist in the curtain line.

©® Whose Bed Is It Anyway? by Tim Perkins - Comedy (3m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943894 - Script: £3

Set in a private ward of a City General Hospital sometime in the 1970's - there is one bed, two

New Theatre Publications Page 37

Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

patients and three members of staff - oh, how times have changed! Barclay Barrington-Brown,
a private patient, is seriously ill and seriously wealthy whereas Fred Hayes isn’t. Even so Fred,
an NHS patient, is put in a private ward with Barrington-Brown causing rivalry and confusion
but eventually a lasting friendship... of sorts! Pretty young Nurse Winfield, on her first day
in the hospital, finds it challenging looking after two patients with only one bed, not to
mention meeting the demands of Ward Sister MacDonald, the most fearsome person ever to
wield a bedpan. Meanwhile the hospital continues to function, rumours continue to circulate
and blankets continue to disappear with the help of Dewi Evans, a hospital porter. In the end
they all live happily ever after.. or do they?

One Act Plays - 6 characters
® A Night At The Moulin Rouge, by Barry Hillman - A Play (6f)
ISBN: 9781840942880 - Script: £3

When Madeline joins a team of dancers at a sleazy Paris nightclub at the turn of the last
century, she feels that this could be her big chance for success. For isn’t the famous Can-Can
dancer, the legendary la Goule, the team leader? La Goule! Who scandalised the world with
her wild dancing and amoral life-style; star of the Moulin Rouge and friend of artist Toulouse-
Lautrec. But Louie Weber (la Goule) is past her prime, sluttish, foul-mouthed and addicted
to booze and she and Madeline are soon at each other’s throats: and when a mysterious
‘gentleman caller’ starts courting the fading star and turns out to be not at all what he seems,
the situation becomes electric and pregnant with conflict.

® A Pressing Engagement, by David Walker - A Farce (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942033 - Script: £3

Elizabeth has spent the weekend visiting her elderly mother. During her absence, Richard has
thrown a party that began on the Friday evening and ended in the small hours of Monday
morning. When he awakes, seriously hungover and minus his memory, his friend Terry and
his brother Henry have some alarming information for him. What did Richard do at the party
and how can he get out of the hole he has dug for himself? And who the hell is Mrs.
Henshaw?

® A Slice Of The Cake, by Jean Homer - A Play (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944631 - Script: £3

Following the funeral of Brian’s elderly father, Brian and his wife Sylvia arrive at Braybourne
and Betteridge, Solicitors for the reading of Brian’s father’s will. It is anticipated that this will
not be straightforward as six months prior to his death, Brian’s father had married Tracey, a
thirty-five year old gold-digging hairdresser. As they await Mr Braybourne’s delayed return
from court, further complications ensue when an eccentric Old Lady appears bringing with her
some startling news and an unwelcome companion.

® And Then Came Spring, by George Brockhill - A Play (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941975 - Script: £3

Retired business-man Harry Tinsley is playing Chess with Solicitor friend Alec Grillom. He
is bored and longs for old colleagues, particularly the women. The game is interrupted by the
entry of his wife, Janet. She is in a rage, chiefly though not wholly on account of having just
seen a play presented by a group of young offenders which is an uncomfortably-near-the-truth
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portrayal of Harry and his friends. Immediate litigation is discussed, but Harry relents when
the charming author and one of her charges pays him a visit, and an accident obliges her to
offer him a part. Alec however has different ideas, and Harry is deprived of his role, and left
sadder but no wiser to be revitalised by a stranger.

® At The Third Stroke, by David Walker - Comedy (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941920 - Script: £3

Simon Thornby is a worried man. His wife, Maggie, has invited her parents to come and live
with them after their own house burned down in mysterious circumstances. Simon is against
it all, but is powerless to prevent it. The house is too small to accommodate all four of them.
Simon has hit upon the idea of a house-swap and has placed an advertisement in the local shop
window. A young couple reply to the ad’ and turn up on a Saturday night. Simon thinks that
they have come to view the house, but he is wrong. He could have worded the advertisement
a bit better.

® Black White, by Justine Jupe - A Play (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840940046 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* The macho style of Sergeant Johnnie Johnson comes under scrutiny
when a female D.I. takes up the case of the abduction of a young prostitute. When his son is
implicated, does Johnnie Johnson risk his career or her life? Conflicts of attitude disguise real
motives and hide a multitude of sins.

® Bottoms Up, by Lee Emsley - Comedy (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840942989 - Script: £3

It’s Christmas Eve and Dorothy and Justin are planning a spot of murder for Christmas, but
the object of their intent has a plot or two of his own up his sleeve. The (un)timely arrival of
Santa Claus could be divine intervention, or simply their just desserts!

® Bum Deal, by Paul Beard - Comedy (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840945638 - Script: £3

When best friends Suzie and Kathy head off on a last-minute deal to Greece for a weeks
holiday, instead of the planned trip to Bognor Regis, they think their secret is safe from their
families and Suzie’s long-term boyfriend. They return to find that a National Sunday
newspaper has written an expose article on the bad behaviour of the Brit’s abroad and included
a photograph of a naked female backside, in a very compromising position, taken at a
nightclub in Greece to support their story. Suzie is named and shamed in the article but she
has no knowledge of entering the weekly heat of ‘The Rear of the Year’ competition. What
follows is a comic exploration of farcical proportions as they try and keep the story hidden.
But when the truth is revealed - in more ways than one - there is one final surprise for
everyone - including the audience.

® Crisis, by Dougie Blaxland - Comedy (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840945768 - Script: £3
CRISIS is a satirical comedy in which a group of &€cesad, separated and sagginga€ 40 year

olds embark on a therapeutic holiday tour in search of psychic health. Led by the irrepressible
Trish, the holiday a€cerepa€ , and Ivor, the prurient tour bus driver, four complete strangers
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begin a package coach tour during which they revisit the most traumatic points in their lives
in order to confront personal demons and acknowledge hidden secrets. The revelations
culminate in the objectionable Gavin’s final confession that he has lived his entire adult life
disguising his true identity. CRISIS involves the six actors playing multiple roles in a one act
play that moves at break-neck speed.

® Crossed Lines, by Peter Rolls - A Farce (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941913 - Script: £3

The setting is a railway carriage on a provincial line, recently privatised and now operated by
A-1 Travel. Outside is thick fog or pitch black tunnel. The train leaves Nixfield Junction for
a destination that is increasingly unclear. Stuck in a tunnel and loop-line, fraught by cash-flow
crisis - it wanders the system, unwanted and unloved. None can escape, except for Finbow in
the unfortunate business of the missing platform. In mid-journey, Integrated Transport takes
over and the service is Euro-aligned. The train speeds to pastures new: Bienvenu, Brussels and
Wilkommen, Wurtemburg. We leave the passengers to their fate...

® Day Of Judgement, by Jeffrey A Lee - Drama (4m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840942255 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner* Auschwitz survivor Joseph Kreitz lives in comfortable retirement
with his daughter and granddaughter in their city apartment somewhere in the United States.
One day when he is alone, William, his servant, brings him a letter in which Franz Riedel, an
ex-SS sergeant, requests an interview. Though William has been ordered never to let strangers
into the apartment, Joseph insists and the meeting between Kreitz and Riedel after fifty years
leads to Dramatic climax involving all the characters.

® Do We Know His Parents? by Tom Casling - Drama (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840945980 - Script: £3

John and Lesley Scott are due to meet their daughter’s boyfriend for the first time. They are
anxious to make a good impression and like any doting parents are reminiscing about how
quickly their daughter has grown up. They decide to make a special tea for the occasion. Like
most fathers John is over protective and wants to know more about this boyfriend and his
background. This causes him to ask the question that many parents, particularly fathers,
through the ages have asked: 4€eDo we know his parents?a€

® Doctor Mort’s Free Weekend, by David Walker - A Youth Play (2m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941524 - Script: £3

Marie, Debbie, Miranda and Billy have won a competition in the magazine "Youth Today".
Their prize is a free weekend at Doctor Mort’s Youth Hostel, promising fun, laughter and
great night life. However, instead of their dreams becoming reality, their realities turn into
dreams - and eventually nightmares, in the strangest Youth Hostel on the planet, run by the
"slightly dead" Doctor Mort and his mysterious young companion, a one hundred and fourteen
year old girl called Halloween. The four teenagers are about to be given lessons in the darker
side of life. Will they learn from them?

® Down the Hole, by David Wake - Comedy (4m 2f)
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ISBN: 9781840946475 - Script: £3

Set during the Cold War, a training session on civil defence is interrupted by a nuclear war!
As the three survivors attempt to cope without training, but with the assistance of the tea lady.
One of them decides they must repopulate the planet. But first they need the right form.
Comedy power struggle with tea and two sugars. Very minimal set.

® Everything At Stake, by Darren Edwards - Comedy (4m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943153 - Script: £3

Brunelle had everything prepared, he was certain the leader of all vampires would be
impressed by the small nest he ruled over, sure they were a little dim but they carried out the
duties of every good - or should we say bad - vampire to perfection. Brunelle had nothing to
worry about; or so he thought. The arrival of a new less than perfect vampire and a crazed
vampire hunter determined to turn them all into little piles of dust put a new light upon the
subject with hilarious results. Can Brunelle sort through these difficulties before the Master
arrives, he’d better, everything’s at... stake.

® Girls’ Talk, by Tom Kelly - A Play (6f)
ISBN: 9781840941531 - Script: £3

‘Girls’ Talk’ opens in a comprehensive school on the last day of school life for five girls.
Alison, Christine, Julie, Tracy and Claire. Julie wants to go to university, the rest to work or
vocational courses. Christine has discovered she is pregnant and feels her boyfriend will not
be supportive. Two years on and Christine has had her child adopted. Estelle, fifteen, is
introduced and she mirrors the girls’ attitude in the opening scene. In a series of short scenes
the girls’ hopes and dreams are examined with them finally looking to the future with
confidence.

® In The Frame, by Jean Homer - A Play (6f)
ISBN: 9781840942484 - Script: £3

Day to day life in an old people’s home is enlivened by a wacky, likeable, care assistant who
assumes that two of the elderly residents can be coerced into assisting with a desperate plan
to conceal her boyfriend’s unlawful activities. However, as the police close in, she has not
reckoned on the residents deceptively quick witted reactions which result in a totally
unexpected outcome to their exploits.

® Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime, by Chris Pitt - Comedy (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944228 - Script: £3

Upstanding London gentleman Lord Savile is told by a fortune teller that he is destined to
commit amurder. Determined not to shame his fiancA©e, Arthur postpones their marriage and
vows to fulfil his destiny in the most inoffensive way possible. But after failing to poison his
aunt and blow up his uncle, the Dean of Chichester, Arthur’s future looks grim - until a great
opportunity presents itself. Classic Oscar Wilde, this is an hilarious and insightful look at fate,
featuring the inimitable Lady Windermere. This adaptation was chosen for performance at the
Oscar Wilde Symposium 2002 at Oxford University.

® Mayhem Players Present Love In A Transylvanian Mist, by David Welsh - Comedy (3m
3f)
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ISBN: 9781840943450 - Script: £3

Mayhem Players, the company who presented ‘Death By Murderous Means, Mellow Drama
and Spectre At The Faust, return to the fray again with their unique style of production - comic
lunacy combined with sincerity. They are trying, although they do not always succeed.
Resources may be limited but the ingenuity is not. Sets are the best they can manage from the
bits and pieces they have, and costumes are often cobbled together with imagination if not
accuracy. It is also noticeable that their casting net still dredges up some strange fish. In this,
their latest venture, they follow the classic story of Count Dracula and his relentless stalker
Professor Reisling. (I told you they didn’t always get things quite right.)

® Midsummer Madness, by Jeffrey A Lee - A Play (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840941333 - Script: £3

Variable casting. Shakespeare’s ‘rude mechanicals’, Quince, Bottom, Snout, Starveling, Flute,
and Snug from ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, meet to perform a play. As Quince, their
leader, has failed to produce a script, they decide to improvise and this leads to a farcical
‘romp’. The play is probably best performed in a somewhat boisterous and full-blooded style
in the open air.

® Murder At The Cathedral, by Ron Nicol - Comedy (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840943627 - Script: £3

Henry King is furious that his Cathedral Players haven’t won anything at any drama festival
since the defection of leading actor Tom Becket to the rival Priest’s Gate Drama Club three
years ago. Sally and Toby decide to do something about it, and Tom Beckett disappears. Did

Knight and Barron bump off the Priest? Did Polly poison the coffee? And what happened to
the body?

® No Thought For The Morrow, by Jean Homer - A Play (61f)

ISBN: 9781840942576 - Script: £3

Every Thursday afternoon, following a lunchtime meeting of their women’s group, Barbara
and Jane repair to the Primrose café for tea. Their weekly routine and that of the waitress Beryl
is severely disrupted by the arrival of two more customers who blatantly challenge Barbara
and Jane’s notion of what is ‘right and proper’. But, even for them all is not what it appears.
® One Day with Molly and Goff, by Roy Ramsay - A Play (2m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941296 - Script: £3

The play deals with conflict between neighbours. Joe and Betty have a detached house in a
leafy suburb. They are content with their situation and want a friendly relationship with their
neighbours. Goff and Alice own a large house round the corner - the ends of their large
gardens abut. Joe is prematurely retired. Goff'is an elderly man, very stout, who leans heavily
on his stick. Goff, an ex-miner from Wales, is a Jekyll and Hyde character who alternates
between warmhearted and belligerent. Joe is tolerant of him but his patience is often tired.
Their wives appear, as do Florrie and Norma, two neighbours.

® One Letter Out, by Duncan Marshall - Comedy (4m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840945652 - Script: £3

Attending her first meeting at Whitehall, newly-elected MP Julia finds herself part of a
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departmental team reviewing Government policy on alcohol, tobacco and drugs. However, she
is thrown into a state of confusion by the other team members, whose opinions seem both
irrational and contradictory. Only the appearance of a latecomer to the meeting reveals the
reason why.

® Parish Politics, by Anne Graham - Drama (1m 5f)

ISBN: 9781840946246 - Script: £3

The Civil War may be over, but personal battles are still being fought in this English village
of 1663. Severe punishments and ever-harsher laws breed fear, greed and superstition.
Meanwhile, vengeance marks time. Then a child is born... A period drama of five scenes,
alternating between a room and a street, Parish Politics was a winner of Weston Arts Festival,
Wordplay Competition 2006, and performed on May 4th and 5th, 2007, by The Wayfarers
Drama Group at The Theatre in The Hut, Weston-super-Mare.

® Rehearsal, by Michael Legat - A Play (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942231 - Script: £3

Rehearsals have begun for a new West End play. When the leading lady is killed in a car
accident, two other actresses in the cast are affected. The confrontation between them means
for one the end of her career, but for the other it could be the first step on the road to stardom.
® Rest Cure, by Derek Bowskill - Comedy (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840945201 - Script: £3

Doctor Larson is the proprietor of a psychiatric nursing home and the inventor of ‘mask-
grafting’ - a technique by which clients are cured of their ills and transformed forever into
happy souls. Engrossed in his own ego, he is unaware of the behaviour of his staff. Pat Cole
has been brought by her aunt, Miss Cole, who considers Pat’s compassion for under-dogs to
be a pointless pessimism to be cured by therapy. The sexual mischief and irresponsibility of
the staff permit Tim, a skilled pretender who has beaten the system, to neutralise Pat and
viciously turn the tables in a macabre finale.

® Sandwiches - Two Short Plays, by Rena Pope - A Play (6f 6f and 7f)
ISBN: 9781840942378 - Script: £3

Making Sandwiches (6f): In time of celebration or crises this what women do - make
sandwiches. The scene is the aftermath of a wedding. The women gather in one room, the men
of the party are heard offstage, drinking and laughing. Friction arises between the mother of
the bride and the mother-in-law, but Stanley, an offstage goat, unites them after the men fail
them. A play with social comment as well as laughter. Eating Sandwiches (7f): This play can
be performed in its own right or as a follow-on from the above. The setting is hospital room
where a man lies dying. The women - natural homemakers - transform the bare ward into a
cosy place to sit, watch and eat sandwiches. Not uncaring, but practical at a time of death, their
conversation is amusing and increasingly ironic as the identity of the dying man is revealed.

® Say Goodbye To Ronnie, by John Ellis - Drama (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840944143 - Script: £3

Joanne Johnson is convinced she has seen a Red Taxi with black spots all over it, parked in
her front drive. A giant ladybird, she calls it. The problem is no one else can see it. Is this part
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of a devious plot by her husband, Ronnie to convince the police she is going mad, or does
Ronnie have a more sinister motive... murder. Further ramblings by Joanne that business
friend Franco Cicero has murdered his sister prove to be fruitless, resulting in the police
doubting her mental state. Telephone conversation at the end of the play gives an unexpected
and chilling ending to the play.

® Sleeping Partners, by David Walker - A Play (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840941630 - Script: £3

Michael Rhodes and Don Henderson were once business partners in the financial services
industry. Two years ago Michael walked out after discovering that Don was using the
knowledge Michael had given him, to make a killing on the expanding Eastern markets, using
clients money invested in his own name. For two years Michael has been obsessed with
exacting revenge on his former partner. During these years there has been no contact between
Michael and Don. Louise Rhodes has invited the Henderson family for a meal. Is it to try to
heal the rift? Or is it to humiliate her husband? And what is the revenge that Michael has
plotted?

® The Canterville Ghost, by Chris Pitt - Comedy (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943634 - Script: £3

A new adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy. An American family take residence at the
infamous Canterville Hall, known for its cantankerous ghost, Sir Simon, who has haunted his
family home since his untimely demise in 1575. He attempts to dislodge the interlopers - but
their ‘modern’ ways thwart him... until he comes up with a fiendish plan. Broad comedy,
philosophy and a Gilbert and Sullivan spoof (I Am the Very Picture of a Petrifying
Poltergeist) combine in a wry look at the past, present and the demands of society.

® The Drilling Of Rachel Withers, by Jeffrey A Lee - A Farcical Comedy (6f)

ISBN: 9781840942224 - Script: £3

The Receptionist is sick. Rachel Withers, the dentist, hasn’t arrived. So the apprehensive
Nurse Ponsonby finds herself manning the dental surgery alone. Unfortunately, the first
patient, Mrs Potts, is an unusually demanding woman who spends much of her time thinking
about her teeth. Matters become increasingly complicated when Mrs Taphouse arrives with
a broken bridge and a mysterious ‘Whiskers’ keeps phoning to say ‘the balloon is about to go
up’. When Rachel Withers arrives she finds a scene of considerable confusion, but her troubles
are just about to begin...

® The Ghost Of ‘Lantern Jack’, by John Ellis - A Play (4m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840943580 - Script: £3

A station waiting room in a chaotic state is the setting of a nightmare evening for Sir Geoffrey
Napier QC and his colleague Victoria Granville. A cardboard box that moves on its own and
the subsequent discovery of kidnap victim Julie Nolan leads to a hostage situation for all three,
with old adversary Eddie Noakes. Sudden unexplained flashes of light and a door that swings
open by itself add to the increasing tension. Tempers get frayed as the tempo reaches boiling
point. The arrival of a Taxi driver adds an unexpected twist; posing the question does the
Ghost of ‘Lantern Jack’ really exist?

® The Mazarin Stone, by Ron Nicol - A Play (5m 1f)
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ISBN: 9781840943351 - Script: £3

An adaptation of ‘The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone’ from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s ‘Case
Book of Sherlock Holmes’. Master criminal Count Negretto Sylvius steals a fabulous Crown
diamond - the Mazarin stone - and Sherlock Holmes determines to get it back, despite the
Count’s threat to murder him. Sylvius confronts the great detective in his consulting rooms
at Baker Street, but is tricked by the use of a dummy into revealing the whereabouts of the
precious jewel.

® The Offence, by Diana Raffle - Drama (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944129 - Script: £3

The Tapham Players are meeting for a play reading, but what begins as a routine evening,
slowly deteriorates as a prospective member arrives. An unsolicited call from the local high
security Psychiatric hospital that afternoon. Has created doubt over the identity of this new
member and his arrival is greeted with suspicion. As the play progresses, nerves and
misunderstandings lead to near panic as gradually the group begins to disappear one by one,
but who is the perpetrator? This play includes comedy, suspense and an exciting twist that
takes the audience by surprise, be prepared to see them jump!

® The Prison Within, by Michael Legat - A Play (3m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840943498 - Script: £3

In a thirteenth century prison a group of people await trial - a merchant, a beggar woman, two
sisters and a man who says that he is a Saint. The Saint’s fellow prisoners demand that he shall
substantiate this claim by performing a miracle and curing one of the sisters, who is lame.
When his prayers fail, the self-styled Saint is forced to admit that he is a charlatan, but before
the play ends it is plain that a miracle of a different sort has in fact taken place.

® The Six of Us, by Peter Tickner - A Play (6f)
ISBN: 9781840945942 - Script: £3

Six ladies, dissatisfied with the performance of their male dominated Parish Council stand for
election and are returned. None of the ladies have experience in local government and as the
parish clerk resigned and left the village on an extended holiday they have little guidance on
how to proceed. Not all the ladies are known to each other and those who do are not
necessarily friends. One or two have strong opinions and ideas on how the council should be
run, others see it as an opportunity to make friends and influence people. The rest are bemused
at their election.

® The Tramp, by Roy lliffe - Drama (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840941678 - Script: £3

*Festival Award Winner & Writing Award Winner* Dickie Perkins is teetering on the edge.
His wife, Brenda, often berates him for his lack of worldly success and when he fails with his
latest attempt to gain promotion at the Moon Life Insurance Company it is the last straw.
Dickie claims he is being haunted by a scruffy tramp in a green mac. This provokes Brenda
into conspiring with suave, sophisticated next door neighbour, Mr. Francis, to remove her
husband to a Psychiatric Unit. Mr. Francis sells his house and moves in with Brenda. Their
future looks rosy until events take a violent and dramatic turn.
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® The Waiting Room, by Paul Francis - Drama (3m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840942835 - Script: £3

Darren is an ex-army man who thinks he’s had a bad deal, but he isn’t sure about what he
wants. Gradually, we find out more about what he’s done and how he’s been treated. He takes
a random group of strangers hostage, and by the end of a tense day they have learnt more
about each other and themselves. All of them are gripped by the mounting tension which
builds during the play, intensified by pressures from outside. This is a suspense story, but also
a study of changing relationships which offers challenging possibilities to an ensemble cast.

® Time And Rosemary, by Rena Pope - A Play (6f)
ISBN: 9781840941340 - Script: £3

Visiting a medieval manor house, Rosemary is fascinated by a 15th Century tapestry in the
Great Hall. She little imagines she will soon be part of it, changing places with Lady Elizabeth
who longs to go shopping and hasn’t been out for 200 years. As a tapestry figure, Rosemary
learns that a mistake in the Guide Book could be put right with her help. Lady Elizabeth
borrows Rosemary’s plastic mac to buy thermal underwear, so what is she doing at
McDonalds? Later, historians puzzle over the odour of onions pervading ancient documents,
the audience know the answer, Rosemary’s forgotten.

® To Serve Our Master, by John Ellis - A Play (4m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840943948 - Script: £3

A young woman is shot dead. Rupert Rutland is caught red handed with a revolver in his hand,
by his butler Joseph. Is this an open and shut case for Chief Inspector Armature? A later
disclosure that Rutland is being blackmailed adds to the evidence against him. Released on
police bail Rutland tries to abscond but is thwarted by the police. A spiteful attack on the
victim’s character by Rutland’s wife Clarissa adds a possible alternative motive for murder
jealously. In a chilling climax loyal servants Martha and Joseph listen to Dramatic radio news
bulletin, is this the end for Colonel Rupert Rutland?

® To Sleep, Perchance..., by lan Hornby - A Play (6f)

ISBN: 9781840943443 - Script: £3

This play was written for a group of 6 girls who are currently Year 12 Speech and Drama
students in South Africa. They had searched the catalogues and the Internet for a play for six
girls based, roughly, on an insomnia theme, but could find nothing, so this was the result. It
involves six young women at a summer camp. Anna has a deep-rooted personal anguish which
she eventually decides to share with Brenda. Their chat attracts girls from other rooms and
each explores her own real or imaginary problems, until Anna realises she’s not alone in the
world.

® Why Won’t They Believe Me? by Ian Hornby - A Play (2m 4f + extras)

ISBN: 9781840940251 - Script: £3

A thought-provoking rework of the Nativity in present day guise suitable for youth and church
groups. Marie is pregnant, but swears her innocence. Those who should believe her, including
her parents, do not, and vice-versa. Marie and boyfriend Joe can find no shelter when they go
to "the City". They are spurned by her GP, teacher and the clergy, helped by addicts and the
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homeless, who emulate the shepherds, and a policeman, doctor and truck driver the wise men.
In a final song (music and lyric included), Marie turns to the audience and asks, "Well, if it
happened today, would YOU believe it?" Playing time approx. 15 minutes.

One Act Plays - 7 characters
® A Poisonous Affair, by John Ellis - A Play (4m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943825 - Script: £3

A very early Sunday morning meeting with Detective Miles Cavendish poses a dilemma for
Sir Geoffrey Napier QC. Rowland Digby is accused of Conspiracy and Murder. Will this
jeopardise the departure of Rowland to Kuala Lumpur to defend Englishman Eddie Noakes,
sentenced to hang in a Malaysian jail. Did Rowland add rat poison to the curry meal that
sealed Maria Kemps fate? What dark secrets are close friends Angela and Thomas Jackson
hiding? A police raid later that morning on Rowland’s flat uncovers the remains of the rat
poison. As the play reaches its surprise climax could Sir Geoffrey be wrong. Is Rowland
Digby guilty?

® Accident Of Circumstance, by Ron Nicol - Drama (3m 4f + 6m/f variable)

ISBN: 9781840942767 - Script: £3

John suspects that people are plotting against him. His GP diagnoses him as schizophrenic.
John is a highly intelligent man; he analyses his illness and the treatment he’s enduring, and
knows there’s nothing wrong with him. His encounters in hospital with the doctor who seems
baffled by his illness become increasingly fraught. His relationship with his wife Ellen
disintegrates, and their marriage breaks down. His turbulent and increasingly difficult life ends
in his death, and a release from his pain. Drama based on actual events, and told in John and
Ellen’s own words.

® All About Alice, by George Brockhill - A Play (3m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943788 - Script: £3

Colin Lester, Drama Student returning home, senses skeletons in the previous generation’s
cupboard, about which even his mother, Alice seems reluctant to talk. Why does workaholic,
religion-obsessed uncle Simon try so desperately to preserve his young daughter’s fancied
innocence to the extent of banning Alice in Wonderland from her reading? And why his
morbid fear of paedophiles? At an informal business meeting called by Simon, Colin plays a
probing game which involves his aunt Stella which evokes startling confessions. But the
biggest surprise is provided by a business rival of Simon’s who has called to settle an overdue
account.

® And This Was Christmas Eve! by Michael Morley - Comedy (3m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840940954 - Script: £3

A light-hearted festive comedy though the theme of helping the homeless gives it a topical
seriousness. Set in Edwardian times (when garden cities were springing up) in an Estate
Agents office on Christmas Eve, Mrs Sparsit and Lucy are at work as church bells ring and
snow is beginning to fall, but no one buys a house on Christmas Eve. Meanwhile, the
Salvationists are out helping the poor and homeless, so Lucy and Mrs Sparsit decide to join
in. This play evokes the warm-blooded spirit of a Dickensian story and with colourful
characters, music and carols it offers an enjoyable, thought-provoking play for Christmas.
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® Awning Has Broken! by Tim Perkins - Comedy (4m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840944914 - Script: £3

It’s August, it’s Cornwall and it’s raining. At least it was raining but it is expected to brighten
up sooner or later possibly. Jake and his second wife, Miranda, plus his two teenage children
together with her father and his mother are all away on the annual (compulsory) family
holiday and are currently confined to the awning of their caravan. "What are we going to do
today?" is the question on everyone’s lips, but the answer is different depending on age,
agility and attitude. The children are bored, the old folks are boring and the parents are, as
ever, trying to make the best of the self inflicted misery. At times the conversation drifts in
various directions and so do the children - but a few home truths are divulged, like Granddad’s
affair, Jake’s previous life and a curious set of coincidences are uncovered.

® Careless Talk, by Christopher Kelly - Drama (5m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840940084 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Max Schiller is a German-born pharmacist, living in the East End
of London just before the First World War. His English-born daughter, Victoria, is fearful of
the antipathy generated by the tensions between England and Germany. Their lives are
complicated by the arrival of Peter Fleishner, a young German assistant to Max. As war is
declared, Peter is stranded, local feeling turns to hate and Victoria is subjected to terrifying
hostility. In self-defence, Peter kills a local trouble-maker. Will Victoria stand by her German
origins or betray Peter to save herself?

® Daddy Good, by Allen Saddler - A Musical (5m 2f + extras)
ISBN: 9781840945836 - Script: £3

Frank Goodman runs a holiday home for slum children. The home is under-funded, but Frank
has his faith.

® Dangerous Mission, by John Ellis - Drama (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840944600 - Script: £3

Underground cave chamber hiding a Security truck, containing ten million pounds in gold and
silver bullion, proves to be an extremely dangerous mission for a specialist Secret Service
Unit, facing a race against time to retrieve the bullion. Hot on their heels are a Terrorist group
hell bent on the same objective. Explosives are set to blow a hole in the side of the truck which
goes horribly wrong. A virus is found in the Computers programme which threatens to wreck
havoc. The discovery of a Mole in the team adds to the tension. A final confrontation with the
terrorists provides a nail-biting climax, with a surprising twist to the end of the play.

® Dead or Alive? by Keith Hindell - A Play (3m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941494 - Script: £3

The play is a fantasy about a pregnant woman entering an abortion clinic who argues the pros
and cons with the twin embryos inside her, their father and two spare sperms. The action takes
place in a children’s playground or is it her womb? Or her mind? The main protagonists are
the boy embryo who pleads with his mother to be born and the girl who approves her mother’s
decision to abort them both. After some initial antagonism the woman tells the embryos the
story of their conception which they find absorbing although they manage to get slightly
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wrong impressions of their father. When he appears in the latter part of the play he pleads with
the woman to give the children life. He is welcomed as an ally by the boy embryo but fiercely
castigated and catechised by the girl. Finally the woman goes through with her original
decision but there is a further twist which negates her choice.

® Every Kind Of Fool, by Fred Partridge - Comedy (3m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840942552 - Script: £3

Polzunkov is a fool: a professional buffoon. He makes his living telling people how it all came
about. He used to be a conscientious Civil Servant, engaged, or thought he was, to Mashenka
the daughter of his superior, Fedosy Nikolaich. But what with the Cavalry Officer, and not
being acknowledged by his Father, who went and died without leaving him a rouble, and then
the Inspector, to say nothing of Marya Fominishna, her mother, and of course the Maid! And
it all started out as an almost perfectly innocent April Fool’s Day joke! But it put paid to his
poor old Granny.

® Flowers, by David Wake - Drama (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840944051 - Script: £3

Lily and Daisy, two grandmothers, accidentally meet at a bus stop and while waiting find
themselves discussing the flowers that have been attached there. The play concentrates on the
two ladies and their conversation, while passers-by provide a contrast to their more traditional
views and prompt their discussion on how the world has changed from when they were young.
The distractions of a kissing couple and two men leave with the arrival of the elusive No 50.
As the two ladies wait on, the real reason they are there is revealed - they have a secret in
common.

® French Toast, by Diana Raffle - A Farce (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840945805 - Script: £3

After twenty-five years of marriage, Frederique and Jasper are delighted to find that their
marriage was never legal and they are free. However, their daughter’s wedding to an
international rock star must come first, and so when an interfering member of the Press gets
wind of this story, they endeavour to act like a happy family for all they are worth. This is a
one act farce; fast paced and with a very funny twist. Great for one act evenings or festivals.
® Mary, by John Collings - A Musical (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942590 - Script: £3

+ extras. It’s Mary’s wedding anniversary, Mary has a flashback. Then Mary receives news
that her husband Bill has died. Bill appears as a ghost, and tells Mary to go on without him.
Mary refuses. Bill disappears. Mary is blamed for Bill’s death. Mary contemplates suicide. It
is New Years Eve. Mary meets Alan, but is attacked, by her relatives for doing so. Mary
rebukes herself for going out with another man, and attempts suicide, but is stopped by her
dead husband. Bill persuades Mary to carry on with her life. Alan appears and toasts in the
New Year.

® Old Habits, by Anne Dunphy - A Play (3m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840944716 - Script: £3

Steve and Mary’s marriage has broken up. The play opens at the wedding of their daughter.

New Theatre Publications Page 49

Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

Steve brings along his new wife, a younger more exotic model. Tensions run high as Mary
tries to cope. Her daughter blames her for the break-up whereas the son blames the father.
Mary has brought John along for moral support. John is a recovering alcoholic. Steve has a
drink problem too. As the action progresses, the strain tells, and a family secret is revealed
which turns everything on its head. Auntie M, the eccentric old aunt, provides comedy and
relief in this heavily-charged drama. And the lesson: It’s not just the older generation who
suffer from a broken marriage.

® Rachel Outgrows The Easter Bunny, by Ernest Anderson - A Play (2m 5f + 2 m/f)
ISBN: 9781840942873 - Script: £3

Poor bunny! He’s getting old and doesn’t know how much longer he’ll be able to keep up his
gruelling schedule of colouring Easter eggs all year, then travelling around the world on Easter
Eve to distribute them. And being a life-long bachelor, he has nobody to train for the job. ‘If
I only had a kid,” he laments. And to make things worse, Rachel says she doesn’t believe in
him any more - and Santa Claus and two Halloween witches show up while he’s making his
rounds, claiming it’s their night! Only a miracle can save him - and it does!

® Right Couples, by John London - Short Plays (4m 3f to Sm 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943344 - Script: £3

‘Lemon!” ‘No.” ‘Trousers!” ‘“Trousers?’ In ‘Right’, a couple exchanges one-word phrases until
the woman explodes under the pressure. In ‘Couples’, women talk about men and men talk
about women, but the sexes never really meet. So, at the end of the evening, who’s the ‘right
couple’? These two short plays provide several challenging roles for actors and perhaps even
an answer to the question. On ‘Right’: ‘tragi-comic look at the surreal extremes of
communication breakdown’ Time Out

® Round Here, by Alan Pritchard - A Youth Play (5m 2f)
ISBN: 9781840940367 - Script: £3

Kurt, Brendan, Spike and T.J. break into their school one Sunday night to steal exam papers.
Brendan, however, locks the others in a store-room, and disappears. Trapped, the boys soon
discover that their usual defence-mechanisms are useless, and have to find a way of dealing
with the very real prospect of being caught red-handed.

® Save the City Baths, by Sylvia Ann Jenkins - A Play (4m 3f +2m/f + extras)

ISBN: 9781840946284 - Script: £3

Emily Houseman is a recently retired Primary School Teacher, who loved her job, so is feeling
a bit useless. She has joined a Latin class, where she meets Rose, a retired Police Inspector,
who is a lively character. Rose discovers that the local council want to close the old City
Baths, and tells Emily. Much against her will, Emily is ‘encouraged’ to stand for the council
on a ‘Save The City Baths’ ticket. She has help from her niece, Bea, and her polo playing
boyfriend, Gary. Some neighbours, Robert, an unemployed road cleaner, and a University
Lecturer with the unlikely name of Professor Percival Pomegranate Chocolate Hob Nob not
New Labour Jones are also press ganged into the campaign. Does Emily win? Are the City
Baths saved? Friendships are made and cemented throughout this play. Maybe Rose or Emily
will find romance.

® Situation Vacant, by lan Hornby - Comedy (1m 6f Variable casting: 1m)
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ISBN: 9781840940305 - Script: £3

Unemployed Derek doesn’t really want to work, and wife Jane has had enough. After a row
she walks out on him, suggesting he should go through the papers for a job. Enraged, he
decides to advertise for a new wife. The series of applicants each looks too good to be true at
first, but finally he rejects every one. He never realises that each has a quality he had forgotten
existed in Jane, who turns up as the final applicant. She turns the interview round on him and
offers him the job. The play has six female characters, but these can be doubled up as
necessary and could - if desired - all be performed by the same actress.

® Stop Press, by Gordon Simms - A Play (3m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944679 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner*The late 1950s: the local newspaper of a sleepy market town is
threatened by a take-over and inevitable modernisation. Geraldine, the consultant appointed
by the buyers, conducts a review. Her investigations uncover a potential scandal that could
close the paper down, and the revelation of her recent affair with one of the reporters adds to
the intrigue. Meanwhile other staff face various personal crises, heightened by the
uncertainties of the future. Comedy and poignancy blend in this faithful period piece,
culminating in a conclusion that anticipates the harsher values of a changing society. An
optional companion piece to Time Out.

® Sweet Wine, by George Brockhill - Comedy (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840945058 - Script: £3

Ageing Minister, Martin is at a crossroads. Christ kept company with publicans and sinners,
and envying unrepentant reprobate Colin, he occasionally joins him at the "local", to the
disapproval of ascetic, religious wife Frankie, who, shocked by a fatal drink-driving accident,
is preaching prohibition. Her ranting incites to violence. Martin, catching a youth breaking
pub windows, intervenes and is severely injured, but attractive barmaid Iris renders First Aid
to heart as well as body. Frankie, enraged, storms in polarising strong opinions during which
Martin, renouncing faith and fidelity, declares love to be the sweetest wine of all.

® The Execution, by Jeffrey A Lee - A Play (5m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940909 - Script: £3

Set in occupied territory somewhere in Europe. Two women and three men are about to be
executed as a reprisal against the blowing up of a train full of occupying troops. Those about
to be shot include the village priest. However, events are about to take an unexpected turn.
® The Man Who Collected Women, by Ron Nicol - Drama (5m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840943191 - Script: £3

An adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s "The Illustrious Client" When the unscrupulous
Baron Gruner persuades impressionable heiress Violet de Merville to marry him, Sir James
Damery approaches Sherlock Holmes and his colleague Doctor Watson for help. With the
assistance of underworld contact Shinwell Johnson, and the Baron’s discarded mistress Kitty
Winter, Holmes comes up trumps. Despite being assaulted and left for dead, he steals Gruner’s
diary of conquests and prevents the Baron adding to his collection of betrayed women, while
Kitty takes her own drastic revenge.
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® The Rose Tinted Glasses, by Paul Beard - A Youth Play (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942644 - Script: £3

‘The Rose Tinted Glasses” was devised by Year 11 Drama Students at Addington High
School, Croydon as part of their GCSE exam work. The students decided from the start which
issues they wished to tackle and working closely with the writer over a period of ten weeks
in a series of workshops the script gradually took shape until the group felt that they had
sufficient ownership of the piece to perform it themselves as their exam piece in 2001. The
script deliberately pulls no punches and deals with issues of drugs, alcohol abuse, racism,
domestic violence, sexual abuse, teenage pregnancy, juvenile prostitution, street crime,
graffiti, anti-social behaviour and homelessness as seen through the eyes ofthe current teenage
generation. Although form, shape and drama has been the responsibility of the writer it is the
voices of the young people themselves that make this a powerful piece of modern performance
theatre that is suitable for use by schools and youth groups.

® The University of the Fuchsia, by David Withey - Comedy (5m 2f2)

ISBN: 9781840944945 - Script: £3

® Time Out, by Gordon Simms - A Play (3m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840944686 - Script: £3

An amateur dramatic society puts on its annual production. A hackneyed text, an incompetent
stage-manager and egotistical leads (Trevor and Greta) undermine any chance of success.
Tension is increased by Trevor’s refusal to contemplate his deteriorating marriage to Val,
another cast member. Seen from backstage in real time, the action covers the end of Act One,
the interval, and the beginning of Act Two. Increasing chaos culminates hilariously in the
merging of both sides of the cyclorama, when Greta improvises despairingly to cover Val’s
desertion. Set in the present, makes an ideal companion piece to Stop Press.

® Twenty-Forty, by Michael Morley - Drama (7f)

ISBN: 9781840940589 - Script: £3

This is United Europe in 40 years time and the play dramatises the tensions and controversies
of a Social Contract where citizens are offered prolonged mature life without ageing or ill
health in exchange for voluntary euthanasia at 100 years. Most people settle to enjoy their
lives and happily conform to the system but Norah, reporting for her Final Certificate, wants
to strike a blow for old-fashioned freedom - even ferment a rebellion! The seven women in
the play are involved in a credible and powerful drama that looks forward to life in the twenty-
first century.

® Where There’s Muck There’s...! by Julia Richdale Ellis - Comedy (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840943337 - Script: £3

Preparations for Murkford’s Harvest Supper are underway and Mrs Harkin is trying to clean
up the hall before the Choir come in for their final rehearsal. She is hampered by Mrs Pilgrim
the vicar’s wife, Albert the odd job man, and interruptions by Miss Jarvis and the Bishop.
There are also undercurrents about the proposed alteration of use for the village hall site,
which the vicar and his wife are against. When Fenton Farthing the council’s surveyor appears
it is up to Mrs Harkin with Albert’s help to ensure (with the Vicar’s approval) that he is given
genuine village hospitality.

New Theatre Publications Page 52



Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

One Act Plays - 8 characters
® A Fair Deal, by Jill Woods - Comedy (5m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840942422 - Script: £3

Bernie, facing bankruptcy and a certain descent from a well-off-working-class lifestyle, is
suddenly a Lottery triple millionaire, which he would never have known had a suicide bid not
been thwarted by an anonymous rescuer, whom Bernie now resolves to find and share his
fortune with. But Bernie’s generosity is not matched by his wife Alma, who has her own plans
for the future that do not include her husband, or by son Darren, who almost finds a way of
scuppering the proposed largesse... Until a most unexpected deal is struck...

® A Necessary Death, by Trevor Smith - A Play (4m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840946611 - Script: £3

Helen, an apparently neurotic, pregnant housewife, has just become widowed following the
death of her husband, Sean. The reasons for her apparent neuroses are revealed as guests arrive
and leave her house following Sean’s funeral. Helen has a letter from Sean; she has read it and
has been pondering its contents. What messages has Sean left and how will they affect Helen?

® A Pain In The Neck, by Paul Beard - Comedy (3m 5f +4m/f)
ISBN: 9781840944433 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* The ultimate tongue-in-cheek horror spoof, containing page after
page of some of the corniest one-liners ever known to man. Nerdy psychic investigator Nigel
and his young American bride Penelope arrive at a gothic mansion in deepest Transylvania
for their honeymoon. They are shown to their haunted room by the porter, Frank Einstein.
Throughout their stay they come face to face with the rest of the staff including an ‘armless
mad Russian monk, a French humpbacked maid, and a cook whose ingredients would not be
found in any ‘normal’ cook-book. A ghost, a devil, a werewolf, a one legged bell-hop and a
female vampire complete the collection of the inhabitants of this spooky venue. It was always
going to be a long night.

® Driving Force, by Geoffrey Elgar - A Play (4m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840945331 - Script: £3

We follow the activities of staff and learners at Passmore Driving School, run by JERRY and
JILL WILLIAMS. JERRY s trying to cool an ongoing affair with neurotic CELIA &€* and
calm JILL’s suspicions. Chief-Assistant DENIS is verging on a breakdown, while RODNEY
has difficulties teaching predatory blonde POPPY, who’s fallen for him. Lonely MRS
VOWLES only takes lessons for company and ex-racing driver JOHN MADDEN wants to
drive again after a serious accident ended his career. With a little help from JILL, a series of
encounters, comical and serious, bring a kind of resolution to some of their problems. Playing
time approximately 50 minutes.

® Love a la Carte, by Jan Horsburgh - Comedy (4m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840944068 - Script: £3

‘Successful executive seeks fun-loving female’. A ringed entry in the personal column of a
local paper is the starting point for a bittersweet comedy of errors. We are all looking for love,
but how important is the packaging and labelling? Life’s intricate mating game is played out
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in real time one Saturday afternoon in a small bistro in your hometown.
® Marriage A La Fleet, by Ken Lucas - A Play (5m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840940923 - Script: £3

This is the world of the rumbustious 18th century. Fleet Street, London, where the spritely
French Huguenot emigre, Jessica, struggles to wed her simple Newcastle sailor in a society
that has no sympathy for the dissenting. Where the avaricious ‘Corporal’ Jack Bentall, has
converted his tavern into a ‘marriage chapel’ to exploit such couples and employs pimps and
heavily indebted clergy. The high principles and humanity of Samuel Johnson jostle with
gutter cunning for dominance in a capital - of easily coined morals. This licentious romp in
Georgian England is enacted on its rump.

® Mayhem Players Present Spectre At The Faust, by David Welsh - Comedy (5m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943160 - Script: £3

+extras. Mayhem Players’ hearts are in the right place, but their actors and props rarely are.
We join them in their production of Spectre at the Faust, loosely based on Phantom of the
Opera. The setting is decidedly shaky and not exactly in period, backstage are seen and heard,
and the cast includes one latecomer who is still working from the script, some excruciating
French accents, a Spectre who has trouble with his specs and the mask, and an actress with
long legs (and isn’t she proud of them). All the ingredients of Mayhem!

® No Concessions, by Christopher Kelly - Drama (2m 6f)

ISBN: 9781840940657 - Script: £3

Kath is determined to bring old friends together for her fortieth wedding anniversary,
especially Dinah and Mary. As a disastrous evening unfolds, old deceptions are uncovered.
Through the eyes of Dinah, the past is shown in flashback and Dinah deduces that by cheating
Kath, Mary secured a rich life with a successful entrepreneur while condemning Kath to an
impoverished and loveless marriage. But further secrets are drawn from Mary, revealing a
different picture, and Kath extracts revenge. Full of poignancy, powerful women’s roles and
tapping a rich vein of humour.

® Roly-Poly, by Barry Hillman - A Play (8f)

ISBN: 9781840941272 - Script: £3

Roly-Poly, a parable on human hypocrisy, is based on a famous short story by Guy de
Maupassant - Boule dé Suif. It tells of a group of "respectable" women who take advantage
of a prostitute’s services to secure their release from an inn where they are held by the
Prussians, only to scorn her when she has done what they wanted. The all-women cast
provides eight contrasting and worthwhile roles for its actresses. Period: Franco-Prussian war.
® Ten Pence For The Swear Box, by Michael Park - Comedy (4m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941715 - Script: £3

A retired couple discover an armed bank robber in their cottage, but is he as dangerous as he
seems, or could there be some other, more innocent, reason for his presence? He soon realises
that the old folks are not as intimidated as they should be, and that one thing they cannot stand
is the use of certain words... This is the third Act of the full-length comedy ‘A Hint of Old
World Charm’ by the same author, though the story is complete in itself, and its emphasis on
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family humour has proved especially popular with audiences at amdram competitions.
® The Face of an Angel, by Kay Morgan-Hawkes - A Play (4m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840941265 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* What makes the man, nature or nurture? Either way Danny thinks
his past is out to get him. He feels condemned by the past to failure: failure as an artist,
husband and father. Condemned that is until the night that his worries come to confront him.
Between them they help him to see that the human spirit is more than a match for the spectres
of his past. The play is based around a Southern Irish family.

® The Family Jewels, by Bob Galley - A Play (4m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840942446 - Script: £3

George returns home with his fiancee Frances, and "The Family Jewels". He introduces her
to his muddle headed mother, and his father the Governor. The Governor’s main interest in
life is Maisie, the maid, with whom he has regular assignations. The other person in the house
is Miss Horsfall, the Governor’s secretary, and school mate of Frances. Wicked Uncle Richard
arrives, determined to steal the family jewels. He enlists the aid of Maisie while George and
Horsfall seek to thwart him.

® The Master Class, by Paul L Hedge - A Play (Sm 3f)

ISBN: 9781840941012 - Script: £3

A master class has been arranged for the local drama club and is to be taken by the director
Michael D’Sainte. Although his name is well known, no one has actually seen Mr D’Sainte
but he arrives and the master class begins. During the evening Michael learns that the vicar’s
wife disappeared exactly a year ago. Recreating a famous seance scene from one of his plays,
Gabrielle, a newcomer to the group successfully makes contact with the missing woman and
discovers her killer. A tragic and mysterious ending when the real Michael D’Sainte turns up.

® The Middlewood Manor Affair, by June Walker - Comedy (2m 6f)
ISBN: 9781840945102 - Script: £3

On a wet stormy day sisters Violet and Rose Walters are trying to find a friend who has moved
into what they thought was a luxury flat. Instead they find themselves in a sinister old Manor
House. This turns out to be a secret detention centre for senior citizens who are regarded by
the newly-formed Senior Actions Surveillance Group to be having too good a life- style on
their pensions. The inmates are ready to escape and the arrival of the sisters gives them the
opportunity. But the rain is a problem and then an Inspector arrives!

® The Play’s The Thing, by Marion Watson - Comedy (3m 5f + 2m/f)

ISBN: 9781840944341 - Script: £3

The setting is the floor level in a village hall during the performance of a play. We meet the
two old ladies who’s main enjoyment is looking at the food, a wife and her difficult husband
who have come to see their daughter perform, the lady who has lost her husband and an
awkward schoolboy. The front of house manager and the programme seller struggle to cope
with situations as they arise including a potential fire, helping out an actress who has ‘gone
into the wrong scene’ and identifying the mysterious noise coming from the back of the hall.
® The Pure In Heart, by Michael Legat - A Play (4m 4f)
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ISBN: 9781840943665 - Script: £3

Late on Midsummer’s Day, wealthy Harold Layton, an elderly man, gathers his relatives
around him in Layton Manor. On this evening the Layton Ghost is said to walk, an apparition
which, Harold tells the others, is visible only to the pure in heart. His intention is to make a
new will, the provisions of which will be decided according to their reactions to the Ghost, if
it should appear. Not unexpectedly, the spectre does manifest itself, after which Uncle Harold
has a few surprises to announce to the assembled company - but is then himself surprised.

® The Unvarnished Truth, by Alan Ogden - A Play (4m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840942149 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Daly, an art teacher, is invariably reluctant to criticise his students’
mediocre work. His evening class is visited by Paula Vivian, a former student now a world
famous artist. She shocks the students by suggesting that, apart from Robin, a newcomer, they
should destroy their paintings and begin again. Her attempt to inspire them by slashing an
early painting of her own fails, and the students depart determined to carry on as before. Only
Robin, who Vivian hinted may have talent, takes her at her word and destroys his picture. We
wonder, is he inspired or put off by Vivian’s remarks.

One Act Plays - 9 characters
® A Light On The Landing, by Jim Miller - Drama (2m 7f)
ISBN: 9781840940787 - Script: £3
The Braithwaite family share the loss of a husband and father, but on their return to the family
home from the funeral, a time of mourning begins with a time of unwelcomed truth.
® At The End Of The Day, by Barry Hillman - A Play (I1m 8f)
ISBN: 9781840941579 - Script: £3
Daisy Locke has ‘risen through the ranks’ and now owns a successful Old People’s Home.
One of her charges is old chum Freda - once a successful ballroom dancer, who affianced a
rich American. What will happen to her inherited fortune when she dies? No-one knows,
because Freda has suffered a recent speech-robbing stroke: but her colourful friends from the
ballroom days and the local-radio reporter gather like vultures and try to second-guess her
plans - all in favour of their own financial interests of course! But although they try to rig her
radio interview, Freda has secrets up her silent sleeve...
® Britannia Circus, by Michael Morley - Comedy (6m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840940633 - Script: £3
*Writing Award Winner* Britannia Circus is on its last legs, but when the Ringmaster tries
to banish the animal acts the cast of circus performers (in full costume) are up in arms - though
the arrival of a student activist intent on safe-guarding Animal Rights complicates the issue.
The plot involves plenty of horse-play and clowning with a surprise climax that brings out the
underlying message - is this a circus or a Nation we’re talking about? ‘Britannia Circus’ is a
prize-winning farcical comedy easy to stage and full of fun with a sting in the tail.
® Chairs, by Ron Nicol - A Play (5m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943023 - Script: £3
Mike, an enthusiastic young lecturer, is determined to foster better communication among the
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college staff. He enlists the help of his colleague Kath to re-arrange the chairs in the staff-
room, hoping it will encourage the staffto talk to each other. Meanwhile, long-serving lecturer
Douglas and newly-appointed Neil become involved in a feud about where each should sit.
Moving the chairs has unforseen consequences; feelings are hurt and tempers rise, Kath gives
up her job, and Douglas has a break-down. For some people, insignificant things have an
importance which others don’t always appreciate.

® Coming Around Again, by Christine Woodhead - A Play (4m 5f)

ISBN: 9781840944754 - Script: £3

With the discovery of an old portrait, echoes of a long forgotten Victorian love affair are felt
in the lives of a modern-day couple. As parallels between the relationships in the present and
in the past are revealed, passions are stirred and secrets uncovered, resulting in betrayal and
murder.

® Confessions With Veiled Voices, by Rena Pope - A Play (9f)
ISBN: 9781840941210 - Script: £3

Women in "Confessions With Veiled Voices", tell to strangers, in interlocking scenes, things
too painful or secret to reveal to friends. Theirs seem to be chance meetings, random
confessions, but the women who meet in an hotel opposite a cathedral are not there by
accident, their lives and fates are linked by an enormous pot plant physically hiding them like
a confessional screen, a colourful Turkish shawl and - a murder. Annie has planned a murder,
then given means to escape over breakfast. Two years later she returns to learn the
consequences of her actions revealed in veiled voices.

® Dog Daze, by Derek Bowskill & John Boylan - A Play (5m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840945065 - Script: £3

Originally inspired by the observation of a dog walker clinging to the leashes of several dogs
in Central Park, NY, Dog Daze is a farcical depiction of six dogs behaving badly when they
have been left tied to a tree, whilst their walker goes about her own business. Fearing that she
is in danger, they band together in their misguided attempts to come to her aid. The dogs,
blatantly presented as stereotyped people, expose the human foibles of suspicion, indecision,
prejudice and procrastination until the play ends in riotous confusion.

® Gabriel’s Nativity, by Colin Wilson - A Play (7m 2f (minimum))

ISBN: 9781840946000 - Script: £3

Two teens, a brother and sister, argue the truth of the Nativity Story on the Eve of Christmas
whilst wrapping presents. A mysterious plain package has arrived for the boy skeptic who
discovers it is a Reality Computer Game. Upon playing it both he and his sister are transported
via the computer back in time to Jerusalem and Bethlehem to witness Christ’s birth. They find
they are an integral part of the Christmas Story. The brother is whipped and imprisoned by
King Herod, his sister is murdered by one of his guards and they make an appearance as
angels!

® Heirs and disGraces, by Janet Smith - A Play (4m 5f)
ISBN: 9781840945928 - Script: £3
A Murder Mystery - audience participation. The family of Lord John Barleycorn Withers are
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summoned urgently to Withering Hall. Imagining the elderly Lord to be dying, they rush
home to find, instead of the deathbed scene they had anticipated, the old squire preparing to
marry a Land Army girl! This news is not greeted with universal delight. That evening his
Lordship gives a grand banquet in honour of his bride to be - and despite tears and refusals
the family all attend - but for one, it will be their last supper.

® Living Backwards, by Richard B Purdue - A Play (7m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840942217 - Script: £3

+ extras. A play that etches in reverse the failed life of an honest man, whose life of struggle
involves the subtle, grinding assault of his in-laws and the reluctant support of a Heavenly
Soulmate. Despite his resistance to the irresistible forces in his life, the best that can be said
at the final curtain is, "What goes around comes around.".

® Rude Health, by Paul Groves - Comedy (2m 7f)
ISBN: 9781840944105 - Script: £3

Each member of the WEA Healthy Lifestyle class at the Smallhampton-on-Ouse Arts Centre
believes they may have an alternative key to good health, except Cyril, their forgetful
chairman. Mary, seeking a cure for smoking, spends an evening with these weird women who
advocate anything from moving the furniture to eating raw vegetables with the knives and
forks pointing North. Milly, an elderly lady, who fancies an orgy brings along a carrot of a
suggestive shape. Gladys, the caretaker, creates a crisis by painting the door orange. Chaos is
caused by the Health and Safety Officer removing the chairs. Finally their speaker, a Mrs
Nose, flees from them.

® Starlover, by Justine Jupe - A Play (5m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840940336 - Script: £3

As a singer she had control, as a lover she had none. The emotional insecurity of Magdelena,
lead singer with rock band "Hard Rain", reaches crisis point when her dreams of stardom and
love with lead guitarist, Jake, come into conflict with reality. Set in the tenuous world of rock
music, this easy-to-stage play is especially identifiable for teenagers, college groups or drama
societies with youth sections with directorial scope for artistic licence. "She tried to turn her
dream into reality - but reality was the obstacle."

® Terror At The Tower or The Case Of The Canonbury Chopper, by Peter and Paddy
Ariss - A Melodrama (6m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840940688 - Script: £3

The villainous squire threatens to evict an innocent maiden and her aged mother into the
swirling snow. The Hero comes to the rescue in time-honoured fashion. There is also a ghost
with his head tucked underneath his arm, murders galore and a search for the family jewels
culminate in a hilarious chase at the end of this one-act tongue-in-cheek Victorian melodrama.
The set can be adapted to suit theatre or village hall.

® The Glass Dome, by George Brockhill - A Play (2m 7f)

ISBN: 9781840941302 - Script: £3

At Sunnyhaven, a home for the elderly, there is friction and heartache. Few residents like the
eccentric, dictatorial Matron or, at times, each other, and the staff have mixed feelings. When
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a martinet resident makes an official complaint to the Health Authority and an Inspector pays
a surprise visit during a crisis, undercurrents of emotion come to the surface. The decorative
glass dome becomes a symbol of unbearable suffering and is smashed to pieces in a hysterical
attack. Surprising revelations of strengths and weaknesses follow as it becomes known that
the refuge is to be closed.
® The Missing Medallion or The Butler Didn’t Do It, by Peter and Paddy Ariss - A
Melodrama (5m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840940626 - Script: £3
Mama and her daughters are threatened with eviction by their landlord, the wicked Squire. A
family heirloom is missing and the butler’s ghost cannot rest until it is found. All the
ingredients of Victorian tongue-in-cheek melodrama are here, and include a pantomime fairy
queen for good measure. Songs are sung to traditional tunes and the sets can be adapted to suit
either theatre or village hall. Audiences will enjoy hissing the villain and cheering the hero in
this hilarious one-acter.
® Torn Jeans, by Alan Pritchard - A Youth Play (6m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840940343 - Script: £3
Jason’s shadow comes alive one morning to persuade him to write a poem for Michelle, the
new girl in school. She’s just broken up with Paul, the prat, because he French-kissed Tina at
a party. Mike, Jason’s disaster-prone best mate, is also in love with Michelle and wants to ask
her out at the next school disco. Paul, who feels he’s misunderstood, wants Michelle back and
will use force to repel her suitors. ‘Torn Jeans’ takes an honest yet zany look at the romantic
aspirations of a few teenagers, preparing for a Saturday night school disco.

One Act Plays - 10 characters
® A Matter Of Grave Concern, by Julia Richdale Ellis - A Black Comedy (6m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840941999 - Script: £3

Joe Hibbert is faced with the decision on where to have his wife buried. He hates churchyards
and the thought of cremation unnerves him. He comes up with an alternative. Unfortunately
not acceptable to daughters Bev and Fran and even less to his friend Leroy. Malc, Bev’s
husband is on the sidelines as is the Vicar who will go along with anything. Neighbours Mr
Tate and Mrs Ford are very unpleasant and threaten Joe with menaces. However, fate takes
a hand in the guise of Mr Boot and things appear to be resolved in a way no one expected.

® A Piece Of Paper, by Bob Galley - A Play (5m 5f)
ISBN: 9781840942439 - Script: £3

Lord and Lady Windowschmere and their daughter, Angela, have fallen on hard times. All
their assets have mysteriously disappeared. Montague, the black sheep of the family, arrives:
his one desire - marriage to Angela. The only chance for them is for Angela to marry someone
with money - such as Reggie Ramsbotham, the brother of Angela’s friend Rowena, and
Montague’s nemesis. Who will prevail?

® All Change For Valhalla, by Mike Lorenzo - Comedy (6m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943924 - Script: £3
When womaniser John Clubwell takes a married lady back to his flat for a night of passion,
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he thought she would be hot stuff, but she proved to be too hot to handle and poor John suffers
a heart attack and he finds himself in Heaven where he meets some strange and weird people.
A glamorous doctors receptionist, a camp keeper of the robes, a domineering owner of a
Heavenly marriage bureau and many more. Is it all a dream? Will it all come right for John
in the end? Will there be a twist at the end?

® Better Dead, by Allen Saddler - Comedy/Drama (Sm 5f)

ISBN: 9781840946635 - Script: £3

Political satire around the sudden collapse of Gorbachev. Needs a large cast, but all characters
have their moments. Very funny, but has a serious premise. Lots of controversial political
thinking.

® Circumference, by Richard B Purdue - Drama (7m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942415 - Script: £3

Searching for fame on a previously unconquered wall of rock and ice, Otto and Hans find their
destiny. The world watches their progress, then their desperate battle to survive, while among
the spectators, a wife sees her own fate and the fate of her children unfold. The mystery of
why men attempt to defy death on a mountain and what they feel in their most hopeless
moments is etched against the backdrop of a heartless environment and the masculine
compulsion to strive against it.

® Consequences, by Jim Miller - A Play (6m 4f)

ISBN: 9781840941883 - Script: £3

John Summers has suffered a failed business and a failed marriage and now contemplates
suicide on a London underground station. Other passengers waiting for the train have their
own stories to tell and clearly illustrate that sometimes our own thoughtless actions can have
a catastrophic effect on others without us ever realising, or even considering, the
consequences.

® Going Home, by Ron Nicol - A Play (4m 6f)
ISBN: 9781840944730 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner*It’s the end of the college term, and all Mr Mac wants to do is go
home. Then his department Head demands he consider early retirement, a colleague asks him
to alter examination results, he misunderstands the motives of one of his students, and is
assaulted in his classroom - with disastrous consequences.

® Thicker Than Water, by Ron Nicol - A Black Comedy (2m 8f 8 extras m or f)

ISBN: 9781840943405 - Script: £3

Mrs Prince makes her son a vampire cloak for his birthday. Harold is captivated, and bites a
girl at his birthday party. He decides on a career as a vampire, and his reign as the self-styled
Prince of Darkness begins. As Harold grows older, he and his mother encounter horrified
parents and a succession of angry teachers, until his fumbling attempts at seduction lead to the
deaths of a number of women. Combined with his new career, this eventually results in
Harold’s downfall and his inevitable destruction in the traditional vampire manner - a stake
through the heart.

One Act Plays - 11 characters
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® A Well Kept Secret, by John Speller - Drama (4m 7f)
ISBN: 9781840945560 - Script: £3

A group of novice creative writers are meeting in an old priory when a skeleton is discovered
in a priest hole accessed from a well. This provides material for a good story from one of the
group (scenes 2 and 3), but what is fiction and what is fact? Scene 4 eventually provides the
solution. Author’s note: In 2005 the French press reported that a skeleton of an unknown man,
who died some ten years previously, had been discovered in a chamber leading off from a
well. The police were completely baffled. (Some doubling of parts is possible.)

® Stop! Think! Rewind! by Caroline Small - A Youth Play (2m 9f + Sm/f + extras)

ISBN: 9781840940848 - Script: £3

Ten year old Beth has one big advantage over other children: she can pause and rewind her
life like a video. When her best friend moves away, Beth is vulnerable, shy and lonely until
she meets the more sophisticated Kathy who smokes and drinks and wants Beth to join her.
As her problems mount up, Beth pauses the action and appeals to the audience for help. For
performance by young people to primary school audiences, this play raises issues of personal
responsibility and decision making and is a powerful tool for education about drugs and
substance abuse.
® Whose Line Was It Anyway? by lan Hornby - Comedy (Sm 6f)
ISBN: 9781840943146 - Script: £3
The audience are unseen attendees at a mid-term rehearsal of Dramatic society. Authoritative
director Grace is trying to pull the play into shape despite the goings on around her, which
include collapsing scenery, forgotten lines, a televised football match, the playwright’s
amorous intentions on one of the leading ladies and frequent interruptions from just about
anyone. Originally conceived as an episode of a television sitcom, staging is kept simple. The
play avoids amdram "in jokes" in favour of genuinely funny characters and situations which
some of the audience and all of the actors are likely to recognise.

One Act Plays - 12 or more characters
® Animal Passions, by Dorothy Kyne - A Play (7m 5f)
ISBN: 9781840944280 - Script: £3

It began as another boring day for 10S. Jed, Fatso and Darren drift in for registration and tease
and scuffle, while Jan, the committed animal rights activist, tries to ignore them and get on
with her life’s work. Others come in, and talk of this and that. "Wish something ‘ud happen,"
says Dawn. Then it does, and she wishes she hadn’t wished. Events include menaces by
shotgun, hostage taking, and a conversion process. The animal rights activist faces a would
be anarchist, and rescues a lost sheep. Teenagers face moral decisions, and get them, more or
less, right.

® Keep Off The Grass! by Caroline Small - A Youth Play (6m 6f)
ISBN: 9781840940831 - Script: £3

+ 3m/f+ extras. Jeremy and Jemima Tourist are determined to give their children a traditional
picnic but the beauty spot they have chosen is the very last patch of grass in the world! They
soon find themselves defending their right to picnic against a botanist, a farmer and his cows
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and a documentary film crew! As more characters arrive to stake their claim on the grass, the
Government Minister, Sir Oscar Wheatear, steps in - with disastrous consequences! This play
introduces the major environmental theme of "sustainability" and invites the audience to
explore their own solutions to the characters’ problems.

® Mayhem Players Present What A Beauty! by David Welsh - Comedy (6m 6f )
ISBN: 9781840944297 - Script: £3

Cast doubling. When the dedicated and enthusiastic members of the Mayhem Players turn
their hand to pantomime they do so with the same fervour and chaotic results as they have to
their former classics. Confusion reigns as to which panto they are actually performing, as
Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty and Dick Whittington all appear along with a world weary
Fairy, a Demon with a bad back, and a horse. All the usual fun of a Mayhem production with
plenty of traditional panto business and all to the melodic (?) accompaniment of Beccy and
her recorder playing friends.

® The Body In The Cellar or Whatever Happened To Fanny’s Granny, by Peter and
Paddy Ariss - A Melodrama (10m 2f')

ISBN: 9781840940619 - Script: £3

A worthless brother, a drunken father, an improvident grandfather, and an inconsequent
grandmother - the Thomas family is a sore trial to Fanny. Harried and threatened by the
wicked Squire, she becomes involved with murder and mayhem. The hero, of course, comes
to the rescue. Songs to traditional tunes. Set can be adapted for theatre or village hall. One-act
tongue-in-cheek Victorian melodrama.

® The Youthie, by Stephen Aspinall - A Play (6m 6f)

ISBN: 9781840942057 - Script: £3

This is a play about an inner city youth club and the freshness a new member of staff, Dan
Billington, brings to the club. Established members of staff seem resigned to the lack of
expectations their young people have. Dan confronts this. He breathes a breath of fresh air
through the club, actually believing the values the club pump out to their members. After
Dan’s equality workshop the whole essence of the staff regime is turned upside down,
resulting in role reversal of the two groups. But amidst the humour tragedy is never far away!

One Act Plays With Variable Casting

® A Trilogy of Tragedy, by Angela Hornby - Short Plays (Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840942743 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* "Deafening Silence" was a winner at the Liverpool Everyman
WriteNow! 2000 Competition. These three short plays raise issues that challenge the ideals
of young people in today’s world. All strive to bring about thoughtful messages and to make
younger - and older = generations ones aware of the problems that face our society.
‘Deafening Silence’ approaches the issue of paralysis, exploring the views of those who can
speak out, and those who can’t. ‘Old Habits. Die Hard” deals with smoking and its side effects.
‘Beep’ is an emotional account of a father and daughter who face separation through horrific
circumstances; euthanasia.
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® Acting Young, by David Walker - A Youth Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940060 - Script: £6

A collection of short acting pieces written for young people and ideal for use in drama
schools, ordinary schools and youth theatre groups. All pieces were originally written for
children at the Pamela Bardsley School of Speech and Drama in Southport. They have been
used for festival work and drama examinations with outstanding success. They have also
become a major part of drama and theatre studies at local primary and secondary schools.
Above all, the pieces give young people the opportunity to experiment with characterisation,
movement and choral speaking as well as building confidence and self-esteem.

® Apples And Pairs, by Bill Sanderson and Emily Thwaite - A Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840944150 - Script: £3

This is a play about twins and harmony. Two sets of twins are separated - a French baby and
an English baby are brought up in France; and the other French Baby and the other English
baby are brought up in England. The play explores the relationship between England and
France, including a historical scene during the Napoleonic wars and a modern exchange trip
between twinned towns. The wider theme of suspicion about foreigners is also exposed. There
is lots of humour, a fascinating plot to unwind, and the concluding message "love conquers
all" leads to a happy ending.

® Centre Stage, by David Walker - A Youth Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840941364 - Script: £3

CENTRE STAGE continues where ACTING YOUNG left off, providing young people with
purpose-written scripts to perform at Drama Festivals, Drama Examinations and Youth and
School Theatre groups. They have also been successful in schools, being read, out loud,
during literacy hour. The subjects covered in the scripts include topics that are relevant to
young people and their emotions, as they grow towards adulthood, as well as pure fun pieces,
looking at normal situations and events in a somewhat different way.

® Dramatic Licence, by Andrew Beattie - A Youth Play (Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840942606 - Script: £3

Dramatic Licence is a fifty-minute long, one-act play intended for performance by pupils of
lower senior or secondary school age. It features a host of appealingly weird characters,
including an actor who has had his "Dramatic Licence" withdrawn, a strange obsessive who
is determined to discover the secret to making meringue despite constant tormenting from his
batty landlady, and a Maths fiend whose evil plan to flood the world with algebra problems
is only just foiled by the teenage hero of the piece. It is an entertaining play for a group of
young actors to perform or read, and flexible casting means that it can be staged by a mixed
or all-male cast of up to thirty actors.

® Five Short Plays, by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (Variable)

ISBN: 9781840944693 - Script: £6

The Survivor. Comedy based around one man facing the rigours of a team-building exercise
that goes horribly wrong. The Home Front. 1940, two women meet up on holiday for the first
time in four years. Unhappy Medium. Comedy drama about a fortune-teller, reading a
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sceptical young mans future. New Neighbours. Comedy about a couple who move to the
country to discover they’ve inherited an Internet inspired cleaner and an old woman living in
their shed. The Last Visit. Elderly lady ruminates on her life, the death of her husband, and
why she’s never returned to her care home.

® Four Short Plays, by Charles Ford - Short Plays (Various casting)
ISBN: 9781840944259 - Script: £3

Cough Up is set in a betting shop. It is about noon and the shop, which is about to open, is
deserted except for Joe the Bookmaker behind the counter reading a newspaper. The other
character Grace, a punter, calls to collect her winnings from a bet which she has places with
Joe the day before. The Complaint is set in a tailor’s shop. The two characters are at odds with
each other. The client enters the shop complaining about a suit, the Tailor tries his best to fool
the client into another sale. Wash And Dry is set in launderette. The two machines, bemoaning
each others lot, are sited opposite each other. Their day is disturbed by a non-speaking old
lady. The Pillocks is set in Martha Woodford’s country village shop in the 1970's has been
receiving alien visitors at Grey Gables and, on the pretence of protecting the local villagers
from having their brains taken over, has been selling them a supposedly special mixture
concocted by Old Joe Grundy to which they have, except for himself and Joe, all become
addicted. However, Joe has plans to cut Jack out.

® Francis, by Rena Pope - A Light Musical (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940794 - Script: £3

Francis, a play with music, introduces St Francis as the despair of his parents and traces
elements of his life which led to his becoming the much loved leader of the Franciscans we
know today. The continuous action moves from the market place at Assisi to an area outside
and can be represented with a backdrop of towers and walls, or a plain curtain. Trestle tables
and cut-outs of trees and rocks are moved during the action. The cast can be large or small
with doubling up and teenagers, children and adults can all take part in this lively play. Ideally
suited to Schools, Children’s Theatre and groups which contain children. The action is lively,
the music catchy and the play ends with a nativity scene which makes it suitable too for a
Christmas show.

® Has Anyone Seen Father Christmas? by Jeffrey A Lee - A Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840943597 - Script: £3

A romp written to be performed by a small group of actors in a modest setting such as a
village hall. Though short, the script is flexible enough to include as many songs and dances
as may be desirable. It is most suitable for a village entertainment where a community is
starting Drama group with modest resources. Though aimed at children, it can also have much
to offer to the older generation.

® In The Spotlight, by David Walker - Youth Plays (Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840941395 - Script: £3

Variable casting. "In The Spotlight" is the third book of acting scripts for young people and
follows the format ofiits predecessors, ACTING YOUNG and CENTRE STAGE. Schools and
Drama Schools have found the self-contained nature of the pieces means that their pupils have
a better understanding of the subjects and therefore greater empathy with them. Once again
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the subjects range from the serious to the absurd, but always looked at through the eyes of a
young person.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 1 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946055 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. A Grave Mistake - Comedy for two actresses. The original two
grumpy old women attend the funeral of a friend. Prior to the service the ladies can’t resist
commenting on the fashions and lives of the other mourners. Holiday - Comedy with a twist
for two actors. Two men meet by the poolside on a Greek holiday island. As the conversation
progresses we discover they are without their wives, for two very different reasons. Always
Listen to your Mother - Comedy for two actresses. A middle aged actress sits in front of her
dressing room mirror reflecting on her life and career and the effect her mother has had on
both, with a surprise ending. The Home Front - A light drama for two actresses. Set in
Scarborough during the early years of World War II. Two friends enjoy their first holiday
together in four years. As they sun themselves they reflect how the outbreak of war has
affected both their lives and reveal their own secret that forged their friendship and shaped
their destiny.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 2 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)

ISBN: 9781840946062 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. New Neighbours - Comedy for three female & one male actors.
A successful couple move into their new country house only to discover they’ve inherited a
local cleaning lady who is a fully paid up member of an on-line swingers club and an old lady
that has claimed squatters rights to their hen house. Sanctuary - Comedy for three actors. A
vicar discovers a young man has chained himself to one of his church pillars. His problems
increase when a second person does the same. Faced with two sanctuary seekers the vicar
comes up with a unique and profitable solution. Summer on a Greek Island - Drama for three
male & two female actors. A successful English artist and his young lover are enjoying
summer on a Greek Island when their idyll is shattered by the arrival of an American reporter
and her photographer. During the interview facts emerge that will change all their lives
forever. Four Horse People of the Apocalypse Comedy for 4 actors (3 male 1 female). A play
that answers the questions of what happens when you’re waiting for the end of the world, what
you should do when it happens, and what’s this on my pizza?

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 3 (4 Short Plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946079 - Script: £3
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Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. Jumpers - Drama for two female actors. In the middle of the
night a desperate woman stands on a high bridge, looking down, contemplating suicide when
a stranger intervenes and tries to talk her out of it. Sally O’Connell’s War - Light drama for
two 2 actors. A woman at a bus stop tells of her life as a young wife of an engineer and how
they survived the war to become successful owners of garage in Suffolk. A tale with a sad
twist at the end. Chasing the Hard-backed Beetle - Drama two actors. A disturbing play about
aman’s spiral descent into madness seen through his own words. Graham Rhodes has written
an intriguing study of mental illness. Compelling stuff - Scarborough Evening News - Winner
of 3 awards at the 2005 Saltburn Drama Festival - best production, best actor & best cameo.
Performed 2005 Ilkley Literature Festival The Last Visit - Comedy Drama 1 actress. An
elderly lady, left on a bench by her son and daughter in law, looks down on Scarborough’s
South Bay and ruminates on her life, the death of her husband and why she’s not going back
to her care home. Winner best actress award Saltburn Drama festival 2004 Winner best actress
award Saltburn Drama festival 2004

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 4 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)

ISBN: 9781840946086 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. The Unhappy Medium - comedy drama 1m & 2f. A sceptical
man asks a down at luck fortune-teller for a reading, little realising how accurate she can be.
An insight into what it must be like to be able to see not only your own future but that of other
people. Winner best actress award YMCDrama Festival 2004 Crows - drama for 4 actors.
Three crows meet on a high rocky crag, as they consider their good fortune they are joined by
The Morrigan, a crow from Celtic legend and their own most dreaded goddess with a message
that has great ramifications for themselves and the rest of the flock. This an enjoyable, if
darker, piece from writer Graham Rhodes, who endows the birds with their own mythology
and on the way says a lot about humans to - Scarborough Evening News Going Home - Drama
for one male and two female actors. A social worker brings a young offender to act as carer
for an elderly lady. At first the woman seems insane, but as the play progresses we see she is
anything but mad, and is working to her own master plan. "Some clever twists and turns in this
enjoyable and nicely acted play" Scarborough Evening News Spanish Knights - Drama for
three actors. Madrid 1938. Two English prisoners meet inside a Spanish Gaol in the final days
of the Spanish Civil War where they talk about the war, its supporters and its ideals. A play
about inhumanity and betrayal.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 5 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)

ISBN: 9781840946093 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
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numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. A Ticket to Gracelands - Romantic comedy for seven actors.
Comedy drama about the trials and tribulations of being a single female Geordie with a serious
Elvis Presley fixation. Winner Best Actress Award Saltburn Drama Festival 2006 Bombs
Away Dream Babies - Light drama for one male & one female actor. Set between 1942 &
1943, a fighter pilot enjoys an evening home leave with his new wife and small child. The
couple discuss the war, their whirlwind marriage and discover some disturbing secrets about
themselves. Dancing on a Table in Montmartre - Drama for three male and one female actors.
Set in a Parisian street café, two elderly painters meet on the eve of the First World War, as
they discuss their art and their past lives they are joined by Madam Le Blanc a fashionable
woman and her friend, an influential gallery owner. As well as art the discussion leads towards
the current worrying political situation during which Madam Le Blanc reveals a startling
secret. The Survivor - A one man comedy in three acts. After the chairman and board have
attended their global strategy conference in the Seychelles and the senior management have
spent a week bonding in a luxury hotel it’s now time for junior management to undergo a
survival course on the North Yorkshire Moors! Comedy about one man as he faces the rigours
of a team building exercise that goes horribly wrong. Hilarious - The Yorkshire Post

® Short, Sweet and Sour, by Tony Moore - Short Plays (see synopses)

ISBN: 9781840946130 - Script: £3

Short, sweet and sour is six short plays that examine a range of human experiences. From the
outrageous humour of Seconds Out which looks at a husband and wife’s argument governed
by the Marquis of Queensbury, to the surprising gothic ending of I think it’s time we had a
talk these plays will make you laugh and cry. Above all they will make you think about life
and our relationships with others. The plays are all small cast (2 to 3 characters) and all run
about ten minutes. Mother’s Day 2F. Seconds Out 1F 1M 2 played by either sex. The Table
1F 1M, Made In Heaven 1M 1F I Think it’s Time we had a talk. 2F or 2M, And then what
happened? 2F 1M

® Six Short Plays by Margaret Verrier, by Margaret Verrier - Short Plays (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940558 - Script: £3

Tonight’s The Night - The anticipation of an engagement keeps everyone on their toes,
especially Ken. Mum’s food proves a success and things turn out a little different than
expected. What Shall We Do This Year? - The Youth Club meet to decide on the Christmas
production. Beatles II - The boys in the 1960's youth club would like to form their own group.
‘We could be as good as the Beatles’! The girls think otherwise. At The Airport - The Bott
family are going on holiday, but not everyone is happy. Before The Bazaar - The night before
the Christmas Bazaar and there is still a lot to do, including getting the fairy lights to work.
An Easter Story - The Easter story written in a short and simple way and to accommodate as
many people as necessary.

® Three Short Comedies, by David Withey - Short Plays (varied casting)
ISBN: 9781840944549 - Script: £3
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Couples. Overhearing two strangers arguing at the next table in a bar proves very entertaining
for two listeners - until a name is mentioned - and one listener realises that her own
indiscretions are about to be revealed. The Wrong Funeral. John is annoyed when he realises
he’s at the wrong funeral, but soon alarmed to learn that the mourners surrounding him are
dangerous and notorious criminals The Drunk. When arrested, a drunk is asked to provide a
urine sample. Having drunk literally gallons of beer, he obliges - with interest! The play then
becomes silly and surreal, allowing the audience’s imagination to provide the laughter.

® Three Short Comedies II, by David Withey - Short Plays (various casts)
ISBN: 9781840944761 - Script: £3

How The Professions Were Formed - Satirical comedy, where the peasants manage to escape
from backbreaking work in the fields by inventing professions like the law and accountancy.
Finally, the last peasant thinks up a dubious but profitable wheeze. His friends call it fraud -
he calls it banking. Death-Bed Secrets - Mavis has timed her death-bed confessions well - her
friends can’t be angry with a dying woman - until; she gets the good news - she’s not dying
at all! Behind The Newspaper - Susan, a refined woman, despairs of her husband Eric, a slob
with vulgar and unpleasant habits. But she has secrets of her own, in this very visual comedy.

® Three Short Plays, by Derek Bowskill - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Third Age (6f) Vicky is a bright young woman. She is misunderstood by all her family
except her grandmother. Bitterly, her mother and sister make a false complaint about her
boyfriend him to the police 4€* but the ploy backfires when Vicky herself is accused of being
involved in larceny. Lady Seeks Position (5f) Felicity Maltravers phoning "Hacker’s Help",
an agency for charladies. The more she auditions Mrs. Hacker’s ‘candidates’, the more she
despairs as one by one, they irritate her until, in desperation, she makes a final surprising
phone call. Home is (5f) Stella is a woman of principle, attractive to men and women alike,
with the exception of her close family, who think her beliefs have become obsessive. As they
await her their attitudes harden, and when Stella finally arrives, reprimands and reproaches
create Dramatic climax.

® Three Short Plays, by Carole Richardson - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Brown Brogues - Comedy (2m 2f) Four good character parts which add comedy to a
serious situation. How would you react if an enthusiastic angel Gabriel arrived shoeless on
your doorstep? The Inheritance - Play (1m 2f) Jane visits the cottage she has just inherited
from an aunt she never met. With Dramatic twist to the story, Jane finds she has inherited a
lot more than bricks and mortar. The Memory Chest - Play (1m 1f) A simple "For Sale"
advertisement in a local paper reunites a father and daughter. Two parts that, skilfully played,
make this short play a tearjerker. The three plays were written with the drama festival,
Eisteddfod or evening of short plays in mind, giving scope to show good acting skills in the
short space of time given.

® Three Short Plays, by Alison Foster - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Sunday Morning (1m 1f) Set in London in 2000, David wakes up one Sunday morning in
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Liz’s bed, only to discover that she has hidden all his personal belongings to prevent him from
disappearing... Follow The Fire (2m 1f) Set in 1940 during WW2. An episode from the lives
of three Londoners who, like many others, suffered the irreparable damages of the war at
home. Melanie and Stan meet more than a year after he left to serve his country as an RAF
pilot. They discover that there is a deep rift between them... Birds (2f) Set on a frosty night
in 1944 somewhere behind the front-line. Leah, a nurse, comes back from her night shift at
the infirmary, only to discover that her roommate Candy, a professional whore, has occupied
all the lie-down space. Is she with a client? - No. This time round, something has brought in
a cathartic turn into both women’s lives. They will discover they have a lot in common.

® Three Short Plays, by David Withey - Short Plays (various casts)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Aliens. A short comedy play, starting with plenty of visual humour, which then reveals itself
as a satire, taking a swipe at management. Written for three males, it is equally suitable for
actors of either gender and any age. A Victorian Plot. An apparently genteel setting which
disguises a witty satire, targeting Local Government, as well as poking fun at out-dated
attitudes to women. Written for two mature actresses. Do You Fancy A Cake? Comedy of
triviality, with many opportunities for laughs from the characters, where a small subterfuge
rebounds on the perpetrator. Written for five actresses of virtually any age.

® Three Short Plays, by Frances Jessup - Short Plays (various casts)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Car; A fable for voices.In this play a Car god wishes to atone for those killed and maimed
on the road, and for the pollution cars cause, by becoming, an oak tree, the biggest oak tree
in England - egged on by angry and vociferous Chorus, which includes an Oxfam worker, a
business man, a tree lover, an old woman, and a child among others. A meeting between
Boutros Boutros and Kalinda of the Khymer Rouge and a member of the public in Edinburgh.
In this play Boutros Boutros helps a young supporter of Pol Pot to confront the enormity of
his crime and become a supporter of his Agenda for Peace, and de-mining. Interviewing Mrs
Thatcher. Mrs Thatcher is interviewed by a passionate socialist, or the interviewer from hell,
depending on your point of view; who is intent on asking all the questions, nobody has ever
dared, or had the opportunity of asking before.

® Three Short Plays, by Geoff Saunders - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Benny’s Funeral - Play - 1m. Three weeks ago, Morris’s gay partner died. His visit to the
funeral parlour, the funeral itself and the wake that followed are recalled in touching detail
combined with humour and pathos. Manny’s Party - Play - 1f. Cassandra is manning the door
at her husband’s party, and she’s not happy. The guests are his odious work colleagues and
he has locked himself'in the study to watch the snooker. Under the influence of more and more
alcohol she finds inspiration and strength and wrecks the party and then leaves - for good.
Watch My Lips - Play - 2m. Jeff and Mark are embarking on a relationship - but there are
problems. Are they a couple? Boyfriends? Lovers? Topics such as coming out and the vagaries
of love - in any context - are explored in this piece of modern theatre.

® Three Short Plays, by lan Hornby - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
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ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Time Itself - comedy - minimum 2m 2f + extras of either sex. Barry is clearing his deceased
mother’s effects from their attic when he discovers an old parchment bearing the inscription
"Whoever holds the open parchment holds time itself". And that’s what it does - when he
unfolds it, time stops. Barry is heading for fun and wealth and a peaceful life, until the breeze
plays a fateful hand. Flexible staging. Clicks - black comedy - 1m 1f (unseen) plus one extra
m/f. Mark is a computer buft, much to his wife’s annoyance. He surfs the internet looking for
sleazy material, unaware that the computer itself'is watching his every move... Fantasy - play -
1m 2f. Doug has been unemployed for two years and is in the depths of depression, where the
border between reality and fantasy have become blurred. His wife Ellen tries to understand,
until the arrival of the mysterious Ruth take things several stages further.

® Three Short Plays, by John Speller - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Days Of Wine And Fungi. A black comedy for 2m 2f. The Smiths are new to the
neighbourhood and are attending a small welcome dinner party given by their new neighbours.
They discover the police have been searching for the previous inhabitants of their new home
who disappeared in mysterious circumstances. Mr Smith is highly suspicious of the hostess.
Is she trying to poison them? A Vicar Calls. Comedy for 2m 1f. The Millers are getting ready
to go on holiday . The taxi is due at any moment and everything is under control. Then the
vicar arrives. He is perhaps not the calming influence he claims to be. Hot Capsicum. Comedy
for Im 2f. The action takes place in a motorcar salesroom. The salesman feels he is in for a
good day with one car out on a test drive and another potential customer on the way in.
However, Alice returns from her test drive and his smooth demeanour is shaken. Things are
complicated further when a psychiatrist appears on the scene.

® Three Short Plays, by Ken Thorp - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Interview (1m 2f) There was a time; in the not too distant past when a man could be an
MCP without knowing what the initials meant. He could playfully pat the posterior of his
secretary without fear of the consequences; women knew their place! All of this was about to
change: Cosmopolitan was beginning to appear at newsagents and Fiona Maitland attended
the offices of Eldorado Enterprises for a job interview. For Nigel Noway life would never be
the same again! Late Lamented (3m 1f) At the funeral of his best friend Giles, Harry is ill at
ease. The probing questions of bereaved wife Irene do little to alleviate his fears. His fate is
not resolved until the very end. The Has-Beens (3m 3f) Is there a future for septuagenarians
Denis and Evelyn? At their first meeting are they entirely honest with each other? Put another
way, boy meets girl: boy loses girl: boy gets girl back!

® Three Short Plays, by Rena Pope - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Meriel, an Armful of Warm Silk (4f) - W.I. members work to restore a bed hanging at a local
castle, but a small fragment of the design is missing and they cannot complete the work until
they find out what it is. The answer to their problem comes from a stranger. But how does she
know the answer to a question that baffled the historians. Monks and Chocolate Digestives
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(4f) - An old monastery seeks ‘ghostly monks’ to create an atmosphere for visitors. The local
W.IL. volunteer but find themselves a person short. The shortfall is made up by a member of
aneighbouring W.I. who seems to know the monastery better than any of them. She seems to
be in two places at once, or does she actually walk through walls? Music at Midnight (5f) -
W.I. member Martha’s newly written carol is to be premiered at the Christmas Midnight Mass.
It is to be sung by her past music students who are now successful recording artistes. It is
Martha’s last chance to hear her work as she is becoming increasingly deaf. At midnight the
carol is heard, beautifully sung in the darkened church. But by whom? The singers are
stranded in snow five miles away.

® Three Short Plays, by Val Smith - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Big Job On The Internet - Play - 2f. A new idea on the internet? Will Doris and Madge’s get
rich quick scheme’ give them the escape from the boring rigid confines of the retirement
home? After a ponder and consolidation of funds the suppository line could be big business.
Somewhere Over The Rainbow - Play - 3f. “‘Albert! Who the hell’s Albert?” Where there’s a
will there’s a rainbow, sometimes sitting right under your nose. Doris learns some home truths
about love, life and friendship. Look Who’s Coming To Dinner - Play - Im 3f. The trouble
starts when Doris brings home a ‘drug pushing, murdering, hostage-taking villain’. Are the
tables turned as Doris and Madge scheme to ‘cut him up, stick him in a pie and serve him up
for dinner’.

® Three Ten Minute Plays, by Kathryn Dolman - Short Plays (see synopses for cas)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Last Goodbye (1m 2f) - Two upwardly mobile types in the last throes of a once passionate
relationship. Both dissatisfied with each other and ready to move on. All they have to do is
say goodbye. Room 14 (2m 1f) - An ex-drug addict is on his way to a new life. He picks up
a teenage prostitute on his last night in England and they put each other’s lives into
perspective. The Companion (1m 3f) - Drama. Pearl was a ladies companion until her past
caught up with her. She now runs the library of a woman’s prison and looks after the literary
life of the inmates.

® War Café, by Paul Brazier - A Youth Play (Variable casting)

ISBN: 1 84094 125 1 - Script: £3

This play is an account of the First World War, written for Amateur and Education Companies
- for this reason it has a large number of speaking parts. The content is factual, therefore it can
be used as an educational tool in performance as well as production. It aims to provide
speaking parts for a large number of a class or company so providing a platform for the
students or amateur performers thus eliminating the exclusivity of many productions where
so many of the cast become little more than walking props. ANTHOLOGIES -
MONOLOGUES

® Five Further Monologues by Melville Lovatt, by Melville Lovatt - Monologues (1m or

f)
ISBN: 9781840945737 - Script: £3

Melville Lovatt’s Five Further Short Monologues are equally as memorable as his first
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acclaimed collection, with sharp focus on love, blame, betrayal and isolation. On people who
often seem to be pushed to one side. In "The Wall", Vera takes her own macabre revenge on
a husband who has starved her of affection. In "Waiting for Tea", Mary, 80 and hospitalised,
fights for her pride and independence against seemingly overwhelming odds. A fifty years old
memory of an "Egg and Spoon" race continues to haunt May, whilst Norman, in "Over by
Christmas", and Steve, in "The Fishing Trip", both reflect on very different pivotal moments
which led them to lose the woman they loved. By turns funny, tragic, ironic and bizarre, these
further powerful pieces again demand to be seen.

® Five Monologues, by Melville Lovatt - Monologues (1m or f)

ISBN: 9781840943573 - Script: £3

Melville Lovatt’s Five Monologues focus on the dispossessed. On love, sex, betrayal,
isolation. In ‘Access’, Marshall, reduced to seeing his children on Sundays only, yearns for
forgiveness from the wife he has betrayed. In ‘Monologue’ a man confronts his wife’s
betrayal, discovered only after her death. ‘Bedtime Story’ has a couple, Sarah and Miles,
attempting to escape, through memory or fantasy, their immediate bedtime situation. In ‘Three
Piece Suite’ the suite itself'is pivotal to Ron’s dispossession, whilst Gem recalls the changing
nature of ‘The Silence’ to her husband, who has just taken his own life. By turns, simple and
complex, funny and tragic. These powerful pieces demand to be seen.

Anthologies
® Alby and the Big Fellah, by John C Bird - Short Plays (2m )
ISBN: 9781840944891 - Script: £3

The action takes place in a hospital room where 15-year-old Alby, suffering from cancer, is
being visited by his best friend, Matt. The play explores the differing reactions of the two boys
to the impending possibility of Alby’s death. Despite the sombre scenario, Alby (sporting a
Che Guevara beret to hide his loss of hair) retains his sense of humour throughout and
provides a droll commentary on his illness, the medical profession and his conception of
Heaven and its proprietor, who he always refers to as The Big Fellah. The play ends on an
upbeat note.

® Sandwiches - Two Short Plays, by Rena Pope - A Play (6f and 7f)

ISBN: 9781840942378 - Script: £3

Making Sandwiches (6f): In time of celebration or crises this what women do - make
sandwiches. The scene is the aftermath of a wedding. The women gather in one room, the men
of the party are heard offstage, drinking and laughing. Friction arises between the mother of
the bride and the mother-in-law, but Stanley, an offstage goat, unites them after the men fail
them. A play with social comment as well as laughter. Eating Sandwiches (7f): This play can
be performed in its own right or as a follow-on from the above. The setting is hospital room
where a man lies dying. The women - natural homemakers - transform the bare ward into a
cosy place to sit, watch and eat sandwiches. Not uncaring, but practical at a time of death, their
conversation is amusing and increasingly ironic as the identity of the dying man is revealed.

® Right Couples, by John London - Short Plays (4m 3fto 5m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840943344 - Script: £3
‘Lemon!” ‘No.” ‘Trousers!” ‘Trousers?’ In ‘Right’, a couple exchanges one-word phrases until
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the woman explodes under the pressure. In ‘Couples’, women talk about men and men talk
about women, but the sexes never really meet. So, at the end of the evening, who’s the ‘right
couple’? These two short plays provide several challenging roles for actors and perhaps even
an answer to the question. On ‘Right’: ‘tragi-comic look at the surreal extremes of
communication breakdown’ Time Out

® A Trilogy of Tragedy, by Angela Hornby - Short Plays (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840942743 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* "Deafening Silence" was a winner at the Liverpool Everyman
WriteNow! 2000 Competition. These three short plays raise issues that challenge the ideals
of young people in today’s world. All strive to bring about thoughtful messages and to make
younger - and older = generations ones aware of the problems that face our society.
‘Deafening Silence’ approaches the issue of paralysis, exploring the views of those who can
speak out, and those who can’t. ‘Old Habits. Die Hard’ deals with smoking and its side effects.
‘Beep’ is an emotional account of a father and daughter who face separation through horrific
circumstances; euthanasia.

® Acting Young, by David Walker - A Youth Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940060 - Script: £6

A collection of short acting pieces written for young people and ideal for use in drama
schools, ordinary schools and youth theatre groups. All pieces were originally written for
children at the Pamela Bardsley School of Speech and Drama in Southport. They have been
used for festival work and drama examinations with outstanding success. They have also
become a major part of drama and theatre studies at local primary and secondary schools.
Above all, the pieces give young people the opportunity to experiment with characterisation,
movement and choral speaking as well as building confidence and self-esteem.

® Five Short Plays, by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (Variable)
ISBN: 9781840944693 - Script: £6

The Survivor. Comedy based around one man facing the rigours of a team-building exercise
that goes horribly wrong. The Home Front. 1940, two women meet up on holiday for the first
time in four years. Unhappy Medium. Comedy drama about a fortune-teller, reading a
sceptical young mans future. New Neighbours. Comedy about a couple who move to the
country to discover they’ve inherited an Internet inspired cleaner and an old woman living in
their shed. The Last Visit. Elderly lady ruminates on her life, the death of her husband, and
why she’s never returned to her care home.

® Four Short Plays, by Charles Ford - Short Plays (Various casting)
ISBN: 9781840944259 - Script: £3

Cough Up is set in a betting shop. It is about noon and the shop, which is about to open, is
deserted except for Joe the Bookmaker behind the counter reading a newspaper. The other
character Grace, a punter, calls to collect her winnings from a bet which she has places with
Joe the day before. The Complaint is set in a tailor’s shop. The two characters are at odds with
each other. The client enters the shop complaining about a suit, the Tailor tries his best to fool
the client into another sale. Wash And Dry is set in launderette. The two machines, bemoaning
each others lot, are sited opposite each other. Their day is disturbed by a non-speaking old
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lady. The Pillocks is set in Martha Woodford’s country village shop in the 1970's has been
receiving alien visitors at Grey Gables and, on the pretence of protecting the local villagers
from having their brains taken over, has been selling them a supposedly special mixture
concocted by Old Joe Grundy to which they have, except for himself and Joe, all become
addicted. However, Joe has plans to cut Jack out.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 1 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)

ISBN: 9781840946055 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. A Grave Mistake - Comedy for two actresses. The original two
grumpy old women attend the funeral of a friend. Prior to the service the ladies can’t resist
commenting on the fashions and lives of the other mourners. Holiday - Comedy with a twist
for two actors. Two men meet by the poolside on a Greek holiday island. As the conversation
progresses we discover they are without their wives, for two very different reasons. Always
Listen to your Mother - Comedy for two actresses. A middle aged actress sits in front of her
dressing room mirror reflecting on her life and career and the effect her mother has had on
both, with a surprise ending. The Home Front - A light drama for two actresses. Set in
Scarborough during the early years of World War II. Two friends enjoy their first holiday
together in four years. As they sun themselves they reflect how the outbreak of war has
affected both their lives and reveal their own secret that forged their friendship and shaped
their destiny.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 2 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946062 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. New Neighbours - Comedy for three female & one male actors.
A successful couple move into their new country house only to discover they’ve inherited a
local cleaning lady who is a fully paid up member of an on-line swingers club and an old lady
that has claimed squatters rights to their hen house. Sanctuary - Comedy for three actors. A
vicar discovers a young man has chained himself to one of his church pillars. His problems
increase when a second person does the same. Faced with two sanctuary seekers the vicar
comes up with a unique and profitable solution. Summer on a Greek Island - Drama for three
male & two female actors. A successful English artist and his young lover are enjoying
summer on a Greek Island when their idyll is shattered by the arrival of an American reporter
and her photographer. During the interview facts emerge that will change all their lives
forever. Four Horse People of the Apocalypse Comedy for 4 actors (3 male 1 female). A play
that answers the questions of what happens when you’re waiting for the end of the world, what
you should do when it happens, and what’s this on my pizza?

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 3 (4 Short Plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see

New Theatre Publications Page 74



Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946079 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. Jumpers - Drama for two female actors. In the middle of the
night a desperate woman stands on a high bridge, looking down, contemplating suicide when
a stranger intervenes and tries to talk her out of it. Sally O’Connell’s War - Light drama for
two 2 actors. A woman at a bus stop tells of her life as a young wife of an engineer and how
they survived the war to become successful owners of garage in Suffolk. A tale with a sad
twist at the end. Chasing the Hard-backed Beetle - Drama two actors. A disturbing play about
aman’s spiral descent into madness seen through his own words. Graham Rhodes has written
an intriguing study of mental illness. Compelling stuff - Scarborough Evening News - Winner
of 3 awards at the 2005 Saltburn Drama Festival - best production, best actor & best cameo.
Performed 2005 Ilkley Literature Festival The Last Visit - Comedy Drama 1 actress. An
elderly lady, left on a bench by her son and daughter in law, looks down on Scarborough’s
South Bay and ruminates on her life, the death of her husband and why she’s not going back
to her care home. Winner best actress award Saltburn Drama festival 2004 Winner best actress
award Saltburn Drama festival 2004

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 4 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946086 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. The Unhappy Medium - comedy drama 1m & 2f. A sceptical
man asks a down at luck fortune-teller for a reading, little realising how accurate she can be.
An insight into what it must be like to be able to see not only your own future but that of other
people. Winner best actress award YMCDrama Festival 2004 Crows - drama for 4 actors.
Three crows meet on a high rocky crag, as they consider their good fortune they are joined by
The Morrigan, a crow from Celtic legend and their own most dreaded goddess with a message
that has great ramifications for themselves and the rest of the flock. This an enjoyable, if
darker, piece from writer Graham Rhodes, who endows the birds with their own mythology
and on the way says a lot about humans to - Scarborough Evening News Going Home - Drama
for one male and two female actors. A social worker brings a young offender to act as carer
for an elderly lady. At first the woman seems insane, but as the play progresses we see she is
anything but mad, and is working to her own master plan. "Some clever twists and turns in this
enjoyable and nicely acted play" Scarborough Evening News Spanish Knights - Drama for
three actors. Madrid 1938. Two English prisoners meet inside a Spanish Gaol in the final days
of the Spanish Civil War where they talk about the war, its supporters and its ideals. A play
about inhumanity and betrayal.

® Sex, Love, Life & Death Vol 5 (4 short plays), by Graham Rhodes - Short Plays (see
synopses)
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ISBN: 9781840946093 - Script: £3

Graham Rhodes has over 35 years experience in writing scripts, books, plays, articles and
numerous other projects. His work has won a number of awards and competitions as well as
being performed at by theatre companies in Leeds, London and Newcastle. All his plays last
approximately thirty minutes. A Ticket to Gracelands - Romantic comedy for seven actors.
Comedy drama about the trials and tribulations of being a single female Geordie with a serious
Elvis Presley fixation. Winner Best Actress Award Saltburn Drama Festival 2006 Bombs
Away Dream Babies - Light drama for one male & one female actor. Set between 1942 &
1943, a fighter pilot enjoys an evening home leave with his new wife and small child. The
couple discuss the war, their whirlwind marriage and discover some disturbing secrets about
themselves. Dancing on a Table in Montmartre - Drama for three male and one female actors.
Set in a Parisian street café, two elderly painters meet on the eve of the First World War, as
they discuss their art and their past lives they are joined by Madam Le Blanc a fashionable
woman and her friend, an influential gallery owner. As well as art the discussion leads towards
the current worrying political situation during which Madam Le Blanc reveals a startling
secret. The Survivor - A one man comedy in three acts. After the chairman and board have
attended their global strategy conference in the Seychelles and the senior management have
spent a week bonding in a luxury hotel it’s now time for junior management to undergo a
survival course on the North Yorkshire Moors! Comedy about one man as he faces the rigours
of a team building exercise that goes horribly wrong. Hilarious - The Yorkshire Post

® Short, Sweet and Sour, by Tony Moore - Short Plays (see synopses)
ISBN: 9781840946130 - Script: £3

Short, sweet and sour is six short plays that examine a range of human experiences. From the
outrageous humour of Seconds Out which looks at a husband and wife’s argument governed
by the Marquis of Queensbury, to the surprising gothic ending of I think it’s time we had a
talk these plays will make you laugh and cry. Above all they will make you think about life
and our relationships with others. The plays are all small cast (2 to 3 characters) and all run
about ten minutes. Mother’s Day 2F. Seconds Out 1F 1M 2 played by either sex. The Table
1F 1M, Made In Heaven 1M 1F I Think it’s Time we had a talk. 2F or 2M, And then what
happened? 2F 1M

® Three Short Comedies, by David Withey - Short Plays (varied casting)

ISBN: 9781840944549 - Script: £3

Couples. Overhearing two strangers arguing at the next table in a bar proves very entertaining
for two listeners - until a name is mentioned - and one listener realises that her own
indiscretions are about to be revealed. The Wrong Funeral. John is annoyed when he realises
he’s at the wrong funeral, but soon alarmed to learn that the mourners surrounding him are
dangerous and notorious criminals The Drunk. When arrested, a drunk is asked to provide a
urine sample. Having drunk literally gallons of beer, he obliges - with interest! The play then
becomes silly and surreal, allowing the audience’s imagination to provide the laughter.

® Three Short Comedies II, by David Withey - Short Plays (various casts)

ISBN: 9781840944761 - Script: £3

How The Professions Were Formed - Satirical comedy, where the peasants manage to escape
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from backbreaking work in the fields by inventing professions like the law and accountancy.
Finally, the last peasant thinks up a dubious but profitable wheeze. His friends call it fraud -
he calls it banking. Death-Bed Secrets - Mavis has timed her death-bed confessions well - her
friends can’t be angry with a dying woman - until; she gets the good news - she’s not dying
at all! Behind The Newspaper - Susan, a refined woman, despairs of her husband Eric, a slob
with vulgar and unpleasant habits. But she has secrets of her own, in this very visual comedy.
® Three Short Plays, by Derek Bowskill - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Third Age (6f) Vicky is a bright young woman. She is misunderstood by all her family
except her grandmother. Bitterly, her mother and sister make a false complaint about her
boyfriend him to the police € but the ploy backfires when Vicky herself is accused of being
involved in larceny. Lady Seeks Position (5f) Felicity Maltravers phoning "Hacker’s Help",
an agency for charladies. The more she auditions Mrs. Hacker’s ‘candidates’, the more she
despairs as one by one, they irritate her until, in desperation, she makes a final surprising
phone call. Home is (5f) Stella is a woman of principle, attractive to men and women alike,
with the exception of her close family, who think her beliefs have become obsessive. As they
await her their attitudes harden, and when Stella finally arrives, reprimands and reproaches
create Dramatic climax.

® Three Short Plays, by Carole Richardson - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Brown Brogues - Comedy (2m 2f) Four good character parts which add comedy to a
serious situation. How would you react if an enthusiastic angel Gabriel arrived shoeless on
your doorstep? The Inheritance - Play (1m 2f) Jane visits the cottage she has just inherited
from an aunt she never met. With Dramatic twist to the story, Jane finds she has inherited a
lot more than bricks and mortar. The Memory Chest - Play (Im 1f) A simple "For Sale"
advertisement in a local paper reunites a father and daughter. Two parts that, skilfully played,
make this short play a tearjerker. The three plays were written with the drama festival,
Eisteddfod or evening of short plays in mind, giving scope to show good acting skills in the
short space of time given.

® Three Short Plays, by Alison Foster - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Sunday Morning (1m 1f) Set in London in 2000, David wakes up one Sunday morning in
Liz’s bed, only to discover that she has hidden all his personal belongings to prevent him from
disappearing... Follow The Fire (2m 1f) Set in 1940 during WW2. An episode from the lives
of three Londoners who, like many others, suffered the irreparable damages of the war at
home. Melanie and Stan meet more than a year after he left to serve his country as an RAF
pilot. They discover that there is a deep rift between them... Birds (2f) Set on a frosty night
in 1944 somewhere behind the front-line. Leah, a nurse, comes back from her night shift at
the infirmary, only to discover that her roommate Candy, a professional whore, has occupied
all the lie-down space. Is she with a client? - No. This time round, something has brought in
a cathartic turn into both women’s lives. They will discover they have a lot in common.

® Three Short Plays, by David Withey - Short Plays (various casts)

New Theatre Publications Page 77

Catalogue of One Act Plays, Monologues and Youth Plays

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Aliens. A short comedy play, starting with plenty of visual humour, which then reveals itself
as a satire, taking a swipe at management. Written for three males, it is equally suitable for
actors of either gender and any age. A Victorian Plot. An apparently genteel setting which
disguises a witty satire, targeting Local Government, as well as poking fun at out-dated
attitudes to women. Written for two mature actresses. Do You Fancy A Cake? Comedy of
triviality, with many opportunities for laughs from the characters, where a small subterfuge
rebounds on the perpetrator. Written for five actresses of virtually any age.

® Three Short Plays, by Frances Jessup - Short Plays (various casts)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Car; A fable for voices.In this play a Car god wishes to atone for those killed and maimed
on the road, and for the pollution cars cause, by becoming, an oak tree, the biggest oak tree
in England - egged on by angry and vociferous Chorus, which includes an Oxfam worker, a
business man, a tree lover, an old woman, and a child among others. A meeting between
Boutros Boutros and Kalinda of the Khymer Rouge and a member of the public in Edinburgh.
In this play Boutros Boutros helps a young supporter of Pol Pot to confront the enormity of
his crime and become a supporter of his Agenda for Peace, and de-mining. Interviewing Mrs
Thatcher. Mrs Thatcher is interviewed by a passionate socialist, or the interviewer from hell,
depending on your point of view; who is intent on asking all the questions, nobody has ever
dared, or had the opportunity of asking before.

® Three Short Plays, by Geoff Saunders - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Benny’s Funeral - Play - 1m. Three weeks ago, Morris’s gay partner died. His visit to the
funeral parlour, the funeral itself and the wake that followed are recalled in touching detail
combined with humour and pathos. Manny’s Party - Play - 1f. Cassandra is manning the door
at her husband’s party, and she’s not happy. The guests are his odious work colleagues and
he has locked himself'in the study to watch the snooker. Under the influence of more and more
alcohol she finds inspiration and strength and wrecks the party and then leaves - for good.
Watch My Lips - Play - 2m. Jeff and Mark are embarking on a relationship - but there are
problems. Are they a couple? Boyfriends? Lovers? Topics such as coming out and the vagaries
of love - in any context - are explored in this piece of modern theatre.

® Three Short Plays, by Ian Hornby - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Time Itself - comedy - minimum 2m 2f + extras of either sex. Barry is clearing his deceased
mother’s effects from their attic when he discovers an old parchment bearing the inscription
"Whoever holds the open parchment holds time itself". And that’s what it does - when he
unfolds it, time stops. Barry is heading for fun and wealth and a peaceful life, until the breeze
plays a fateful hand. Flexible staging. Clicks - black comedy - 1m 1f (unseen) plus one extra
m/f. Mark is a computer buff, much to his wife’s annoyance. He surfs the internet looking for
sleazy material, unaware that the computer itself is watching his every move... Fantasy - play -
Im 2f. Doug has been unemployed for two years and is in the depths of depression, where the
border between reality and fantasy have become blurred. His wife Ellen tries to understand,
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until the arrival of the mysterious Ruth take things several stages further.
® Three Short Plays, by John Speller - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Days Of Wine And Fungi. A black comedy for 2m 2f. The Smiths are new to the
neighbourhood and are attending a small welcome dinner party given by their new neighbours.
They discover the police have been searching for the previous inhabitants of their new home
who disappeared in mysterious circumstances. Mr Smith is highly suspicious of the hostess.
Is she trying to poison them? A Vicar Calls. Comedy for 2m 1f. The Millers are getting ready
to go on holiday . The taxi is due at any moment and everything is under control. Then the
vicar arrives. He is perhaps not the calming influence he claims to be. Hot Capsicum. Comedy
for 1m 2f. The action takes place in a motorcar salesroom. The salesman feels he is in for a
good day with one car out on a test drive and another potential customer on the way in.
However, Alice returns from her test drive and his smooth demeanour is shaken. Things are
complicated further when a psychiatrist appears on the scene.

® Three Short Plays, by Ken Thorp - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Interview (1m 2f) There was a time; in the not too distant past when a man could be an
MCP without knowing what the initials meant. He could playfully pat the posterior of his
secretary without fear of the consequences; women knew their place! All of this was about to
change: Cosmopolitan was beginning to appear at newsagents and Fiona Maitland attended
the offices of Eldorado Enterprises for a job interview. For Nigel Noway life would never be
the same again! Late Lamented (3m 1f) At the funeral of his best friend Giles, Harry is ill at
ease. The probing questions of bereaved wife Irene do little to alleviate his fears. His fate is
not resolved until the very end. The Has-Beens (3m 3f) Is there a future for septuagenarians
Denis and Evelyn? At their first meeting are they entirely honest with each other? Put another
way, boy meets girl: boy loses girl: boy gets girl back!

® Three Short Plays, by Rena Pope - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)

ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Meriel, an Armful of Warm Silk (4f) - W.I. members work to restore a bed hanging at a local
castle, but a small fragment of the design is missing and they cannot complete the work until
they find out what it is. The answer to their problem comes from a stranger. But how does she
know the answer to a question that baffled the historians. Monks and Chocolate Digestives
(4f) - An old monastery seeks ‘ghostly monks’ to create an atmosphere for visitors. The local
W.I. volunteer but find themselves a person short. The shortfall is made up by a member of
aneighbouring W.I. who seems to know the monastery better than any of them. She seems to
be in two places at once, or does she actually walk through walls? Music at Midnight (5f) -
W.I. member Martha’s newly written carol is to be premiered at the Christmas Midnight Mass.
It is to be sung by her past music students who are now successful recording artistes. It is
Martha’s last chance to hear her work as she is becoming increasingly deaf. At midnight the
carol is heard, beautifully sung in the darkened church. But by whom? The singers are
stranded in snow five miles away.

® Three Short Plays, by Val Smith - Short Plays (see synopses for cast)
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ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

Big Job On The Internet - Play - 2f. A new idea on the internet? Will Doris and Madge’s ‘get
rich quick scheme’ give them the escape from the boring rigid confines of the retirement
home? After a ponder and consolidation of funds the suppository line could be big business.
Somewhere Over The Rainbow - Play - 3f. ‘Albert! Who the hell’s Albert?” Where there’s a
will there’s a rainbow, sometimes sitting right under your nose. Doris learns some home truths
about love, life and friendship. Look Who’s Coming To Dinner - Play - 1m 3f. The trouble
starts when Doris brings home a ‘drug pushing, murdering, hostage-taking villain’. Are the
tables turned as Doris and Madge scheme to ‘cut him up, stick him in a pie and serve him up
for dinner’.

® Three Ten Minute Plays, by Kathryn Dolman - Short Plays (see synopses for cas)
ISBN: 9781840941760 - Script: £3

The Last Goodbye (1m 2f) - Two upwardly mobile types in the last throes of a once passionate
relationship. Both dissatisfied with each other and ready to move on. All they have to do is
say goodbye. Room 14 (2m 1f) - An ex-drug addict is on his way to a new life. He picks up
a teenage prostitute on his last night in England and they put each other’s lives into
perspective. The Companion (1m 3f) - Drama. Pearl was a ladies companion until her past
caught up with her. She now runs the library of a woman’s prison and looks after the literary
life of the inmates.

Youth Plays
® Obsession, by David Walker - (1m 1f)
ISBN: 9781840941982 - Script: £3
Jacqui Stephens has arrived at the office of Mr. John Houghton for an audition. Mr Houghton
is running late and has left Jacqui a note to that effect. Shortly after her arrival she is joined
by her flamboyant and rather outrageous classmate, Simon Gray. He has also come for an
audition. Or has he? Alone together in the room, Simon lets his true feelings for Jacqui
become known. What follows is a dangerous outpouring of blind obsession, with fatal
consequences.® The Nightingale, by Steve Hunt - (4f)

ISBN: 9781840940817 - Script: £3

*Writing Award Winner* Drama of the supernatural set in the middle ages of the last century.
Three young, well-to-do women are amusing themselves by dabbling in alchemy, astrology
and sorcery when they discover that a serving girl at the house had been hanged for witchcraft
two hundred years earlier. Fancy takes a serious turn when they force their own maid to help
them delve into the past and discover the truth about Catherine Black - "The Nightingale".®
How The Jellyfish Lost Its Bones, by Roy C Booth and Cynthia Booth - A Play (2m 3f)
ISBN: 9781840943832 - Script: £3

Cast 5 any mix. A children’s fantasy play based on a Japanese folktale, our tale takes place in
the Imperial Palace of the legendary Dragon King. In an attempt to satisfy his pregnant
Queen’s odd food cravings, the Dragon King sends the intrepid Turtle on an errand to bring
back a monkey’s liver with unsuspected results, especially for one nosey, insulting Jellyfish!
With an entertaining message and colourful dialogue, this lighthearted comedy is great for
young children and adults, too. This play has already been produced in Bemidji and Grand
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Rapids, MN, Grand Forks, ND, and Winnipeg, Canada.
® Doctor Mort’s Free Weekend, by David Walker - (2m 4f)
ISBN: 9781840941524 - Script: £3

Marie, Debbie, Miranda and Billy have won a competition in the magazine "Youth Today".
Their prize is a free weekend at Doctor Mort’s Youth Hostel, promising fun, laughter and
great night life. However, instead of their dreams becoming reality, their realities turn into
dreams - and eventually nightmares, in the strangest Youth Hostel on the planet, run by the
"slightly dead" Doctor Mort and his mysterious young companion, a one hundred and fourteen
year old girl called Halloween. The four teenagers are about to be given lessons in the darker
side of life. Will they learn from them?

® To Sleep, Perchance..., by lan Hornby - A Play (6f)

ISBN: 9781840943443 - Script: £3

This play was written for a group of 6 girls who are currently Year 12 Speech and Drama
students in South Africa. They had searched the catalogues and the Internet for a play for six
girls based, roughly, on an insomnia theme, but could find nothing, so this was the result. It
involves six young women at a summer camp. Anna has a deep-rooted personal anguish which
she eventually decides to share with Brenda. Their chat attracts girls from other rooms and
each explores her own real or imaginary problems, until Anna realises she’s not alone in the
world.® Round Here, by Alan Pritchard - (5m 2f)

ISBN: 9781840940367 - Script: £3

Kurt, Brendan, Spike and T.J. break into their school one Sunday night to steal exam papers.
Brendan, however, locks the others in a store-room, and disappears. Trapped, the boys soon
discover that their usual defence-mechanisms are useless, and have to find a way of dealing
with the very real prospect of being caught red-handed.

® The Rose Tinted Glasses, by Paul Beard - (4m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840942644 - Script: £3

‘The Rose Tinted Glasses’ was devised by Year 11 Drama Students at Addington High
School, Croydon as part of their GCSE exam work. The students decided from the start which
issues they wished to tackle and working closely with the writer over a period of ten weeks
in a series of workshops the script gradually took shape until the group felt that they had
sufficient ownership of the piece to perform it themselves as their exam piece in 2001. The
script deliberately pulls no punches and deals with issues of drugs, alcohol abuse, racism,
domestic violence, sexual abuse, teenage pregnancy, juvenile prostitution, street crime,
graffiti, anti-social behaviour and homelessness as seen through the eyes of the current teenage
generation. Although form, shape and drama has been the responsibility of the writer it is the
voices of the young people themselves that make this a powerful piece of modern performance
theatre that is suitable for use by schools and youth groups.® Torn Jeans, by Alan Pritchard -
(6m 3f)

ISBN: 9781840940343 - Script: £3

Jason’s shadow comes alive one morning to persuade him to write a poem for Michelle, the
new girl in school. She’s just broken up with Paul, the prat, because he French-kissed Tina at
a party. Mike, Jason’s disaster-prone best mate, is also in love with Michelle and wants to ask
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her out at the next school disco. Paul, who feels he’s misunderstood, wants Michelle back and
will use force to repel her suitors. ‘Torn Jeans’ takes an honest yet zany look at the romantic
aspirations of a few teenagers, preparing for a Saturday night school disco.® Stop! Think!
Rewind! by Caroline Small - (2m 9f + 5Sm/f + extras)

ISBN: 9781840940848 - Script: £3

Ten year old Beth has one big advantage over other children: she can pause and rewind her
life like a video. When her best friend moves away, Beth is vulnerable, shy and lonely until
she meets the more sophisticated Kathy who smokes and drinks and wants Beth to join her.
As her problems mount up, Beth pauses the action and appeals to the audience for help. For
performance by young people to primary school audiences, this play raises issues of personal
responsibility and decision making and is a powerful tool for education about drugs and
substance abuse.® Keep Off The Grass! by Caroline Small - (6m 6f + 3m/f + extras )

ISBN: 9781840940831 - Script: £3

Jeremy and Jemima Tourist are determined to give their children a traditional picnic but the
beauty spot they have chosen is the very last patch of grass in the world! They soon find
themselves defending their right to picnic against a botanist, a farmer and his cows and a
documentary film crew! As more characters arrive to stake their claim on the grass, the
Government Minister, Sir Oscar Wheatear, steps in - with disastrous consequences! This play
introduces the major environmental theme of "sustainability" and invites the audience to
explore their own solutions to the characters’ problems.® Acting Young, by David Walker -
(Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840940060 - Script: £6

A collection of short acting pieces written for young people and ideal for use in drama
schools, ordinary schools and youth theatre groups. All pieces were originally written for
children at the Pamela Bardsley School of Speech and Drama in Southport. They have been
used for festival work and drama examinations with outstanding success. They have also
become a major part of drama and theatre studies at local primary and secondary schools.
Above all, the pieces give young people the opportunity to experiment with characterisation,
movement and choral speaking as well as building confidence and self-esteem.

® Apples And Pairs, by Bill Sanderson and Emily Thwaite - A Play (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840944150 - Script: £3

This is a play about twins and harmony. Two sets of twins are separated - a French baby and
an English baby are brought up in France; and the other French Baby and the other English
baby are brought up in England. The play explores the relationship between England and
France, including a historical scene during the Napoleonic wars and a modern exchange trip
between twinned towns. The wider theme of suspicion about foreigners is also exposed. There
is lots of humour, a fascinating plot to unwind, and the concluding message "love conquers
all" leads to a happy ending.

® Centre Stage, by David Walker - (Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840941364 - Script: £3

CENTRE STAGE continues where ACTING YOUNG left off, providing young people with
purpose-written scripts to perform at Drama Festivals, Drama Examinations and Youth and
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School Theatre groups. They have also been successful in schools, being read, out loud,
during literacy hour. The subjects covered in the scripts include topics that are relevant to
young people and their emotions, as they grow towards adulthood, as well as pure fun pieces,
looking at normal situations and events in a somewhat different way.

® Dramatic Licence, by Andrew Beattie - (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840942606 - Script: £3

Dramatic Licence is a fifty-minute long, one-act play intended for performance by pupils of
lower senior or secondary school age. It features a host of appealingly weird characters,
including an actor who has had his "Dramatic Licence" withdrawn, a strange obsessive who
is determined to discover the secret to making meringue despite constant tormenting from his
batty landlady, and a Maths fiend whose evil plan to flood the world with algebra problems
is only just foiled by the teenage hero of the piece. It is an entertaining play for a group of
young actors to perform or read, and flexible casting means that it can be staged by a mixed
or all-male cast of up to thirty actors.

® Francis, by Rena Pope - A Light Musical (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940794 - Script: £3

Francis, a play with music, introduces St Francis as the despair of his parents and traces
elements of his life which led to his becoming the much loved leader of the Franciscans we
know today. The continuous action moves from the market place at Assisi to an area outside
and can be represented with a backdrop of towers and walls, or a plain curtain. Trestle tables
and cut-outs of trees and rocks are moved during the action. The cast can be large or small
with doubling up and teenagers, children and adults can all take part in this lively play. Ideally
suited to Schools, Children’s Theatre and groups which contain children. The action is lively,
the music catchy and the play ends with a nativity scene which makes it suitable too for a
Christmas show.

® In The Spotlight, by David Walker - (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840941395 - Script: £3

"In The Spotlight" is the third book of acting scripts for young people and follows the format
of its predecessors, ACTING YOUNG and CENTRE STAGE. Schools and Drama Schools
have found the self-contained nature of the pieces means that their pupils have a better
understanding of the subjects and therefore greater empathy with them. Once again the
subjects range from the serious to the absurd, but always looked at through the eyes of a
young person.

® Six Short Plays by Margaret Verrier, by Margaret Verrier - Short Plays (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940558 - Script: £3

Tonight’s The Night - The anticipation of an engagement keeps everyone on their toes,
especially Ken. Mum’s food proves a success and things turn out a little different than
expected. What Shall We Do This Year? - The Youth Club meet to decide on the Christmas
production. Beatles II - The boys in the 1960's youth club would like to form their own group.
‘We could be as good as the Beatles’! The girls think otherwise. At The Airport - The Bott
family are going on holiday, but not everyone is happy. Before The Bazaar - The night before
the Christmas Bazaar and there is still a lot to do, including getting the fairy lights to work.
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An Easter Story - The Easter story written in a short and simple way and to accommodate as
many people as necessary.

® Stage Struck, by Michael Jones and Mark Richard - A Light Musical (Variable casting)
ISBN: 9781840940329 - Script: £6

Stage Struck is a comic tale of Shakespeare in Secondary School. The scene is Westborough
High, the school from hell, where disillusioned pupils are rebelling against their education.
An enthusiastic teacher, Jane Collins, takes on the challenge of staging Romeo & Juliet.
Facing anarchy from her students, apathy from staff, a bullying deputy head and the amorous
advances of a colleague, Jane Collins has a battle on her hands. This musical features an
exciting blend of original pop songs, rock and roll, gospel and ballads. CD available of
original musical performance.

® The Day They Lost Santa Claus, by Audrey Baldwin - A Play (Variable casting)

ISBN: 9781840944075 - Script: £6

Santa Claus has not arrived in Lapland to prepare for Christmas Eve when Gemma and Petra
arrive on a visit. The Elves ask the Christmas Fairy’s help. Together she and the children
search all over the world. They visit the Antarctic penguins, a tropical beach, Neptune’s
Kingdom, the underground world of caves and many other places. They learn of different
Christmas customs and take part in a Pantomime. An astronomer studying the heavens helps
them find their first clue. In a factory producing electronic toys they meet the kidnapper and
free Santa in time for Christmas.

® The History of Kevin Figgins, by Maxine Smith - (10 (min) or 98+ as desired)

ISBN: 9781840946390 - Script: £6

Kevin Figgins would rather play football than do his history homework until mum dusks off
the Figgins family album. He discovers, amongst his many ancestors, a pirate who has lost his
licence, a bootmaker who may or may not have met Napoleon, a Shakespearean actor who
loses Yorick’s skull, an early semi-professional footballer-cum-apprentice butcher and a
merchant seaman who speaks out against slavery. This romp through history incorporates the
years 1721 to 2006. This play is flexible enough for a varied cast between 10 and 100
performers with simple staging and props or a more elaborate approach if desired.

® The Wishing Star, by Audrey Baldwin - (Flexible casting)

ISBN: 9781840945287 - Script: £3

Trainee Fairy No. 4 is always getting into scrapes. Entrusted with a box of powerful wishing
stars, she drops one and it is found by a family of children. Soon their wishes are coming true
and they have fantastic adventures. While the fairy tries to retrieve the star, Weirdre the Witch
and her helper, the Black Fairy, are also after it. Finally Wizard Merlin takes a hand, Weirdre
and the Black Fairy are banished, the star is safely recovered and Fairy No. 4 receives her fairy
name and wand to become a fully trained fairy.

® Vile Island, by Anne Graham - A Musical Drama (7, either sex + extras)

ISBN: 9999999 - Script: £6

Mean Madam and downtrodden Dummy live alone on Vile Island, until The Wish Screen, one
of Madam’s inventions, shows them The Land Across The Sea, where Meo makes three
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impossible wishes, exactly what is needed to whisk him to Vile Island. Meo thinks he’s
dreaming until things turn nasty, when Madam tries to gain possession of Kag and Tud, his
special friends. She agrees to a contest, cheats from the start, and almost wins them, but
Dummy springs to her new friend’s defence. Then there are two sailors, unfortunate enough
to be shipwrecked on Vile Island. Twice. Five scenes, alternating between a beach and a
castle. All seven characters may be played by either sex.

® War Café, by Paul Brazier - (Variable casting)
ISBN: 1 84094 125 1 - Script: £3

This play is an account of the First World War, written for Amateur and Education Companies
- for this reason it has a large number of speaking parts. The content is factual, therefore it can
be used as an educational tool in performance as well as production. It aims to provide
speaking parts for a large number of a class or company so providing a platform for the
students or amateur performers thus eliminating the exclusivity of many productions where
so many of the cast become little more than walking props.
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New plays are being added all the time - check our
website for details

The website, www.plays4theatre.com has been specially designed with
theatre groups in mind. Chances are you will be looking for, for example. A
full length comedy with between 4 and 6 women and between 3 and 4 men
in the cast. On the catalogue pages of our website you can specify all those,
click SEARCH and you will get a list of any plays that meet your criteria.

Once you have the list of plays, you can browse the synopses and click to
request a full copy (by email) so that you can read the play without
committing to buy.

Note that all NTP plays are subject to national and international copyright
laws.
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